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Zxcept 4 4 man be ber again he Cannot ſee the Kingdom 
of God; John 3. 

Repent therejore jy be converted, that your ' ns may by 
bloned out; when the times of refreſbing ſball come from , 
the preſence of the Lord ; ACS 3. 19. 

Then will I teach tran, ereſſors thy ways, and ſcuners heb} 
be turned ufito thee; Plalm 51, 13. 
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Salvation in Chriſt Jcſus our 
LORD. ies 
a 2s ſaid of Paul wh. a he WW, ir at. 


Athens, hs [Pri Wars firrd 

wh« a hz: | ſaw the Cit; ' wholy gi7. en 
45 [aolatry. ACt. 7 17. The 
Servants of Choic are to have th.ir. 
Spirits ſtirred with a Holy Teal [6r" 
God, and with bowels of compaſſion t9 
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to the Reader. 
the Souls of men; when they ſee Peo- 
ple wholygrven to ignorance and pro- 
phaneſs. T hat is a good ſtirring of our. 
Spirits, and from the Holy Spirit of 
od, to endeavonr to rurn men from 
darkneſs untolight, and from the power 
of Satan unto God. Charity to the 
Sauls of Mew ts the higheſt Charity,thoſe 
that know the tFerrour of the Lord, and 
what 4 ot bg thing it is to fall into the 
bands of the living God ſhould be 
very earneſt to perſwade 1m: to fleet 
from the wrath to come, if by any means 
they may be inſtruments in Chriſts hand 
to fave ſome: This [mall Treatiſe 
written in your Town, and much 
far yaur [akes, I dedicate unto you as 4 
Teſtimony of »y love to your ſouls ; 
T write zot wy Fg about controver- 


ſies and about leſſer things, my deſsgn 
i higher that is, to ſhew the nec-ſſity 0 
the Nem Birth; and the Nature there- 
of. If Perſons be truly converted from 
$12 to Chriſt; though they may err 
«26 miſtake jn ſomethings about thi 

I ne manner 


to the Reader. 
| manner of the outward worſhip of God 
8 inthis World, God will ſooner or later - 
| revealit unto them, or however Pardon 
fl #t to them through his grace in Chritt, 
| ſo that thoſe miſtakes ſhall not hinder 
rl their Salvation. But if perſons be w2- 
el wer [o right in th: outward way of their 
| profeſſion and worſhip, and yet be ſlran- 
all gers to a work of grace and converſion 
ef upontheir h-arts,they cannot enter into 
ef the Kingdom of God. 
e Th:re are two ſorts of Perſons ef- 
5h pecially, with whom I have to do in this 
ak Treatiſe ; Firſt thoſe that think that 
eſl the praftiſe of ſome formalities and 
hY outward things willbring th:m to Hea- 
af wenmwithout awork of grace and converſt- 
ro onupon their Souls. If men think that 
the being of this or that Church, and 
jo veing of this or that way of outward 
8 profeſſion of Religion, will bring them 
to everlaſting Life, whilſt in the mean 
time they are groſſly ignorant of the 
_ thingsof God ; of loofe and licentious 
trves or unacquainted with a Sanitify- * | 
ing change wronzht by the Spirit of God 


unpo | 


tothe Reader. 
upon their Souls, let 2g co3 a mf der what 
is written 14 thi s Bock, to unaecerve | 
them, and ſh:w them what of neceſſity 
nit be done, Or -tfc the) y are UuUnAOne for | 
Cer. The [c £0724 JA th. gr "4 os wy 
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Fe et carr} it n6 far her SY A 4a bind f | ; 
Cwility, Moral wertnes and ref 01114 | 
tion of life pr es by a metr awe of | 4 
a Deity and fe ar of Hell without the | 
true kaowled ape of Chriſt and faith iz 
him: ; 1 true Converſion there is a coming 
fo Chrift, a receiving of Chriſt, a b:tno 
Santtifica by Faith in him. Chriſt is 
ltthe known as th: juſtifier ana Santti- | 
per too uf los ou 'mful man, Chriſt | 
is .mmede n{e of by many » but as upon | 
the by, HL for { {ajhion ſake both in the 7 
maiter of jrſiifcation, and in the buſi- | 
ifs ” f-OOR Ver ſich | therefore zt FAj the 
aefon of this Treat fe to lead mintoa 
wore 61nd bucrledp of Chriſt, and 
Fat they may [e kc Ged bleſſeth ns 
with all [pt- -itaal tl [/raes, in peaventy 
| Wings 


to the Reader. 


| thinos in him. Thave not adoraed this 

diſcourſe after the manaer of ſom:, I 

Study to ſet forth th: thinss of God 
87 th! meaneſl Capacity. T wiſh what 7 
| have written were y*7 more plain and 
| eater to be unarrſtood. Now that th: 
| God of all grace woula bleſs whit T hive 
| mritten to the farth:razce of your {al- 
C vation, and to the everliſti;zy yood of 
| others, who {ball perife it, | is the 
prayer of 


Your Servant 


in Chriſt, 


MARTIN FYNCH 
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NECESSITY 


Converſion; 
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CHAP. I. 
Of the Neceſſity of Converſion. 


Efore I open the Nature of Con- 
verſion, it is requilite that I ſhould 
ſpeak ſomething of the Neceſſuy 
thereof. 

This Propoſition therefore I lay down x 

I bat every Man by Naturt is ſo Degenerated 
roms God, ſo utterly corrupted and tainted by 

an, fo prone toall Evil , ſo oppoſite to God: 

$4 all that is ſpiritually good, that rxceps he 
B- \- 00 


2 ' The Neceſty of Converſ 10. 
be Chonred banged ; be Fnde 'eriter | 


I 
ere1s a wr, Miſery come uþen us 
by our Fall in Adam : 

Firſt, The loſs of tht Favour of God: 

Secendly, The loſs of. the Image Hf Go in 
ogy Lark #6 " 

Firft, We have loſt the Favour of Gel by 
Sin, ſo that as we are by Nature the Chil- 
aren of wrath, Ephel. 2. 3. God is angry with 
244, Plal..7. 11- We are under the Curſe of 
his boly Low, Galat. 3. 10. The' Law cur: 
ſeth'us for Original Sin - the Law curſeth 
us for Anal Sins. The Law pronounceth 
the Sinner to be vile and abominable to God: 
to be ſuch a Ofie aghis Sau hath no pleaſure 
zn, but will bring into Fudgment and pu- 

iſh acterding to- all the Evil that: he hath 
done to provoke the Eyes of hu Glory. 

- Now from'this.part of our 14ſery we are 
recovered by the Grace of Fuitifitation, 
which. an att of Gods free Grace, £2 
he forgives a poor Sinner for Chriſts' fake al 
T reþdſſes,' and imputeth the perfett and glo- 
Tous righteouſneſs of Chriſt as enr Mediator 
and. Surety to make him pure clran , ant 

| Withour ſpot un his ſight. 

This great Article of Religion is held fort 
in {ſuch Scriptures as thele; Jy the Lord 


ſhal 


Rfaith 4 counted for rs breoufneſs. Even. as 
Dawid alſo delcribeth the bleſſdinſs of the 
man unto whom God, imputeth righteouſneſs 
without works, Rom. 4.5,6. But of bim are 

e inChriſt Feſus, who 14 made of Gad ianto. ud 
wiſdom aud righteouſueſs, and ſanitification 

: Band redemption, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 

Moft excellently doth the holy Scripture 

4- Met forth this Point, telling us, That there 1s 

th 10 condemnation to them that arein Chriſt Fe- 

44; that their Sinsare blotted out, remem- 
zeſÞred no more, caſt into the depths of the 
ca; not imputed unto them, caſt 'behind 
by ods back; and that in Chrift Believers 
alÞre righteous, all fair, and no ſpot in them. 

[0-09 beholding them cloathed and beauti- 

rorfied in the beſt Robe, the Garment of 

and@alvation: he is not. aſhamed to be called 
heir God, and their Father, but taketh- 
em near- unto him, to ſtand before him 
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The Lords marrying of a Soul to Chrift, 
by giving us Faith in him, doth aRually ac. 
quit 'vs from the debt of Sin : Chriſt our 
heavenly Husband anſwereth all. As we 
need no more to bring us into an aQual ſta 
of Condemnation, but that we come to bet 
atually in the firſt Aaam; fo we need n« 
more to our aitual Fuftsfication,then that we 
be a&tually in Chriſt the ſecond Adam, whe 
i5 a root of Fuſtificatzon, and communica 
teth Righteouſneſs toall that are in him. 
Asthere is a Fountain and firſt Union be 
tween Adam and his Poſterity in the Cov 
nant of Works: So there isa Fountain anc 
firſ| Union between Chriſt and the Elett it 
the Covenant of Redemption. And 2: 
Wrath and Condemnation ſtand ready to ſeit: 
upon us,' as ſoon as we come to be atually 
in Adam, becauſe of what he hath done i 
our own room, as our Head and publid 
Perſon : So Life and Fuſtification ſtand r 
dy to be beſtowed upon the Ele as ſoon \ 
they come to be aQually in Chriſt, b 
cauſe of what he hath done and ſuffered i 
their room and ſtead. 
As we are not aQtually in Ada: till 
come to be quickned in the Womb of AF 
ture : So we are not atually in Chri/f, tf 
we come to be quickned in the Womb E 
Grace. | . | 


SS * a. eo. EE. 
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The Neceſſity of Converſion. 5 
As when we como aQually to have impu- 
ted to us the Guilt of Adams Sz, wehave 
an inherent zaznt and corruption of our Na- 
| :ure from him: So when we come to have 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt atually imputed 
# to us, we have izherent Grace and Santt- 
ll fication of our Nature from him. So that 
J as the firſ# Adam is the Root both of Coz- 
il demnation and Corruption to us: So the ſe- 
| cond Adam is the Root both of Fuſtsficatior: 
| and Santtificationtg us. ge 
When the Scripture ſaith, We are juſts- 
fied by Faith, it is not meant that we are ju- 
tified by it as a work or quality, but that by 
© this Grace of Faith we receive Chriſt who 
af juſtifies us. 
jd The Righteouſneſs by which we are juſt:- 
ud fied, is a 7:ghreouſneſs without us :.the r5ghb- 
F FIJ1GA0 Tnather wwicmdhe by another, in- 
ic herent in another; it is the 7:ghteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, God- Man. That Robe of Righteouſ- 
$:/s which covers our Sins, is put on by 
WFaith, and we wear it here and for everin 
EHeaven : But though it be upon us (as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh) the righteouſneſs of God 
AVbich is by faith in FeſusChriſt,zs unto all and, 
#or al thew that. believe, Rom. 3; 22. Yet * 
Wt is never #herent in us, but only imparted 


[0 Us, | 
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WW man under Heaven hath a perfett Le: 
gal Yib hretjiſneſs of his own. to Jufiþe him, 
fore he muſt haye an Fyargerhcal righ 
” #fs hat is. hpyſneſ at. anfvery 
"-2þ, but is brought to light bythe 
cone No nin hath a 72ghtcouſreſs of hi 
pf him, . therefore he muſt. have 
ne , f anether. even. the 71gh 
70k eſs of Feſus our, Fr | 
Tuſtificaton is $ perkeft, when me fir be- 
lieye t in Faitat thou 871 of as. to our partic 
parion of al he 7 Joy. Hh comfort, and bleſſed 


e of At; 'fo it extends it fcIf to everla 
Lf ns o& *is perferÞ i in It "elf, . becayle {0 
rithteouſneſs 'of Chrift” Which” we receive. N; 


our firſt believing, is a. perfeft righten[neſs. 
| eas: have 760 Ae. 0% 48, of 
| Gods Yar; neither do we-need any « other, 
Werr <Joyce and glory. more and MOT. in 
the 20% aſneſs af... Chi Ft, are more taken 
Yue oh Robe,aj a more thankful Fol 
it : Bit bf ro hteouſne ;that covers 
Sins; "and* xl CBEL a fee eyes of the 
Lord, is the ſame for ever. 

Fudification and Santtification myſt by no 
means: 'be confeunded : The Grace of Fuſts: 
fication7s fg r one purpole, the Grace of Sat 
'Affication for anothev: Tuſtification' is for the 
Jakings away ot the guilt of ſon; ; SOROS 

ol 


* a es 


The Afceſſity of Converſion. % 
for the taking away of theilth and patent 
it. 7 ffefic ation” brings us | into — 

vour and xoceptation with: God ; 7.4 
tion is to'enable us to W_ fable to; this 
New and happy Eftate.:\. .>- 

The" Zord' Feſma-is not our. Half Saniair, 

and works the arher batf, 'or any; part wf-4 
Saviour, but Chriſt is All in this\byſwreſs. 
There is a waſhing of Regeneration, which: ity 
alſo. from Chrif our. Saviour, Titus, 3: 5. 

| But this is-of another-nature, and to other 
{| ends and purpoſes then the waſhing of Juiſti- 
| fication, Not only Miniſters, but all Be- 
ef fievers/ſhould: labour tohave a clearanddi- 
pf ſtint knowledge of the Dottrine of, Fuſtifir 

| cation; for/it:is our Life, When the Apo. 
if Ale Famcrdalth; That Abrabam was infified 
= by works, the meaning is, That he was ap- 
of proved, /textared and menife ſted to be-a trite 
af Behever by hie-works. _ » | 
f When the Holy Scriptures ſpeaks of the 
5 Lords giving rewards and eternal life, wpon 
el working and obedience. Thole Scriptures 
FE muſt be - underſtood declaratively ,, not c- 
off ſally, that isas noting; and declaring who 
;4 are the perſons to whom he gives eternal 
life, and ot as ſhewing the cauſe thereof, for 
that is only his free grace #n Chriſt. Like- 
wiſe thoſe Scriptures ſhew the certain con- 
B 4 nexion | 
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Nexwn' that there' is: between Grace and 
Glory, that where the Lord freely pive; 
glory hereafter, there he gives Grace here 
What is Glory in heaven for the ſubſtance 
of it, but Grace, Holineſs and Communion 
with God perfetted:. So that ſuch Scriptures 
hold forth no more but this, That whom the 
Lord juſtifies freely-by his Grace in Chrift, and 
ſanitifieth. in hins, be. trains thew up in hol;- 
weſs, obedience, and. fekowſhip with him, until 
be brings them to the fulneſs of that; which at 
firſt they have. but the laſt and the. firſt fruns 
Of, | 


* So'that when afterwards in this Diſcourſe 
Iſpeak of a ſaving work of the Spirit: wrought 
in thoſe whom the Lord bringeth- unto life, 
You-muſt not think” that this work of Rege- 
neration is the matter of our Fuſtrfication, 
By Grace we are ſaved , freely by Grace 
through the Redemption which © in Feſu 
Chriſt'our Lord. The work of Gonverſuon, 
and the Graces of the Spirit wrought 1a us, 
do only accompany Salvation, as the Apo- 
ftle ſpeaketh, 'Hebr. 6. 9. are wrought in 
thoſe that are ſaved, and go along with 
them , and accompany them to Heaven : 
Yea, thoſe Graces ſor the ſubſtance leave 
them not, when they have. accompanied 


them thither, but are perſeRed here. _ 
FS FY 6 
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the work of Converſionis called a ſaving work. 
of the Spirit, becauſe it is. wrought in all 
them, and onely in them who are ſaved by 
the freegrace of God in Chriſt. - 
Now.my way will be clearer to pro- 
ceed. 23A 
Secondly, We have, as wearc in the ſtate 
of Nature loſt the Imaze of God, conſiſting 
in ſpiritual kyowledge , boline(s and righte- 
onſneſs. Regeneration. is wrought in thoſe 
that are ſaved, to deliver them from this 
part of thejr Miſery. Man was at firſt made 
upright, made in the Image of God, -in re- 
ſpe of thoſe ſpiritual and beavenly Endow- 
mentshe was furniſhed with. But it is other- 
wiſe with us by our Fall; our Underſtand- 
ing is darkned like Sampſon , our Eyes are 
put out. es | 
That glimmering of light to know that 
there is a.God,and that ſome things are evil 
and fome things good, ſeems rather to. be 4 
new Gift of- God, and common Illumination af 
the Spirit lince the Fallof Adam, to be ſome 
curb and reftraint to Sin in the Wo1ld, then 
any remajnder of Gods Image, which was 
upon us in our firſt Creation. For the peace 
of Gods Church, for the henefit of humane 
Society, and ſuch like reaſons, God be- 
ſtows this common illumination and convittion + 
| upon | 
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upon men, withot which this World would 
be like Hell, and men would be like De- 
Ho 
' Marvel not at this ſaying, abiee men would 
beſo vile, if it were not for this common 1|- 
lurnmgation of the Spirit , and 'tommon light 
that God giveth to the Sons of Men ſeeing 
the Nature of Man is wholly corrupted, and 
the thoughts of his heart are evil, "and ontly 
| evil andthat continually. 
b Ki dangerous miſtake it is of. chip >eople 
| coltkborly called Ouakers, that theys -make 
the heedirg and attending to this- common 
light to be Converſion, (which thing'is to be 
found among many” {ber Heathens:) But 
It is not to be much wonder'd at in that"Pes- 
ple, ſeeing they are generally very Irnorant, 
even of the very Fundamentals of Religion, 
?Tis true, this common light is a great Grft of 
Godto the World, tokeep up fome Peace 
5h Order, and common honeſty amongſt men : 
But the New Birth and true Converſion is a 
thing of a far higher Nature, confiſting in 
a more ſpecial 7/humination of the'Spirit, to 
ſhew us our /off eftate by Nature, and to Ye- 
veal Chriſt to us as an Obje of Faith; and 
it is {ucha work of the Spirit upon'the Soul, 
as doth enable vus'to believe on the Name f 
the Son of Goa, to mourn for Sin, to-hate 
SIN, 
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| SWISS DIR 5 yo 
Sin, and to walk.in Obedience. unto God, 


; 


not meerly fro 
and fear.o1 t 
delight fo 6 


: A 6d; 


'% onyictions of Conſcience, 
e Wrath to come, but from a 
; Will of God, and a fixed 
Principle. of olpel ingefivity and gratitudp 
to God , for the exceeding riches of- his 
Grace and kindneſs towards; us through 
Chrit Jabs... 

But for a further diſcovery of the depra - 
vednels HA Oorunton "of our Nature, 
whereby it may appear that there is ſuch a 
need of anew Birth and Converſion, Tet us 
conſider things, more particularly. 


1. As was touched before, There js wot- 


derful ignorance im men about Hegvenly 
things : It is an argazing thing if you enquire 
into people ( yea thoſe that axe ome to 
be Men and Women, yea, many that, haye 
gray hairs'ppon them ) how-1gnorant the? 

are about Adams Fall, Man's loft eftate.by 
Nature, the Incarnation. of Chriſt, and re- 
demption 'by him: - And if fo, many be to 
groſly ignorant amongſt ys where they have 
the Bible in their own Tongue, ,3nd where 
they live under the Preaching. of the Word, 
and ſuch helps to get Knowledge, how 1g-. 


rorant and ſpiritually blind are we by Na- 1 


tare, and without the means of light ! 
2, There is @ ſtrange careleſneſs in man a- 
ny uy | ay i 
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bout his future and Eternal State ; looking 
only at theſe ſeen things which are tempo- 
ral; That except a man be awakened and 


Touſed up by Aflitions, or *Convittions of 


the Spirit, men are ina profound and deep 
ſleep, and take'no care what ſhall become 
of their Souls when they die and” $0 hence: 
But five without ftudying of the Scriptures, 
without ſerious and conſtant praying toGod, 
without ſpeaking of Heavenly matters at all, 
aSif they had.not immortal Souls that muſt 
be happy or miſcrable' fox. ever _in another 
World.And if one tell them of Heaven and 
Hell, and that upon this! 'momient depends 
Eternity, hey. think « man is Brain-fick and 
Fantaftical. 

3- There is a 'pronenels , Yea, 4 ſtrong 
bent and inclination in man to. all evil, To 
Blafpheming of God, to Murder, to Theft, 
to Covetouineſs, to all kinds of Uncleanneſs, 
to Drunkennefs, to Lying ; and though by 


\ education, company, employment, terrors 


of Conſcience , fear of puniſhment from 
God or man, reſpec to name, and reputa- 
tionin the World, and by the temper and 


 conftitution of the Body, this wicked bent 
+ of the heart may be much curbed and kept 


do 
/ 
” \ 


in; yet there is in all by nature, ſuch an 


cyil frame and diſpoſition, that there is no 
{in 


The Neceſſity of Converſion. ty 
ſin ſo black; 1o horrible, fo hainous, but man 
is prone to it. 

4. There's in man, notonly an [nd:ſpeſe- 
tion but Oppoſition of the heart to any thing 
that good 15, not onely to Goſpel Grace and 
Holineſs to believe in Chriſt, to repent, and 
to walking in the Spirit, but even to Civility 
and Morality, and thoſe things which yet 
natural men many times do. So that; I take 
that common change that is in men, from 
the groſſeſt vices, to ſome ſobriety, tempe- * 
rance and juſtice, to proceed not from the A 
power of eorrupt nature, but ſrom a kind of 
common Grace, and common Illumination 
of the Spirit, which God diftributeth t6 
man as it pleafes him, to make him uſeful ts 
humane Society. 

If there be any need to enlarge upon this 
SubjeR, to ſhew the Sinfulnels and Cor- 
ruption of manby Nature, (omitting many 
other ways of Sin) let us but ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the Sins of the Eye, the Sins of the 
Tongue, and the Sins of the Thoughts. 

I. The Sins of the Eye ſhew the wonder- |} 
full corruption that is within the heart of ; 
man. Sin within in the heart ſits looking out ; 
at thole Windows of the eyes, ; and there. 
 whenit ſeeth a ſuitable Obje& how it lufſts ? 
after it ; When we ſce beauty, then we have FS3 
wan- Þ \ 


#77 mortified eye, a-lanRificd eye. 
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ton;cyes,when we fee fine, houſes and riches 
we have Covetous eyes or envious eyes 3 
when we view'our-own gifts and eatabſe, 
and. converſe with thoſe that. are belaw us, 
whar ſcornſul eyes and looks have we? The 
eye isa curious piece of .Gods workman- 
ſhip, all the Angels in Heaven -could not 
make ſuch a, piece, tis the meſt beautifull 
member of the Body, and it.is he: light of 
the Body ; it. is endowed with a, marvellous 
power to difcern and take in Qbjedts; the 
eye ſhould be pure, holy, chaſt-. But it is | 
ful of Adultery, Covetouſnels., Pride and 
Envy. Even-Holy 7ob,.one in the State of 
Grace wasfain to makea Covenant with his 
"eyes, and put'a Law and reſtraint upon 
them. It is ſtrange what, 4mpreſſhons are 
made upon the mind from the fight of the | 
eyc in a moment, how the eye-aftetteth the | 
heart and ſtirreth up the corruptions of it: | 
There may more corruption be ſtirred in Þ 
the heart by one glance of the eye, than we 
can get rid of many days, it may! be.weeks : | 
- Eyen thoſe that-are in the ſtare of Grace 
 haveneed to watch the outward ſenſes ofthe | 
Body. The eye makes ſuddain. and ſtrong 
impreſſions on. the. mind. Ah! what need 
| is there to look to Chriſt for a chaſt eye, a 


s The 


2. The Sans of the Tonght ſhew the won- 
derful Corrvption that is within in the heart 
of man. The Tongne ts a fire, an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poyſon, James 3.6, 7, 8. Full of 
curſing and bitterneſs, Rom. 3. 14. The 
Tongue and Speech is an excellent gift of 
God; *tis mans glory above a Beaſt, that 
he can expreſs his mind by Speech, but man 
maketh it his ſhame. 

If all our paſſionate Speeches, proud and 
boaſting Specches, backbiting Speeches, ob- 

& {cene and filthy Speeches; lyes, curſes,oaths, 
indilcreet, raſh and idle words throughout 
our whole Lives ſhould be written down, 
what a ſtrange Book would it be? 

So much Sin is committed by the Tongue 

and fuch an unruly evil it is, that David, a 

Zman in the ſtate of Grace, and one that was 

eminent in Grace too, prays earneſtly to 

God to ſet a watch before his mouth, and to 

Weep the door of his lips. 

3 3. The Sins of the Thoughts do ſhew the 

Fwonderfull corruption that is within in the 

| he heart of man : There is nothing that 

Lnay ſooner convince us of our own vileneſs, 

and make us cty out, We are unclean, We 

zre unclean, than a ſerious reflection upon 
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noughts, wanton Thoughts, envious 
Thoughts, 
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Pur Thoughts. O how many proud ® 


' 16. The Neceſſity off Converſion, 
Thovghts, uncharitable Thoughts, diſco 
tented Thoughts / What a multitude c 
ſinſul Thoughts ariſe in the heart in a littl; 
time,then what a ciumberleſs number is there 
in ones whole life that lives any conſiderable 
time inthe World. MNone but he that telleth 
the number of the Stars, and calleth them all 
by their names, ts able to count the number of 
eur vainand ſmful thoughts, and he knoweth 
all the thoughts that come into our minds ever) 
one of them. * 

As for good and holy Thoughts, if God 
did not put them in and keep them in the 
heart, how rarely ſhould we have a thought 
of God, of Death, of Heaven, and the 
way that lcadeth unto Eternal Bleſſed- 
ncſs. 

The Theughts of Fooliſhaeſs is ſin though 
it ncver come into outward act, there 1s 
Heart Adultery, Heart Theft, Heart Mur- 
dcr, Heart Diſobedience to Parents, Heart 
Blaſphemy againſt God, Heart Pride. He 
knoweth nothing almoſt of Religion, that 
knoweth-not that Thoughts may be Sin as 
well as outward a&s, and that abundance of 
fin may be committed in the heart that never 
ap»eareth in the Life. After Converſion 
nothing uſually humbles men more than the 
Gnſulncts of the Thoughts and the unſuit- 

ablcneſs 
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ableneſs of the heart to God; ſinful thoughts 
were far more before God ,wrought upon 
them : but as Believers grow more 1iritxal 
and holy, the more they take notice of their 
Heart-ſins, and abhor themſelves for them. 
What ſhould I more ſay, to ſet forth the 
corruption of our Natare, whole Volumes 
might be written of this S#bje#?, and yet the 
half, no not the thouſand part told us of ir. 
But it is briefly comprehended in thoſe 
words of our Saviour , dark 7. 21,22. 
For from within ont of the heart of men pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, adultery, fornication, 
murders, thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, de- 
ceit, anevil eye, WE fooliſhneſs. 
And in Feremiah 17. 9. The heart t deceit- 
ul above all things, and deſperately wicked, 
who can know it £ 
To treat fully therefore of the corruption 
df Man's Nature, is one of the vaſteſt Syub- 
ects that can be ſpoken of, next to that of 
he Immenſity and Infiniteneſs of God, and 
IL his Grace in Chriſt; but theſe few things 
5 re written of it, that we might know the 
f Plague of our own hearts, as an Introdu- 
ion to the following Diſcourſe, that we 
ay lee what need we haveto believe on 
he Name of the Son of God, that we may be 
- ardoned and ſanAified through him. 
: C By 
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9 Neceſſity of Converſion. 
| By-what hath been already ſaid, we may 
ſee what a groſs and dangerous miſtake it is 
of thoſe that think there is no other Cor- 
verfion than being Baptized , and taking 
-Upon us the outward profeſſion of Chritia- 
nity. Now that any ſhould ſpeak thus, and 
count all trouble of Conſcience about our 
eternal eſtate, and looking after a work of 
Grace upon our Souls, to be Enthuſiaſm, Me- 
lancholly and Mopiſhneſs, ſhews their won- 
derful ignorance of the Scriptures, and their 
utter unacquaintedneſs with the Grace of 
Ged in their own Souls. 

When the holy Scripture fpeaks fo much 
of a new heart and Firit ; of the taking away 
of the. heart of ſtone, and giving u4 an heart 
of fleſh : of writing Gods Laws in the heart : 
of putting hu fear into our hearts : of cir- 
curciſing our hearts : and ſpeaks of the ne- 
eſey of being born again : of believing on 

riſt : of repentance and holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. To make all 
this to be onely our being baptized, and 
making an outward profeſſion of Religion, 
ſhews men to be wholly ſtrangers to the 
way that leadeth to eternal life. 

And ſuch men as they are utterly igno- 
rant of the cale and condition of Souls, that 
are in ſpiritual trouble and fear of the 

| wrath 


The Neceſſity of” Converſion. 19 
wrath to- come, .crying. out, - What . ſhall-we 
do to be ſaved ? So they preſcribe as ſtrange 
remedies for their cure ; as to be nictdy; 
to go into Company, to play at Cards, to 
go to Plays, and ſuch like : when if they 
get rid of their trouble for fin by ſuch 
means, and be not broupht toChrifl who 


onely can give tfem reſt; their remedy is 
worle than their diſeaſe, and they had bet-. 


ter continue in thei trouble'sf Spirit, than 
find eaſe by ſuch things. 
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COMMON WORKINGS! 
of the | L 
FO TRIES. 


That in the ordinary way of the Lord's 
Converting of Souls, Goa doth firſt 
work #pow men in 4 more common 
way, making a change upon, men 


which yet fall ſhort of a Saving 
Hork. 


Hat there is a Common work of the Spirit 

upon men, as well as a Spec:at and /a- 
ving work, appears by many Scriptures : 
Thoſe Hearers and Profeffors that are com- 
pared to the Stony ground, and heard the 
word with joy, Matrth. 13. have common 
motions and workings of the Spirit z and ſo 
have tuchr as are called the fooliſh Virgins, 


that took their Lamps and went forth to meet 
rhe 


Common workings of the Spirit. -Ix 
FP the Bridegroom. And the Apoſtle Peter 
® ſhews, that ſome eſcape the pollutions of che 
* world (in a ſenſe) and yet return with the 
7 Dog to his vomit ;, are again intangled and 
® quite overcome by their old fins, and their 
© latter end is worſe than their beginning. 
Z So likewiſe we read of thoſe that have been 
© enlightned and tafted of the Heavenly gift, 
© and of the Powers of the world to come, and 
Z yet fall away. 
* Not that thele Scriptures or any other, 
do hold forth a total and final Apoſtacy in 
any from ſpecial grace, but onely from com- 
v0 grace. The Doarine of the certainty 
of the perſeverance of all ſound Bekevers, 
ſhines forth ſo gloriouſly from many plain 
Texts of Scripture, and from the Nature of 
the Covenant of Grace, and the purchaſe 
that Chriſt hath made for them that are his ; 
and the Almightineſs of God, who hath un- 
dertaken and promiſed to keep them, that 
Mthey ſhall not depart from him and perifh : 
that there is ſcarce any part of Religion 
{hat hath been controverted, that is with 
ore facility defended againſt all Oppo- 
ers. 
0 But ſuch Scriptures hold forth that there 
of 5 Common Grace, as well 'as Special : Fudas 
6 (is profeſſion and gifts : Simon Magus his be- 
ME. G 3 lieving 
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liewng when he {aw the Miracles and Signs 
which were done: Herod's hearing Fohbn 
Baptiit gladly , and doing many things: 
Av pa * being almoſt perſwaded to bex 
Coriſtian : come all under this Head of 
Common workings of the Spirit ; 1o called 
becauſe that net onely thoſe that are ſ«-| 
ved, but thoſe that per:ſh, have many 
times ſuch workings of the Spirit. | 
Now therefore obſerve , that amongſ 
thoſe that God is pleaſed to beſtow Common} 
grace upon, ſome are oxdained to eternal 
[ife;, and upon theſe the Lord ſooner or la 
tcr beſtows ſpecial grace. And as for others, 
the holy Lord doth either by the common 
motions and influences of his Spirit, keep 
them in the profeſſion and praftice of it all 
their days; in his infinite wiſdom and good] 
pleaſure making ule.of their common grace 
and gifts for the good of others, and for the 
preventing of their own greater damnation; 
arelle God in his righteous judgment fa 
qrdereth: it, that thaſe common influences 
and workings of the Spirit depart from 
them, and lo they openly fall away into 
groſs errour or profanenels of life to their 
greater- damnation. HE 
As to Common Grace and preparatory 
Wworkzngs of the Spirit, ome carry that pon 
rn 0 
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ſo far that they confound commer and Fe- 
cial Grace, darken the -Dottrine of Conver- 
jon, and caſt a ſttumbling-block before weak 
Chriſtians, puzling them exceedingly,{peak- 
ing of ſome things under that Head, that 
Jare wrought -onely in thoſe that are effe- 


;.Aually called. 


But theſe things following may be brought 
KR under this Head of Common Grace, and pre- 
paratory workings of the Spirit. 

1. An Illamnation of the Spirit, to make 
[impreſſion upon the Soul, that there is a 
.E God, that Man is fallen in Adam, that Fe- 
ſus Chriſt is the Mediatour, that there is 
Heaven and Hell; yea' one that hath onely 
this common ilumination, may have know- 
ledge, notional knowledge and utterance 
about theſe and other points of Keligron, 


eld beyond many ſincere Chriſtians. Hence it 


is that men may go to Hell with their heads 
© full of knowledge and notions of Relzgrer : 
Some that we think for their knowledge 
and excellent parts, are happy men, yet may 
have onely common illumination and periſh. 

2. Convittion of Sin comes in allo under 


| this Head of Common Grace, and prepara- 


tory workings of the Spirit. The Lord ulcth . 
before he infuſeth Fazth im Chriſt, and the 
habit of ſpecial orace tmto the heart, firſt ta Þ 
GC 4 _ cop- of 
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convince men of S:x. Thoſe that were con 
verted, in the Second Chapter of the At} 
were firſt pricked in their begrts with the 
fenſe of their ſms, verſe 37. afterwards Golf 
Savethem Faith in Chriſt. | 
What ſis the Lord will ſet home uporf 
the Conſcience, firſt of all to awaken and 
ſtartle a ſecnre Sinner , depends upon his 
boly pleaſure. 
Sometimes the Lord ſhews men {o much 
of their own wv:leneſs, as doth almoſt fink 
them in their Spirits; ſometimes the Lord 
dealeth with them in a gentler way : Ufu- 
ally God ſets home groſs ſins, Special ſins, 
with moſt terrour upon the heart. It is no 
matter how long it is ſince the ſi hath beer 
committed ; God can let it home upon the 
Conſcience with as much terrour, as if it} 
had been but yeſterday. 
The univerſal depravedneſs and corrup- 
tion of our Nature is ſometimes ſet home 
upon the Conſcience, that the convinced ſin- 
zer feeth himſelf more vile upon that ac- 
count, than upon the account of his ſinful 
alt's. 
[t is ſaid of the Holy Gboſt,that he ſhall con: 
vince men of ſin, becauſe they believe not on 
Chriſt, John 16. 8,9. From whence we muſt 
not conclude, that men arenot ſo throughly 
-— "ephvinced 
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convinced of ſi, as God doth convince men 
i in the. preparatory workings of the Spirit, ex- 
rv cept the Lord do ſet it home particularly 
07 vpon the Conſcience; that the perſon be- 
= ſides many other ſis, is guilty of the ſn of 
ms belief, taking it for the Soul's not.:com- 
v8 ing to Chriſt, and believing and relying uf- 
$58 on him asa Savioxr : But we may take the 
20t believing on Chriſt there in a large ſenſe, 
hs for being in a courſe of perztercy and 
kn egraceleſneſs: Or we may thus conceive the 
08 mcaning of the place, that the Holy Ghoſt in 
uM converting Souls will convince them» of ſin, 
M ( what ſms he pleaſeth) and ſhew them that 
08 they are in danger of Hell and damnation, 
n= being ſuch perſons as are not yet in Chri#F, 
ef and believe not on his Name, and lo have 
ity - not their pardon in Chriſt, to plead for their 
= diſcharge from the guzle of their ſins. 
p- It is true, where perſons have been long 
ne under convittions of other ſins, and have li- 
K ved under much preaching of Chriſt, and yet 
c-M have gone on a great while in a way of /ech- 
ul 72g to be juftificd by their own righteouſneſs, 
and are npt brought to give God the whele 
ml glory of his free grace in Chriſt, in juſtiſyiag 
on and ſaving of them, the Lord may fet home, | 
RE this znbelzef of theirs, and ſligh:ing of Chriſt 
ly their excly - remedy, as a great ſin anu | 
| f Ay 2 # 
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folly, but that the Lord doth ſet home this 
particularly upon every one that is under 
conviction, in order to a ſound converſion, 
and that convittion is not through and ſuffi 
cient without this, cannot be made out by 
Scripture. 

Under this Head it muſt be conſidered, 
That though the Lord uſeth to convince men 
of ſin, and fright men with the terrours of 
the Law, whom he intends to convert and 
bring to Chriſt. 

Yet firſt, all that are converted feel not 
the like terrours and fears of the wrath to 
come, before their cloſing with Chriſt. 

' 2. Thovgh the ſetting home of ſi por 

"the Conſcience, and putting the Soul in fear 
of the wrath tocome, is the work, of the Spi- 
7it, making uſe of the terrours of the Law 
to that purpoſe; yet not every thing that 
lometimes follows thereupon,as a mans con- 
cluding that he ſhall never find mercy ;, or his 
going on in a legal way to ſeek peace, and 
healing of his wounds by his own righteouſneſs 
and duties, without the blood of Chriſt ; 
theſe things come not from the holy Spzrit, 
that firſt convinced the Soul of ſi, but from 
Satan, and from the corruption of our own 
hearts,;that mix themſelves, and put in with 
thele convictions and workings of the _ 

3. All 
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3- All that are convinced of ſin, and have 
terrours, yea it may be very great !er70urs 
8 of Conſcrence thereupon, are not converted. 
By Carr and 7rd as had great terrours of Conſci- 
8 ence, and yet never were converted : yet 
alas, many in giving account of their cor- 
;8 verſion, build tao much upon this, that at 
WW ſuch a time they were much troubled for 
[Y their 2s, when as trouble for ſi is not a 
IB ſufficient evidence of a ſound converſion, if 
it be onely for fear of Hell and damnation : 
ti But if after ſight of our ſins, and. fear of 
= the wrath of God, we were brought to know 

Chriſt, to prize Chriſt above all, to reſt our 
: | weary ſouls upon him, yea upon himalone, 
"| and were made willing in the day of his pewer, 
to take his yoak, upon us, thatas we live by 
him, we might alſo live to him: then the 
work , the good work of Special and ſaving 
grace is begun in us, Praiſes to Fehovab for 
ever. 

3. There is ſome ſtop put to ſin eſpecially 
groſſe ſin,by this common ullumination and com- 
mon convictions of the Spirit So that aMan be-' 
ing awed with the terrors of the law, dare not 
run into that exceſſe of riot and prophan- 
eſſe that he hath done, but having lome fee- 
ling of the bitterneſs of fin cannot commit 
It with that greedineſs that he hath done. 

; But | 


23 Common workings of the Spirit, 
But begins to leave more open and groſs ſins, 
and perform cuties of Religion and ſets 
upon reforming of his Life ; and finds ſome 
kinde of joy and peace therein, which yet we 
may not think comes from the comforter the 
Holy Ghoſt, for he giveth no joy and peace 
to any, but what flows from the beholding 
God's reconciled face in Chriſt, or a reflex- 
jon upon the cffetts of his grace and pre- 
{ence with us, leading us forth in wayes of 
holineſs and obedience in his Name. So that 
wee muſt diligently conſider that although 
theſe common workings of the Spirit, dolay 
{ome reſtraint upon Sin, and put us upon 
good duties and reformation of Life, yet wee 
muſt not reſt here and ſay ſurely the bitter- 
nels of Death is paſt; but careful muſt we be 
as for our Lives, that now our Souls be 
rightly bottvmed upon Chriſt, that he may 
be our righteouſneſs, to juſtify us and the 
onely Fountaine of ſanRification and hoh:- 
neſs to us. huts 
Many other things might be added under 
this head of common grace and preparatory 
workings of the ſpirit; as that the Lord 
| doth ſometimes make great impreſſions upon 
| men of the holineſs of the Law, of his juſt- 
| ice if he ſhould caſt vs into hell, of the' in- 


 & #ufficiency of our owne. rightcouſneſs to 


make 
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make our peace with him and that we muſt 
come to Chriſt if we would have life. 

But we muſt not extend the preparatory 
workings of the Spirit to far as ſome do, as 
iſthere were any ſaving work upon the ſoul, 
before union with Chriſt. 

That which I aimeat here, is to ſhew that 
in converſion ordinarily there is legal repen- 
tance before Evangelical, ſight and ſenſe of 
ſin, before Chriſt be brought into the Soul, 
but no ſpeciall grace and taving work untill 
union with Chriſt and infuſion of a new 
heart and ſpirit : of theſe things this is the 
ſum, The Lord doth uſually work common 
grace, before he works ſpeciall grace : Some 
have theſe common workings of the Spirit 
and yet are never favingly converted. In the 
ele& theſe common workings of the Spirit 
are the preparing the way to ſpeciall grace, 
that the Lord intends to beſtow upon them, 
that is, that the common illumination, con- 
vitions and humbling for ſin, that the holy 
Ghoſt worketh in the ele& before their con- 
verſion, are in order to their converſion, 


CHAP. 


Of Special G race. 


CH AP. IL 


Shewing what Special Grate and Ss 
ving Converſion is. 


Ow to ſhew what Special Grace and 
Saving Converſion is; Firſt 1 ſhall 
give a ſhort definition of it. 

"Tis a work of the Spirit of God upon thi 
foul, whereby the habit, the principle and ſeed 
of all grace 1s infuſed,changing and ſanttifying 
the heart, to the bringing of 4 to truſt wholly 
in Criſt for ſalvation, to repent of our Sins, to 
love God and unfeignedly deſire to walk be- 
fore him in obedience and newneſs of Life ac- 
cording to his will. = 

Thoſe who have this change Wrought in 
them arepaſſed from death to life, ſhall un- 
doubtedly be faved and inherit everlaſting 
Life. 

But to open the dofrine of converſion 
more-fully and plainly to every ones capaci- 
ty, I know no better and ſurer way then to 
explain ſome of thoſe expreſſions of the holy 
Scripture, by which ſpecial grace and cone 
verfioit is ſet forth to us. 


F irſt, 


Of Special Grace, JT 
Firſt, ſpecial grace and converſion is fre- 
8 quently, (eſpecially in the new Teſtament ) 
called believing on Chriſt, To as many as 
received him, tothem he gave power to be- 
come the Sons of God, even to as many as 
believed on his name. Fohr 1. 12. He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlaſting Life, 
| John. 3. 36. This is the word of God that ye 
| believe on him whom he hath ſent, John. 6. 29. 
Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and theu 
alt be ſaved Att. 16.31. With the heart 
Man believeth unto righteouſneſs, Rom.10.10. 
By grace are ye ſaved through Faith, Ephel. 
2. 8. yea this grace of believing is ſpoken 
of in the Old Teſtament, though not ſo 
clearly as in the new. 
Look to me and be ſaved,[{a.4.3.22. where 
by looking is meant believing and wer/. 24. 
urely ſhall one ſay in the Lord (viz the Lord 
eſua the Mediator) have l righteouſneſs and 
firength, even to him ſhall men come, 24 vez/. 
yhere by coming is meant believing. Thoſe 
that were ſaved under the Old Teſtament 
ſaw Chriſt's day of coming in the fleſh affar. 
pff,and were glad and put their truſt in him, 
aving the ſame ſpirit of Faith'in Cariſt, 
nat the Saints have now. 
Well then it is clear that where there' is 
a true believing on Chriſt there is true con- 
| verſion 
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verſion. Now therefore let us inquire when 
a man doth believe to the ſaving of his foul f 
And there is a neceſſity to enquire into the 
true nature of Saving Faith; becauſe a Man 
may have ſome kind of Faith, and yet ne- 
ver go to Heaven? ſome are ſaid for a-| 
while to believe, and afterwards to fall a-} 
away Luke. 8.13. Simon Magn, is laid to 
believe, Af. 8. 13. Which Scripture do 
ſhew that there is an aflent to the DoArine 
of the Goſpel, which is but a temporary 
Faith, an hiſtorical Fzith from common ullu. 
mination and conviRions. Yea itis ſaid, the 
Devils believe and tremble , Fames. 2. 3, 
The devils, by the power of light, and con- 
victions are forced to believe that there is a 
God, though yet they are Enemies to him, 
and wiſh there were no God. The truth is,! 
ifa man do believe the Do@rine of Reli- 
gion, fo as that he maketh no queſtion ol 
the truth thereof, he doth well, and he 
ought to be thankful for this common light 
and help of the Fpirit, for all men have not 
this Faith of Aſent to the truth of Chriſtianſ 
Religion. Yea at ſome ſpecial ſeaſons 0 
temptation, a Child of God may be much 
troubled about ſome main points of the Go» 
ſpel : but the God of all Grace will ( after 


they have ſeen their own weaknels a wang 
and 
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and been greatly humbled). eſtabliſhed 
them and ſettle them again. But I ſay, that 
a meer Aſent to the truth of Religion, is 
not enough to prove a man to be converted, 
for that may be without the true love and 
liking of Religion in the heart. 

That believing in Chriſt which is pecu- 
liar to thoſe that are ſaved, may be thus 
deſcribed : It is a principle infuſed by the Spi- 
rit of God into the heart, whereby a poor ſin- 
ner wlightned to ſee the truth of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and convinced of his loſt and miſerable 
eſtate by ſin, and taken off from all hope and 
confidence in himſelf, doth truſt and rely upon 
Jeſus Coriſt, our great high Prieſk and Media- 
tour, to be pardoned and accepted, and bt 
made an Heir of Eternal life throuch him. 
$$ Thenature of this Grace may be furthet 
;- underſtood, . by conſidering how it is ſet 
forth by various expreſſions in the Scri- 
1c Prure. 

WK 1- "Tis called a truſting in Chriſt, or 4 
hoping in Chriſt, Ephel. 1. 12, 13. That we 
wuld be to the praiſe of his glory, who firſt 
ruſted in Chriſt, : In whom ye alſo truſted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, Now 
os Expreſſion holds forth thus much to us, 
hat when a poor Sinner is convinced of his ' 
tiiferahle eſtate by ſin, if the Lord have a 
gff- 
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gracious purpole to him, he will take him 
off from truſting in any thing in himſelf, to 
juſtiie him in Gods ſight, and reveal the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to him, the onely Re- 
deemer, and mighty to ſave, and 1o enable 
the poor Sinner to truſt in him, and lay the 
whole weight and ſtreſs of his Soul upon 
him. 

2, Believing in Chriſt, is called & ftie:ng 
for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope that « 
ſet before us in the GoFpel, Heb. 6.18. When 
the Soul is {aid to flee for refuge, it is an il- 
luſion to the City of refuge under the Lay, 
to which the Man-ſlayer was to flee from 
the Avenger of blood, and it isto ſhew, that 
when the Lord converts a Sinner, he ma- 
kethhim ſee the danger ne is in, he maketh 
him cry out, O the Avenger of blood ;, O the 
wrath of God ts fit to overtake me ! How ſhall 
I eſcape ? What ſhall I do ? The Lord fills a 
poor Sinner with fear and fſolicitouſneſs a- 
bout his condition, as the Man-flayer under 
the Law was, about the ſaving of his life 
from the Avenger of blood. If the Lord take 
delight in us to make us his people, he will 
convince us of ſin, and make us ſee that the 
Curſe of the Law is purſuing of us to take 
vengeance on us for our ſins, and make u; 
cry out fora Cty of refuge, and will ſhew 
vj 
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vs that all other things are but refwges of 
lies, and that the Lord Jeſus is the onely 
City of refuge, and ſafety for a poor Sinner 
to fleeunto, he is the ſfrong Ciry, the ſalva- 
tion that is in him will be as Walls and Bul- 
warks about a poor guilty Sinner for ever, 
that gets into him : Till Sinners be ſenſible 
of fin, and lee in what an evil caſe and 
condition they are, the vengeance of erer- 
nal fire being ready to ſeize upon them, 
they regard not a City of refuge - what care 
they for Fe/wus Corift, let others look after 
him and take him that ſee their need of him, 
they apprehend no danger in their -preſent 
condition ; they lee no need of an Ark for 
the ſaving of their Souls, they ſee no deluge 
of wrath coming, till it may be*tis too late, 
and then they cry out an Ark, an Ark, 
aChriſt, a Chriſt, when their day of Grace 
is paſt : They fee no need ofa City of refuge, 
- they think they are ſafe and well enough, 

what ſhould they fear ? till it may be the 
time is paſt, and the Gate of the City of re- 
juge (hut againſt them: then, O who ſhall bring 
» into the ſtrong City ? Who will bring us into 
the City of refuge £ O a Chriſt, a Chriſt to 
ſave me,or elſe | am now, even now, ſinking 

into the bottomleſs Pit. | 
' But as many as are ordained ro eternal life, 
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ſhall believe oa the Name of the Son of Gad, 
to them he ſhall be precious, they ſhall makg 
him their ſtrong City , their h:ding placs, 
their T ower of defence, and City of refuge. 
There is another Expreſſion in this Play 
to let forth the work of believing, and th 
Nature of it, when the Apoſtle ſhews tha 
the delign ofthe Soul,nits coming to Chrif 
is tolay hold upon the hope that 1s ſer befor 
4 in him, namely, the hope of paraon, ſal. 
vation, and eternal life, The Lord ſhews 
poor Sinner, that as much as he hath broke 
the Law, yet there is One that came t( 
ſeek and to ſave loſt ſinners, and that therei 
hope (et before miſerable ſinners in the G 
ſpel, and ſo Chriſt is called or hope, 1 Tin 
1.1. the Objett and Ground of Hope, Hei 
whom there is hope for poor ſinners. No 
then the laying hold of this hope is beliewin 
on Chriſt : Many never knew what it was if 
fear and tremble, and ſee what a ſtorm the 
fins had raiſed, that they were in dangeri#. 
be caſt away for ever, nor ever yet kn 
what it was to Iay hold on the hope that f 
\ through Chriſt, to be as the Anchor i 
their Souls, both ſure and ſtedfaſt,. to h 
them and keep them from eternal ſi 
wracks. 


By the way, if any ſhall ſay in theſe 
prefſi 
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-pſeſſions about believing, here is no men- 


ridn of the Souls ſubmitting to Chriſts Lord- 


ſhip, conſenting to be ruled and governed 


by him, renouncing the dominion of ſi. 
I anſwer, that Frame of ſpirit, that Prin- 


ciple is wrought in all that do rrzly believe ; 


but there is ſo much ſpoken in the Scripture 
of Faith under theſe notions of truſting or 
Coriſt fleeing for refuge to him , and laying 
hold on the hope that us ſet before us in him, for 


ſuch reaſons as thele following. 
1. Becauſe although when a Soul is cox- 


W-verted, he takes Chriſt as a Sanitifier as well 
Was a Saviour, and is affected with the-filth 


of ſin,, as well as the guiit of ſin, yet the 
rincipal thing that the Soul i affcited withall, 


the firſt is, What ſhall I doto be ſaucd? As 


) 
in 
| 
f 
[| 
] 
[ 
{ 
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he Jaylor cried out, As 16. 13, This is 
ot yet 1ſo fully his great queſtion, What 
1all 1 do tobe ſanttified £ Bur O how fhall 
be ſaved from Tell and eternal danmation, 
hat I may not have the wrath of God abide 
pon me for ever; and fo the poor ſinner is 
lireted to ſpy out that in Chriſt that an- 
wereth to this great difficulty to ſaveir 
rom wrath, and in the recezving and ap- 
ying Chriſt as a Saviour and propitiation ſor 
ur ſins: the Soul is allo ſecretly and pow- 
rſully wrought upon, to deſire heartily ta 

bs 
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be turned from ſz, and to /ive ro Chriſt for 
evermore. 

2. Becauſe although where true Faith is, 
there is a principle of new Obedience allo, 
yet Faith as "tis ſaid to juſtify, doth onel) 
apprehend ana receive Chritt, as our perfeti 
righteouſneſs and attonement with God,and 
is to be carefully diſtinguiſhed from ney 
Obedience, which in that reſpe&t is but the 
efte& and concomitant thereof. 

3. Becaule this is a great, a very great 
work of the Spirit, ( greater then moſt think) 
to bring a poor convinced ſinner to venture hu 
ſoul, and eternall condition upon the Mediation 
and righteouſneſs of Feſwa Chriſt, Not but 
they that know him may well put their trult 
in him, who 1s able to ſave to the uttermoſt, 
all that come to God by him; but for a poor 
Sinner that ſeeth what a holy, and righteous 
Law he hath broken, what a great and holy 
God he hath offended, what great and ſore 
puniſhment he hath deſerved; and which 1s 
inflited upon the generality of his felloy 

{inners to all eternity, when theſe things are 
realized to a Man, ( as they areto thole that 
are brought to Chriſt )) and that he is allo 
convinced that he hath no righteouſneſs d 
his own,to make ſatisfaftion to the juſtice 0 
God: and to give unto God a ranſom n 


Of believing on Chriſt. 39 
he ſhould be delivered from going down to 
the pit. For this Man thus enlightned, awa- 
kened and convinced to put his truſt in the 
righteouſneſs of another, one whom he never 
ſaw, when he manifeſted himfelfin the fleſh, 
and ſuffred for ſin, the juſt for the unjuſt; for 
a poor ſinner to reje all other confidences 
pitched on by the Sons of men, and to flee 
onely to this City of refuge, and his heart 
to truſt ſaſely there, is an eminent work of 
4} the Spirit : And ſo it will appeare when God 
)| ſhall be glorified in his Saints, and be admi- 
ured inall them that do believe, not onely for 
giving ſuch. a ſure objc& of Faith, as Zeſ#24 * 
Chriſtis,but for drawing poor ſinners to him. 
E Tis anany cafy thing for ignorant un-con- 
vinced finners, to ſay they have Faith: and 
Yay they believe on Chriſt ; but no Man can 
wFcome to Chriſt and truly believe on his 
yEName, except he heare and learn of the 
refiFather, and be drawn by an Almighty 
5? ower unto him. ; 

will 4. Believing in Chriſt is called in the Scri- 
re pture. Our coming to Chriſt ; But I faid unto 

you,that ye alſo have ſeen me, and believe not 

all that the Father giveth me ſhall come 16 me, 

$Joh.6.36,37. If any man thirſt let him come” 
wnto mee, and drink. Joh. .7. Ye will not come 

mnto we, that ye may have liſe,Foh, 5. 40. By 

4. _ _ this 
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this coming is not meant alocal coming, but 
a fpiritual unto Chriſt.He that truly cometh 
to Chriſt doth, come indeed from the power 
and filth of Sin, to put himſelf under the go 
vernment and obedience of the Lord Jeſus : 
but that which 1s principally held forth by 
this coming unto Chriſt, is the coming unto 
him as a Saviour from the guilt of (in, to be 
waſhed and made white in his blood, and be 
pardoned and juſtified through him. 
5- B-:lieving in Chriſt is called in the 

Scripture, our receiving of Chriſt, to as many 
as recerved him,to them gave he power to become 
the Sons of God, even to as many as believed 
on his Name, Jehn. 1. 12. Now although 
every one that truely believeth, receiveth 
Chriſt in all his Offices, as a King to rule 
him, as a Prieſt to ſave him, and as a Pre: 
phert to teach him: yet when believing is et 
out by receiving Chriſt, it is meant eſpe- 
cially of our rece:ving and embracing him as 
a Saviour, who is in a peculiar manner 7e-| 
cerved into, and dwells in our hearts by faith, 
Epheſ. 3. 17. If any delire that I ſhould 
ſpeak a little more to open the Nature of 
| ſaving Faith, and foto diſtinguifh it from a} 
common, notional and hiſtorical Faith, it 
may be done by fhewing the Seciel proper- 
2165 thereof. | 

1. 'T4 
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1. *Tis a knowing Faith, *tis accompa- 
nied with ſo much /:zght and knowledge, as is 
neceſſary to let Chriſt into the Soul, know- 


ing thata man is not juſtified by the works 
of the Law, but by the Faith of Feſus Chriſt : 


We have believed on him, that we might be ju- 


ſtified by the Faith of bim, 1aith the Apoſtle, 


Galat.2. 16. So that except there be ſome 
knowledge of the greatneſs and holineſs of 


| God with whow: we have to do; lome knows= 


ledge of our Fall in Adam,!ome knowledge 
of Chriſh the Mediatour, our eſtate cannot 
be good ; for how ſhall we believe on him, . of 
whom we have no knowledze ? | tpeak not 
here of degrees of kyowledge, as if e- 
very one that truly believeth in Carift, 
had a great meaſure thereof, but that 
there muſt be ſome competent know- 
ledge. 

This doth diftinguiſh true Farth from that 
wnorant Faith that many have, who while 


| they think they believe on Chriſt, know no- 


thing of their /oſ# eſtate by Nature, and of 
the Perſon and Mediation of the Son of God : 
for if men do not know Chriſt in ſome mea- 


| {pre, neither do they believe on hivs. 


Put here let me be underſtood, not to- 
ſpeak of Infants, nor of [deots, or deaf and | 
aumb perſons born io, whoſe Ignorance is in> | 
vincible. : 
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vincible, as to any outward means to bring 
them to the knowledge of Chriſt, through 
their nataral incapacity of receiving mfor- 
mation by the Scriptures and Miniſtery of 
theNord, we are not to have {uch hard 
thoughts of their condition, as if none fuch 
could be ſaved, for doubtleſs ſome of them 
are ſaved, and even by the blood of: Chriſt, 
as well as others, and have the ſced and ha- 
bit of Faith and Repentance, and the habit of 
[ritual knowledge infufed into them alto by 
the Holy Gheſt, though in a way altogether 
undiſcernable to us. And what ſhould 
hinder, or why ſhould it be thought incre- 
dible, that God who quickzeth all things, and 
infules a rational ſoul into Infants in the 
Womb, and hath given a rational ſoul to 
Hdcots, ( however the aRings of it are ob- 
ſtruted by ſome defets of the Organs of 
the Body: ) I ſay what ſhould hinder but 
that God can and doth, when it pleaſeth 
him, infuſe /þ:r:tual life, and the habit of 
all orace into Infants and Ideots. 
But for perſons that are growne up to 
years, and have the exCrciſe of reaſon, it is 
#he' way of God, if he pleaſe to convert 
, them, {o to enlighten them as to exerciſe 

their thoughts about the matters of Salva- 
| Lion, and to give them a (ight of their __ 
an 
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and make known ſenſibly unto them, that 
Jelus Chriſt is the only way of help and fal- 
vation for them; So that though there may 
be knowledge without Faith, yet in grown 
perſons and thoſe that have the excrcite of 
realon there cannot be Faith, without fome 
competent meaſure of knowledge. There- 
fore luch as are groſly ignorant, and ſcarce 
know from any inward illumination, 
whether there be a Chriſt or no, or 
whether they have any need of him to de- 
liver. them from the wrath to come, are 
not to flatter and deceive themtclves in 
thinking they believe in Chriſt, becaule 
It is not the way of God to make a New 
Creation in perſons grown up to years, 
and baving the exerciſe of realon, but he 
laith Ler there be light. Commanding 
Light to ſhine out of darkneſs, and ſ{hin- 
ning into them to give them the knowledge 
of Jeſus our Lord. I know there is great 
difference of mens parts, education . and 
the mcans of knowledge that men have, 
but God hath none of his Children borne 
blind altogether, ſpiritually blind, and ig- 
norant. Though men go blindiold tor þ 
Hell ; yet they do not go blindfold te 
Heaven, but the Lord ſhews them fi:ſt 
how they are out of the way that leadetn 


unta | 
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unto Liſe, and are in the broad way that 
Jeadeth to deſtrution and then revea- 
Icth Chriſt to them, as the way to Life, 
and that Faith in him, repentance and holi. 
nels do accompany Salvation. Therefore 
thoſe that are grofly ignorant are cer- 
tain'y in a bad eſtate, though they are 
loath to ſee it, let them conlider what 
the Scriptures fay of them. This is a 
People of no underſtanding, therefore he 
that made them will not have mercy on 
them, and he that formed them will ſhew 
them no favour, F/aiah. 27. 11. They do 
«lwayes erre in their hearts they have not 
known wy wayes, Heb. 3. 10. Which 
ſhews that Men muſt needs erre in their 
hearts, and can never walk with God, 
when they do not know his wayes at 
all. There is none that underſtanaeth 
there is none that ſecheth after God, Rom. 
3. 11. Until men come to have ſome 
underſtanding that they have loſt the fa- 
vour of God and his Image, and that 
there is a Way in Chriſt to come unto 
God and be accepted with him, they will 
never ſcek aſter God, if haply they may 
find him, and fo we ſee by Luke, 1. 79. 
That thoſe that fit in darkneſs and to- 


| tall ignorance and blindneſs, they alfo 
lit 
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fit in the region and ſhadow of death; In 
the very Suburbs and gate of Hell. 

2. *Tus a penitent Faith, that is, true 
Faith is alwayes accompanied with true 
repentance this diſtinguiſheth it from 
that notional Faith that many have; they 
pretend to believe in Chriſt, but they 
never mourn for ſin, they do not loath them- 
ſelves for their intquiries. Some may talk 
of Free Grace, and of believing in Cor:ft, but 
look upon ſorrow for ſin as a bondage-frame, 
and know not what it 15 to be vile en therr 
own eyes, and abhor themſelves for their evil 
ways and doings againſt the Lord : Where 
it isſo there, is not rrue faith, their farth 
is buta fancy and a meer notion, who make 
ſin a light matrer, and have their hearts ne- 
ver rent and broken for it. 

3. *T is an affettionate Faith, that is, true 
Faith is accompanied with Love to the per- 
ſon of Chriſt, in whom we do believe: [n- 
deed that which firſt affefteth a poor convin- 
ced ſinner towards Chriſt, is, that he us 4 
Saviour and Deliverer from the guilt of ſin - 
but in the looking towards him as a Savs- 
our, the Soul falleth in love with him alfo, 
ashe is God bleſſed for ever, and as he is fil- 
led with the &:rit of Grace in our Nature 


ſo that union with him is every way defira- | 
| _ ble 
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ble to the Soul: to them that do believe 
Carist is precio, not onely for his Benefits, 
but for his Per/ozz ; that when a poor Sznner 
looks to Chriſt with an eye of faith, he looks 
to Chriſt with an eye of love too, and it is 
in his heart to fay, O Lord Feſus, to whom [ 
come 45 a poor loſt Sinner, to be waſhed from 
my fias with thy blood, I love thee, I prize 
thee, thou art excellent and glorious: Didſt 
thou wourhſafe to be manifeſt in the fleſh? 
D:aſt thou come to ſeck and ſave that which 
was los ? My heart cleaveth to thee tn love : 
And O that I could love thee more, O thou 
excellent, mo(} excellent Lord Feſws! O thou 
art fairer then all the children of men, fairer 
then all the Anrels in Heaven ! O a Saviout 
and ſuch a Saviour, the brightneſs of the Fa- 
thers Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon! Othy Name ts as an Oyntment poured 
forth ! there ts none like unto thee : I believe 
in thee and love thee too, thou art moſt ſweet, 
thou art altozether lovely, O my dear Lord 
Feſus! I firſt caſt mine eyes towards thee as 4 
Redeemer and Saviour, being forced and ne- 
ceſſitated to lookout for a reſt for my weary 
Sorl, aid being a little acquainted with thee, 
thou haſt taken my heart with thy gloriow per- 
fon : O thou art the mighty God, one with the 
Father, O Ibehold ſomething of thy glory, w 

| 0 
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of the onely begotten Son of God: thou art 
Goa manifest in the fleſh: O'tis Immanuel, 
Goa with us ' *'T is the Lord of glory that was 
crucified for poor ſinners ! He 1s worthy to be 
praiſed, he is worthy to be beloved : Bleſſing, 
and glory, and honour to this great Media- 
tour: Praiſe him, O ye Sons of men ! Praiſe 
him all the Angels that excell in ſtrength : 
How little can I one poor creature doin prat- 
ſmg and admiring of him. O help, help to 
pratſe him, help to admire him, belp to love 
him ;, let every one have a Pſalm of praiſe to 
him, utter your Sonzs aloud, aloud ſins Halle- 
Imains to this King of glory. 

But if any man doth not admire and love 
oy Lord Jeſus, neither doth he believe in 

IM. 

4. *T #5 an holy Faith, not onely in regard 
of the Objeft of it, the Lord Feſws Chriſt, the 
boly One, but in regard of the effeRts of it; 
true Faith is always accompanied with Hel:- 
neſs, in ſome comfortable meafure with 
the principal deſire and endeavour of Ho- 
line[s. 

Our Hearts are purified and ſanRtihed by 
Faith, for he that doth rightly, looks to 
Chriſt as a Saviour, ſubmits to him as a. 
SanRifier alſo; and it is in his heart to ſay, 00 
Lord Jeſus, thou art a bleſſed Mcdtatour tn- 
aced, 
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deed, thou art able not onely to ſave me fron 
theguilt of my ſins, but to deliver me from the 
power of my vile luſts : Come in thou bleſſed 
of the Lord, come into my heart , ſet up thy 
\ Throne there 1, cast down all my lu3ts to the 
ground , turn me from my iniquitics, bring 
znto captivity every thought to the obeatenct 
of thee, let me be partaker of a ſecond benefit, 
not onely be juſtified by thee, but ſan#tified by 
thee. Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, ſtand 
not without, welcom Chriſt as a Saviour, wel. 
come Chriſt as a Santtifier ;, thou art he whon 
wy Soul delighteth in, come into thy T emple, 
drive out all my luſts even all of them, u 
thou once didſt the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple; ſhew the power of thy grace, O migh- 
ty one, go forth conquering and to conguer, 
ſubdue mine miquities , ſtrong ts thy arm, 
ſtrong ts thy right hand : let me ſee my deſire 
upon thine enemies, and my enemies, theſe wilt 
luSts of my heart, ſmite tham to the ground, 
that they may not riſe a ſecond time until thu 
be perfectly done, and my heart be brought tl 
perfett obed:ence to thee, I ſhall ſigh and ne 
_ewerbeat reſt. 

Thus we may diſtinguiſh true Faith, 
from counterfeit Faith that many have, 
who while they pretend to belzeve 01 


Chriſt as a Saviour, have no my 
an 
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ind deſire -to be ſanitified and walk hols}: 
but rather are more emboldened oF pl by 
ſeeming , to lean upon Chriſt for ſalua- 
tion. | 

5. Tis an abiding Faith, true Faith 
in Chriſt is a fixed. and permanent thing. 
One that hath but common workings of 
| the Spirit, may for a fit in great. tertors 
'| of conſcience, or at. the hearing of a 
{jÞ Sermon of Chriſt, ſeem to believe ir Chriſt,&& 
.Þ prize Chriſt above all; but when the-trog- 
| ble of Conſcience, is worne of and thoſe 
Common workings of the Spirit fayle, Chriſt 
i} is deſpiſed and made nothing of. © 
| Though a Believer is not alwaies. aQz 
fling Faith on Chriſt yet he hath tral 


TW 


. 


the habit of Faith, ſuch a Frame an 
bent upon his hear? . that ' though he is 
not at the prefent urider terrors of Cons 
cience,, and though his heart and Life 
be more reformed then it hath been, 
jt ſill he lives upon Cþr:/# as Fehounh 
is righteouſneſs , not only at the firſt 
ooking . to Chriſt but evermore deſiring 


0 be found in him; whereas others grow 
atiton agaipſt Chriſt when they bet out 
df terrors of Conſcience, and think't ey can 
lo well enough, with their own righteouſ- 
z!{s without his, If = man hath found 

E thax 
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that through the Grate of God his hear 
hath been carried out in a conſtant way, 
from time to time, ſince the Lord firf 
wrought upon him, ſtill to be humble 
for. fo and to prize Chriſt , and to live 
wholly upon his righteouſneſs , it is a fi 
gne of true Faith ;n Chriſt. 

'. By ſuch things as theſe we may exa- 
mine 'our ſelves whether we have Fai 
or | no and . prove our ſelves whether 
Chriſt be in wa or not. 


'*Serohdly, ſpecial grace and converſim 
:s frequently called repentance. Repentan- 
ce from dead Works Heb. 6* 1. Repentan 
ce, to ſalvation 2 Cor. 7..10. God con 
mandeth men every where to Yepent Adt. 
17. 30. Repent and be conuw##ted that you 
ſins may be blotted out, AR. Z. 19. Then 
hath God alſo to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto Life, AQ. 11.18. Hin 
bath God exalted with his right' hand ti 
be .a. prince and a Saviour," to<pWe' repen- 
tance tnto Iſrael and forgiveneſs of Sins. 
Therefore if the Lord hath 'geoen 4 
wan repentance be is in. # ſtate of grait 
and his rn are forgiven him. © 
'-But there is' a Legal repentance fo 


by 
he 


called; 1, Becaule it is wrought only | 
| [ 
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the terrors of the Law and fear of dam- 


nation, 2. Becauſe the perſon that re- 
penteth onely in''that way and manner 
as to his ſtate and condition, is yet un- 


der the Law and the curſes of it, and 
not under Grace; Now this is not that 
which the Scripture calleth repentance 
unto Life, and repentance unto Salvation 
but may be in thoſe that never ſhall be 
ſaved. The Holy Ghoſt ſaith, that Futas 
repented himſelf faying, have betrayed 
the innocent blood ,, Matth. 27. 3, 4. And 
Ahab when he heard of Gods Judgments 
againſt him, rent hs clothes, put 'ſackecloth 
upon his fleſh and faſted and humbled him- 
rm i Kings. 21. 27. 29. yet 'we find not 
inthe Scripture that he was converted, but 
the contrary. Men are'in nothing more de- 
ceived then about Repentance, deferring it 
to old age, when they have had'their fill of 
Sin as if they were ſure of their lives, as 


' long as they pleaſe to count their time'in the 


world, and « if:they could repent at any 
time when it ſhall pleaſe them tothink beſt ; 
and ſo likewiſe many, are deceived about 
their having Repentance already, taking e- 
very fighin-a good mood and trouble for 
their ſins,to be tufficient Repentance z where- 
as there'is a repentance for ſin, that ariſeth 
E 2 onely 
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onely from fear of Hell, ſhame in the world, 
and apprehenlions of outward inconvenien. 
ces and dangers that men have expoſed 
themſelves to by their vile courſes. - What 
Thief or Murderer except he be extraor- 
dinarily. ſtupid and hardened, doth not in 
ſuch a common way bewasl hi: ſins, and yet 
it may be no ſignes of true converſion do ap- 
pear, and the perſon wholly ignorant. of 
Chriſt and the way of ſalvation by bim. 
herefore it is neceflary to diſtinguiſh be. 
' tween common and; legal repentauce, and 
that repentance which 18 to Tis which 
may be done by thele particulars. 
1. \ True repentance is alwaies accompanied 
with Faith in Chriſt, ſothat he that dothnot 
truly believe. in Chriſt, neither doth he truly 
repent Many perſons; think if they. be but 
forty fox their Sins, that this is enough, and 
that: this will make ſatisfaRion for their ſins, 
and never. know what it is to believe in Chriſt 
and.to be waſhed in his. blood from: the guilt 
of their ,ſaus, This thexefore muſt. be: conli- 
ered; . that as when the Scripture faith; 
believe'on. the Lord Feſus and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved,;: it is to be underſtoodof ſuch a Faith 
as is ' accompanied with repentance and ſor- 
row for ſi - $0 when the Lord.commandeth 
us to repen, it is to be underſtood of ſuch! a 
repentance 
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repentance as is accompanied with believing 
in Chriſt, without which all our forrow for fin, 
and abſtaining from ſome outward att of it 
ſignifies nothing. And this is obſervable 
that ignorant people make 4 Chriſt of their 
repentance, for they reſt in this, that they are 
ſorry for their ſins (though the Lord knows 
the generality of them ſcarce know what 
trouble of Conſcience for ſin is) and never 
.. | look aſter Chriſt as a. Saviour t 0 krow him 
d | and believe on his name, So that their pre- 
h | tended repentance and trouble for therr ſins, 
d 


doth but keep them at a diſtance from Chriſt, 

and makeththem that they hunger and thirſt 
t | not after him- 
y | But where a poor finner looks to Chriſt 
t | with an eye of Faith and reliance on him, 
d || and looks uponhis fins with ar eye of Sorrow 
;, | and prief for them, that is the true Perterr. 
f | Many are fo hlinded by the God of this 
; | world, and the Goſpel (the way of Salvation 
1- | &y Chriſt) is ſo hid from them, that all that 
; | they look at is, that when they fin, if 
e | they be but ſorry for it, and purpoſe to 
hb ©} amend they think that all is well, and that 
-» | God is pacified for all that they have done. 
h JN againſt him, and are ſtrangers all their dayes 
a 
4 


x belioving in Chriſt and being acceptedin 
Im. {0 


E 3 2. True 
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2. 'True repentance is 4 forrowing for ſin, 
4s it 15 an offending recs Fat rs, 
and not mearly for the hurt and mifſ- 
chief that Si hath brought or may brin 
upon our lives. Indeed as we are of- 
ten ſaid in the Scripture, to ſin againſt 
God; fo we are ſaid tobe Sinners againfi 
our own ſouls, Num. 16. 38. As ſw is 
an offence it is committed againſt God, 
but the hurt and - miſchief of it is to 
our own ſouls, and upon both theſe ac- 
counts, we are to. repert of it: but it 
15 not godly ſorrow .that we have for 
our fins, except we have a reſpe& to 
. God grieving that we have violated his 
' * Laws and fo offended his Bleſſed Majeſty, 
\.@ as well as that we have wronged our 
own Souls, and deſtroyed'our ſelves with- 
out he. prevent it by ſhewing us mercy 
i Chriſt. So that it is' in the heart of 
a true Penitent to ſigh out fuch [amenta- 
tions as theſe; O moſt glorious God 4a- 
gainſt thee, againſt thee' have 1 ſinned, a- 
gainſt thee my Creator, from whom Ihave 
my being, againſt thee the pure and holy Ma- 
jeſty, holy, holy, boly, again#t thee, who art 
the Lord Ged, gracious, long. ſuffering, and 
abundant in mercy , O thou infinite good: 

neſs, O thou Father of mercies, 4m 
thee 
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thee "have 1 ſmned, 1 have tranſereſſed , 1 
have 'rebelled, and I, whither ſhall I cauſe 
my ſhame, to go, I cannot put it away from 
mee, for to mee belongeth ſhame and con= 
fuſion of Face, becauſe I have ſinned a- 
gainſt thee, I cannot ſtand before thee, be- 
cauſe of my ſins, but through the blood of 
Feſus. Lord I cannot abaſe my ſelf en- 
ough before thee, nor be wile enough in 
my own eyes, T1 ſee a little of thee, what 
a bleſſed and glorious Majeſty thou art 
_ I have offended, and I ſee a little 
of. my ſelf, that behold I am wile , where- 
fore F abhor my ſelf in duſt and aſhes 
0 «that thou would"ſk - make my head as 
waters and mine eyes as a Fountain of tears »., 
to weep day and night for my ſins: Othat = 
thou wonldſt ſmite and ſpeak to this Rock 
of my heart, that the waters of godly ſor- 4 
row might guſh out : O that thy Spirit 
might work more upon me this way to give 
me a more broken and contrite Spirit for 
ſm, I do not deſire thou ſhouldſ# ſpeak. 
any mere to my Soul from Mount Sinas 
with thoſe Thunderings and Lightenings, 
and that terrible voice out of the fire and dark- 
neſs and tempeſts preſenting thy wrath to | 
mee for the breach of. thy holy Law but | 
now thou haſt bronght my poor weary fain- | 
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ring Fowl to Jeſus. the Mediator: and. to thy 
hiood, of rinks. fioek to we from thy 


wercy ſeat, ſpeak. comfortably to me, _ 
and\ ſoften & Hy with 7 fight of 


ce: in. Chriſt;. and let m fon F led 
Sh that Serrow for Sin Is 1s la 
penied with the ſenſe of pardon mn Chriſt, 
which ſorrow is moſt genuine, filial, free, 
_ —_— unto thee. ; 
entance 5 accompanied with 
FS, — rod of fon David a true penitent 
hated . every falſe e way, Plal. 119. 128, 
Paul: in his: Lamentations for the remain: 
ders . of corruption 'in him faith ;, that 
which I hate, That do Iy Rom. 7. 15, a 
true: Penitent not onely -mournes.. for fin 
committed but. hates it, abhors it from his 
New Nature; he hathan everlaſting An- 


Sg by tipathy againlt $7, that if the Erinciple 


of grace in him was not hindred in its 
aftings by Sin that dwelleth in him, a 
true: Penitent would ſhew. himſelf ano- 
ther. manner of perſon then he. doth : we 
muſt not think that aſter true repentance 
a. man ſinneth no more for there is no 
man that liveth here below and Sinneth 
not ; neither muſt wee think that ſuch 
| a one may not. poſſibly fall_ into the ſame 
. Sin againe. Indeed for groſs Sins, or- 
EET digarily 
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dinarily. God keeps his people from them, 
from the. time of their firſt conver ſiors and 
if he leave them to fall into themat any 
time 3 as he did Noah, David and Peter 
'Y after particular repentance for them, and 
recovery out of them, it is a rare and 
| unuſual thing for them to fall into them 
z| again , but as for vain thoughts, a:r- 
| ftradtions in holy duties and paſſions , and 
1 fuch Sins as do ſuddenly Surpriſe and 
overtake us as at unawareg, no doubt 

after true repentance a godly Man may 
\N fall into them again and again, to the 
+ | great grief of his Soul; yea after much 
\ | repentance particulzrly for thoſe things and 


many Prayers and ſupplications to God 
for power and ſtrength againft them fo 
that not once or twice, but often and every 


day the beſt Saints have need with Paul -- 


to cry out, O wretched Man that I ans 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
death. 

Notwithſtanding all this remainder of 
corruption that the beſt $4:ts upon earth 
will conſels, there is yet inthem as Pau 
himſelf complained C though ignorant and 
proud Pbariſees that know not themſelves, 
and the plague of their owne hearts think 
themſelyes to be perfet ) yet I ſay 


this 
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this truth abideth firme, that a trac -pe- 
nitent hateth Ss, it is beſides his inten- 
tion, it is againſt the general purpoſe of 
his heart, it is contrary to. his new ne* 
ture and *tis the grief of his Soul when 
he Sinneth againſt God; he ſo hateth fin, 
that he will neyer be at peace with it 
but oppoleth it and looks to Heaven it 
{elf for aid againſt the enemy. 

4. True repentance us an abiding thing uf: 
0x the heart, not that a true Penitent 1s al- 
ways aQting the grace of Repentance;, but 
though it may ceafe ſometimes in the at, 
yet it never ceaſes in the habit: that 1s, 
there is always in ſuch, an habitual frame 
upon the heart to lie low before God, and 
walk humbly with him. 

A natural man may ſometimes in great 
afflitt:ons,and in terrours of Conſcience mou 
for (in, but *tis a forced thing, he would 
vet it off from his ſpirit, and it leaves not 
an habitual humiliation upon him, but that 
filial, evangelical ſorrow that a Believer bat 
for fin, is a frame of F1irit that he likes and 
loves, and cheriſheth, and would have more 
of, for (which is a great myſtery to a na- 
tural man | that kind of ſorrow for im 
that a manin the ſtate of grace hath, may 
be accompanied with the greatcſt ſenſe and 
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afſurance of pardon in Chrif, and ſo be a 
yery {weet and pleaſing, and deſirable frame 
Bf -perit. At the ſame time a poor ſou! may 
rejoyce in Gods pardoning prace in Chriſt, 
and mourn for fin too; and a poor broken- 
hearted Believer finds this ſorrow to be bet- 
ter and ſweeter then all the laughter and 
merriment of the men of the World. 


3. Special Grace and Converſion is fre- 
quently called in the Scripture, the Fear of 
God, Job's charaRer is, that he was a man 
; fthat feared God, Job 1, 1. Obadiah's, That * 
bf he feared the Lord greatly, 1 Kings 18. 3. 
eB Let us hear the concluſion of the whole mat- | 
dter,Fear God and keep his Commandments, for "Ml 

thu 1s the whole duty of man, F.cclef. 12. 13. 
it Praiſe our God all ye his ſervants, and ye that 
nl fear him, Rev. 19. 5. The Lord taketh plea- 
0 ſure in them that fear him, Pſalm. 147. 11- 
And it is one great promiſe of God in the 
| New Covenant, to put his fear into our 
nYf hearts, Jerem. 32. 40. So that where there 
dF is a right fear of God, there is true cor- 
© verſion. 

i" But becauſe there is a common awe ofa 
ny Deity in moſt men, a certain laviſh, ſervile, 
Jy fear of God, fearing him, only asa Male 
Wy fator fearcth the Judge, not as a dutiful 
von 
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Son feareth a good Father, and that up 
judgments that God ſends, fome are ſaid, 
70 fear the Lord, 2 Kings 17. 32, 33. thatis 
with a ſlaviſh fear, yetv. 34. 'tis laid of the 
ſame perſons, Trey fear not the Lord, no 
do after his Statutes; that is, tney had not 
a gracious and obedient fear of God : And 
likewiſe becauſe the very Devils are ſaid 74 
tremble, Jam. 2. 19. that is, they even ſhake 
with fear of the wrath of God ;, therefore it 
is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between that ſla- 
viſh fear of God that is in the very wicked 
of the World, and in the Devils themſelves, 
and that right gracious fear of God that is 
inthoſe that are truly converted, which may 
be done in theſe following particulars : 

I. Aright fear of God is accompanied with 
hope in his free mercy in Chriſt, The Lord 
taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in 
thoſe that hope in his mercy, P/alm. 147. 
11. Some they pretend to hope in Gods 
mercy in Chriſt, but they do not fear God, 
their hearts are not awed with his Majeſty, 
nor afraid to offend him : ſuch a hope is not 
right; on Ne es hand, lome pretend ta 
fear God, anMear (inning againſt him, but 


= they hope not in his mercy , but in their 


own merits; they go on under a Covenant 


of works, caſt nut their Souls upon Cha 
| wil 
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will not lay their hold upon the hope that is 
af {ct before them in the Goſpel. Theſe men 
have not a right fear of God ; He that is ſo 
f moved with fear of the Majefty and Wrath 
of God, that he gets into Chriſt, the Ark 
that God hath prepared for the ſaving of 
Souls, and placeth all his hope for his eter- 
nal ſafety in Chriſt the Son of God ; this is 
| the man that feareth the Lord aright. But 
ef if men fear God only as a Judge and A- 
it | venger of Sin, and look upon him as a hard 
- | Maſter, and ſo are afraid of him, and their 
JJ hearts ſecretly riſe againſt him, but they 
4 | never look towards his Mercy-ſcat , that 
s || they may ſet their hope in his grace in 
y | Chriſt, ſuch have not a righe fear of God, 

neither a right reverential, nor a right filial 


1 || fear of God, but onely a laviſh and ſer- 
a Þ vile. 
n 


2. A right fear of God is accompanied 
with eſchewing evil, Fob is laid to be a 
man fearing God and groan evil, Job. 1. 

1. The tranſereſſion of the wicked ſaith with- 
in my heart,that there is no fear of God before 
bis eyes, Pſalm,36. 1, The grols and horrible 
profaneneſs of ſome wicked men proclaims . 
to every one, that they are ſo far from ha- 
vinga right fear of God, ſuch as he puts in- | 
to 


_- 
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 to- the hearts of his people, that they have 
"no'fear of God, no common awe of a Deity 
arall in their ordinary courſe, for they 
live as if thefte were no God that regarded 
thE ways of the Sons of men, and would 
brins them into judgment : -But. where 
there is a right” fear of God, there is not a 
bare eſchewin s evil, butan 'eſchewing evil 
from an inward principle of the fear and 
love of God in che hcart, and delight in his 
.Commandreents. 

Now when elchewing evil is made a fign 
of the true fear of God in the heart, it muſt 
notbe 19 underſtood, as if Fob of whom that 
charaRer is: given in the place above-men- 
tioned or any ” other ( who yet truly fear 
God) can to totally eſchew evil in this life; 
asto be wholly free. from fin; . for we ſee by 
the holy Story, that 76 himſelf of whom 
this is ſpoken, had tis paſſions and finful = 
mes; for-which he confeſſed to God he wa 
wile, and abkorred himſelf in duſt and ſhe ? 
but when-forh-are {aid to efchew evil, the 
meaning is, that they do ſo'in a comfortable 
mealure,-and in the ſincere and carneſt de: 
_ and endeavour of their Souls. 

3. Arxbt ſear of God 1s not an involun- 

BW paſſ TY fear nl torments the mind; 
but is a pleaſmg - ana delightful thing'to the 
Sorth, 
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ell Soul. Fear hath torment, 1 John 4. 18. 
YE Slaviſh, ſinful and irregular fear hath ſo; 
YE but a right reverential fear of God is de- 
al lightful to the Soul, it hath no tormentin if 
dll to the mind. The Angels in Heaven, and 
( 

a 
i 
d 
is 


the Saints in all their glory havean high de- 
grer of this reverential fear of God. And 
o they find here in this World, that they 
never have {weeter duties, then when their 
hearts are moſt filled with a reverential fear 
of God, and ſo in their whole converſation 
they find that the more they walk in the fear 
of the Lord,the more they walk in the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghoſt; *' 
n-l Indeed in ſuch extraordinary appearan- 
ar ces of God by outward fgns of the Glory 
©} of his Majeſty, as wore to Abraham, Gen. 
YE 15. 12. 17. to Moſes when the Lord ap- 
my peared in the flame of tre ont of the midſt of 
I-N the buſh, Exo0d.3.2. & 6. to Elijah, 1 Kings 
asf 19. 13. and to 1ſaizh, Chap. 6. 5. the beſt 
"508 Saint in this mortal ftate may be over-ſet 
neff and faint, and be troubled at the Lords pre- 
eff ſence; for 'tis ſaid, that when God fo ap: 
e-fl peared' to Abraham, an horrour of great 
darknefs fell upon him: *tis ſaid of Moſes, 


#-| be hid his face, and was afraid to look_upon . | 


a; God, and at another time when God ſpake 
be] out of the fire upon' Mount S52as , = 
| a 
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ſaid, / exceedingly fear and tremble, Elijah 
hid his face in his Mantte : and Iſaiah crig 
out, Wois me, I am undone, for mane eyes 
have ſeen the King, the Lord of hoſts. But itiz 
to be conſidered, that it was not meerly the 
apprehenſion of the greatneſs and glory of 
the Majeſty of God, and the reverence of 
God thereupon; that caufed this trouble tg 
their ſpirits, but theſe extraordinary ſigns 
of Gods pretence, which their bodies and 
fpirits.in this frailand mortal ftate could not 
bear. That neverthelets it ſtands good what 
hath been laid down, that a reverentual fear 
of God is a moft pleaſing and delightful 
thing-to the Soul of a Chriſtian, yea.it helps 
much to compole the body andinatural ſpi- 
rits-in the ſervice of God, and walking with 
him. 

In a word, to diſtinguiſh a right -feare of 
God from a {laviſh or hipocriticall feate, 
it is of that nature, that the more we ieare 
him, the more we hope in his mercy, the 
more. we feare-him,the more obedient we 
are to him ; the, more we fear him, the 
more we would fear him, and deſire to feare 
his Name, and the more we fear him, the 
more we love him : he that findeth.in-any 
meaſure {nch afeare; of God put into \ his, 
heart as is here deſgribed, is converted and 
in the ſtate of grace. 4+ Spe- 


Of rrae fear of God. "66 
4. Speciall grace and converſion is held 
forth in the Scripture by /ove ro God, 1 
Cor. 8. 3. If any man lave God, the ſame 
i; known of him, Ephet. 6. 2.4. Grace he with 
all them that love the Lord Feſus Chriſt «1: 
ſincerity. John. 21. 17. Simon Sou of Jonas 
leveſ® thou me? and Peter ſaid, Lord thou 
knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that I love 
thee. Men may have notional knowledge, 
parts and' gifts, and this may but puffe them 
up with pride and do their fouls no good; 
but if amarnr fo know God as to love him 
and delight in him, that 'is the man that 
is known of God, owned. and approved 
of him. 
. Queſt. what are the ſignes of love to 
God. 
Anſw. 1 High and raifed thoughts of God 
fixed and ſetled in the heart, are 4 ſeene of 
love to God; an habituall frame of heart to 
look upor God as moſt excellent and glorious, 
and to adore him as well for his holineſs and 
infinite purity, as for the exceeding riches 
of h4s grace in ChrisF. J 
It is true, a Saints love to God is not 
come to perfeRion in this life, it is not 
come to- its height by a Thouſand degrees, - 
jet there is ſuch an impreſſion. of love t6 
God upon the heart of a Bclicyer and a- 
F mongſt 
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66- Of tone. fear of God, 
mongſt other things, for his wonderful dif. 
- penſation of grace”-in'Chriſt, that ;he thinks 
- (and well he may) that he can never love 
and:prayſe the. holy Lord as he ſhould do, 
And ſometimes-it. may be his heart waxes 
hot, and this fire of love to God. burneth and 
flameth in him, and hecan cry out to this ef- 
. fe, Oh, O Lord,how excellent ir:thy name in 
all the earth, and thy glory is abovethe hea- 
.veris 3 Look, Look,;, O my ſoul, upon this great 
King, the King of glory, the King eternal 
avd::mmortal, and; admire him and leve him 
for: ever. O thou.infinite goodneſs,' O thou 
Fountain. of Life, :wilt thou vauchſafe to be 
loved of me? O thy condiſcention,thy condiſcen- 
tron, that thou: wilt not account it pre/umption 
for me to love thee, [uch a poor worm as I am & 
Jo wile and ſinful !.O bleſſed Lora, if I may 
love thee, then O my baſe unworthineſs that 1 
love thee no.more ! O love,love flame out, flame 
ext; here is thy right  objeft, this' 15 he that u 
ta be loved with all my heart, with all my Suu, 
with all my might aud with all my ſtrength; 
here ts infinite power, here 1s infinite wi{dom, 
here 44 infinite holineſs, here # infinite mercy ; 
more leave, more,mire love for the holy and bleþ 
ſhall I lave him 'no more, 
(Lmyſoul,are thy faculties enlarged to love # 
far ava poor finite creature is capable ro loug} 


Of true fear of God. 65 
0 my ſoul, love as Jehovah is to be loved, love 
ſuitably to the Objett thou art now ſer upon, love 
not as if thou wert loving a creature,” love 
not at ſuch a poor and low rate, but love as 
one that is loving an umfinite and glorious God 
love as one that is loving him that 1; lgve ut. 
ſelf, and hath manifeſied it im ſending his 'only 
begotten Son unto the world to ſave ſinners. ''' 
a- what manner of love. was this, 'and O with 
at what manner of love ſhould this bleſſed Ged , 
al Wbe loved ? O Lord thou art: above all love, a- 
im Nbove all praiſe ! O that ever Thave loved an 
0k Ething elſe beſides thee, when there ws thy ſelf 
be to lover. O that ever I ſhould lope ſuch a wie 
thing as ſin, and ſuch. a poor trifle: as the world 
# | Lord now ſet my love right put my heart ins 
othe bigheſt pitch of love to thee that poor clay 


s capable of, * and there hold me to eternity- 


me times finde his: heart rayſed ty God in love 
s End delight in him;|however there is a root- 
d, grounded, ſetled affeAion in the foul' of 
thy Believer to God, fo that he doth not only 
1 Wee reaſon why he ſhould love Gad,but it iz 
3Þidefire to love him/and:delight in him a- 
-Pove all' things, though the a&tings 'of this 
ove may. be much kept. down by. manifold 
ve Aemptations and by_ the oppoſition of ' the 
ove Niclh, ' as che atings of ather! graces 'in us 
O ")Ftcallo. F 2 2. Has 


Thus poſhbly a poor Believer may fome-- 


68- Of love to God, ' 
2. Hating of fin becauſe God bates it; bg: 
cauſe it is diſpleafing to him, is a figne of 
love to God, ye that love the Lord hate evil, 
Pal. 97. 10. it is not onely their duty to 
do fo; but in fome meaſure it is fo with 
every Child of God. 

Though after converſioz fin doth yet re- 
main, it is hated and abhorred ſo, that it is 
in the heart to ſay,0 Sin what doſt thou here ? 
thou art not onely my greateſt enemy, but 
thou art an enemy to that holy and bleſſed 
God whom my ſoul loveth. O when ſhall The 
rid of thee ? time was when thou and I wereal 
one, we were wedded together, but now ] ſee i 
Was an unlawful marriage, I was to be for the 
Lord and not for another, therefore I will low 
thee no more: Oif it be ſo that thou wilt ne 
leave me,till death ua do part, I wait for that good 
hows when the Lord willtake me to himſelf, 
that ſol may be freed. from thee wholly and 
for ever, and be with my heavenly Head and 
bnsband. 

3. :Love to the Saints is a fign of love t 
God, he'that faith, he'loveth God and hath 
bx Brother us a lyar , he that loveth not hi 
brother whom-he hath ſeen how can he love God, 
whom be bath not ſeen ?. 1 John 4. 20, 
that loveth not the Image of God in graet 
and holineſs, which he ſceth-in his people ho# 

; Cat 


4 Of love ta God, | by 
can he.love God, whom in his glorious eſ- 
ſence he hath nor ſeen. | An univerſal. love 
to.all in whom weſee the grace of Chriſt, is 
a certain ſign of our love to God:-1o 'that 
one that truly loves God, can in-lome:mea- 
{ure appeal to God, to this effeft.;z Ohord, 
however I have hated thy people in tune -pabt, 
and my heart hath ſecretly-reſen _atarnf\ther 
for the good that was in them, yet fiwey tho 
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baſt been pleaſed to turn me from darkneſs: to 
hight, I make an high account of thy freaple, ] 
look uport them as the excellent on the earth; 
] am troubled that I love them no more, and 
that I can tlo no more for them ;, 1 love them 
pot meerly becauſe they art of my judgment: in 
ſome leſſer points, but I love them becauſe they 
fear and love thee, becauſe they repent of therx 


ming. againſt. thee, and believe on-t Spry 
__ 4 ſe thee, hy 
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retowalkſo as topleaſe thee, ſo: far 
thou art pleaſed to give them the knowleage of 
iy will: My heart us knit to them, whoſe bearts 
gre knit to Chriſt, who elegve in their hearts 
» riffito that one Mediatour , that one Offering, 
rathtbat one Sacrifice for ſins for ever, ſo far as 

wil they manifeſt this, they are dear to me, they 
roaſt needs be precious to me, to whom Chriſt 1 
JeBec:ous. And though becauſe of ſome errours * 
actond m:ſtakrs that in my poor thoughts I may 
1oſ6ige ſome of thews to be in, T cannot comfort- 
—_— . = ably 
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Fo Of lboveto the Sapnts: 


ably joyn with ſuch in ſome: things; yit © 
: Lord; thou that knoweſÞ all things, 2awch 


that. I love" them, and though through liſion 
and ignorance, and' miſeuided zeal," "ma 
caryyitunſcemly ſometimes to ſome of thy ſer- 
wants 2nd have ahandin their troubles and 
Jofferings., ( 45 it 1s poſſible for the Saints in 
Jome foxt to. per ſecute 'one another in this im- 
pexfett ſtate |) yet O Lord, thorn knowe#t that 
\w} heart is not ſet againſt any of them, far 
that which I judgeto: be pood 1n them,” but do 
loveand honour them for it. And- though m 
love is moſt exerciſed and drawn out to tho 


| \$zints'whom I am neoſf acquainted with, and 


ro Who I am. neareſt Jjoyned in the fellowſhip of 
'\the Gofpel, there being more occaſion and 
wpportunity for the drawing out of "my loveto 
them: yet thou knoweſt there 1s love. in my 
heart to all Saints, and there 1s" not that man 
living that makes profeſſion of thy Name, 
though differing from me in opinion , and 
violent againſt me, of whom I ſhould not re- 


- foyce to have thoughts of meeting him it 


Heaven, : +<- +, .? 333 VINK 

But if men he: Deſpiſers of thefe that are 
900d, hate them, and ſpzak evil of them 
falfly for Chr:fs ſake, though they may flat 
ter themſelves, and think they love God, 
yet they do not. .They that fſcoff at the 
| | Godly, 


'which ſhall rcad theſe;things. 


Of love tothe Sainte, 2 
Godly; and their heatts--riſe againſt them 
for their grace and holineſs, though they 
will ſay they love God; or-elſe/ it were pi- 
ty they ſhould live, they are — de- 
ceived, for indeed they are Haters bt God 
and Goodneſs. Manyother ſigns of \love to 
God might here be meritioned, as grieving 
when God is diſhonoured, longing for the 
coming of his Kingdom, that his. Name, 
and Truth, and Glory. may be more mani- 
feſted in-the World, and deſiring to- bring, 
all that we can to love; him and obey,him. 
Likewiſe many. other, expreſſhdns by 
which Converſion - is . ſet ſorth inthe. Scri- 
pture, might be opened ,.. but theſe, things 
that have been ſpoken, may ſuffice to, ſhew 
wherein Converſian lieth, if God give men 
h-arts. to examine ;their ſpiritual. eſtate, 
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CHAP. Iv. 
of the Outward Means that Cod. is 


- pledſid to make uſe of in the con- 
verſion of Souls.” HUDS 
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-T*Hat God doth make uſe of outward 
A means in the. bringing of Souls home 
to himſelf, is evident both from Sctipture 
and Experience, which js not becauſe God 
cannot do the work without Outward 
Means (. for in Ele& Infants, and ſometimes 
in others, God worketh Grace without 
them ) 'but it is meerly from the pleaſure 
of his will, what way he will take to 
convert a foul, and whatſoever the outward 
means be, the inward; ſpiritual and 'effe- 
Aual means of Converſion is, the Almighty 
Power of God, as I intend to ſet forth in 
the next Chapter. 

But to give ſome account of this matter, 
concerning the outward means that—rthe 
Lord makes uſe of for the converſion of 
ſouls. | 

I. Sometimes the Lord hath made uſe of 
great and ſore afflictions to awaken men, con- 
vince them of their ſins, ana ſo to bring them 
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to Criſt : - Andif they be bound in Fetters, 
and be holden in Cords of afflition, then 
he ſheweth them their work and their tranl: 
oreſſions that they have exceeded, he open- 
eth their ear to Diſcipline , Fob 36. 8, 9, 
7ob 33+ 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. AS one 
who being ſick and reſtleſs: ſome nights, it 
pleaſed God to put in with the affliction, 
and ſet this upon his heart, that if it were 
ſo grievous to him to paſs away a few 
1% ha though he was in his own Houſe, 
and amongſt his dear Relations, becauſe he 
had pain and ſickneſs upon his hody, how 
miſerable ſhould he be if he ſhould bear 
the torments of Hell for eyer ; and ſo the 
Lord brought him to look after an intereſt 
in Chriſt, that he might be delivered from 
the wrath to come. The Lord fomctimes 
makes uſe of ſhame inthe Worlg, poverty, 
impriſonment, yea the ſentence of death, 
to be the means of bringing men to a ſight of 
their ſins, and to look after Chriſt. - 

2. Sometimes the holy and convincing lives 
of the Saints, have been bleſſed of God, te 
put ignorant and wicked men upon enqut- 
ring after Religion , ſaying within them- 
ſelves, Surely there is an excellency in the , 
ways of God, , ſurely in thoſe ways muſt [ 
ind bleſſedneſs and peace, and not in theſe 

EY Ways 


=1 Outward Meays, 
ways of debauchery and profaneneſs + And ſo 
the Lord lets in light into their ſouls; and 
the Apoſtle Peter exhorts godly Wives to 
carry themſelves with that holineſs and cir- 
curfpettion, that their carnal huabands who 
it maybe are ſo obſtinate and profane, that 
they will ſcarce hear the faithful preaching 
4 the word, may without that means be won 
2y therr heavenly converſation, 1 Pet. 3. 1+ 
3. We read of many that inthe Primt- 
tive times when fuch great multitudes laid 
I” down their lives for the Name of the Lord 
CJ Jeſus, by beholding their patience and joy- 
fulneſs in their ſufferings, were convinced of 
the truth and excellency of Chriſtian Religion, 
and were converted unto God, © | 
4- Some obſerving how earneſtly godly 
Miniſters or others have wraſtled with God 
in Prayer for their converſion, have been 
awakened by it, and God hath put it into 
theirhearts, to think with themſelves, that 
if the ſalvation of their Souls be ſo much ſet 
by in the eyes of others, how much ' more 
ſhould the falvation of their Souls be re- 
garded by themſelves; and upon fuch 
thoughts the Lord hath begun the good work 
in them. | 
5. The hearing of the great horrour of 
Conſcience, that others are in for ſin, and tal- 
| king 
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(king with them about the cauſe of their trou- 


ble, hath -been bleſſed of God to the con- 


-yerlion of ſome. This hath convinced ſome 


that were almoſt Arheifts, that there is a 
God and that it is a fearful thing to lie un- 
der the ſenſe of his wrath ; this hath put 
them upon looking into their owne cſtate, 
and ſo brought them to Chriſt, and fo the 


have found that it was better to heare 'th 


ſhrieks; ahd'cryes, and proans of thoſe thax 
were heavy laden with” the ſenſe of theit 
ſins, then to hear the jollity, merriment.and 
longs of fools, and fpiritual-Mad-Merniwh6 
go laughing to Hell. = A 

6, The Inſtruftions of- Pavents and Ma- 
fers, have been oftentimes blefſed of God, 
to the converſion of their iChildren and fer- 
vants: Godly Parents 'as their Children 


grow up, ſhould deſire to be inftruments' of 


bringiris their Children to Heaven, as well as 
they were inftruments to bring them into 
this World. And ſome Children blefs God 
that they had praying-Fathers, and praying 
Mothers, and fuch as taught them the fear 
of the Lord. Some ſervants bleſs Goa that 
ever they came to live in Praying F amilies, 
and where they were initrufted in the wayes of 
God, + 
God ſometimes brings to remembrance the 
s OT Og inftrutt- 
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ftrultions of Parents and Maſtets, to ds 
their Children and, ſervants good, when they 
are at reſt in the duſt 5, even thoſe inſtrutts- 
ons, which when they were firſt grven, took, ng 
1preſſion upen them, That the good leed 
which they had ſawne, and could not lee any 
effe& of, the Lord watereth it by his Spirit ; 
when t hey are dead and gone, then to their 
Children remember the words which were 
ſpoken unto them, and they come with new 
life and Power-upon their hearts. 
| To theſe many mare might be added, but let 
me come to ſpeak of that which us the moſt ordi- 
nary way of converſion. ute 
+7. The word preached i the moſt ordinary 
weans of converſion ;, the reading of the word 
our ſelves, or hearing.it read by-ojhers, and 
likewife the reading of other- good, Books, 
have been blefſed of God to the converſion 
of Souls, and all theſe things are to be uſed : 
Bur. the opening; urging, and applying the 
doArine of the word unto people in a way 
ofpreaching is the ordinary means of Con- 
verſion dts. 2. 39. 41. Afts. 11. 21. 22. 
AFR. 26. 16, 17, 18. Rom. 1. 16. Mat. 28. 
| 19. Go teach all nations. 2. Tim. 4. I. 2. 
| Preach the word, be inflant in ſeaſon and out 
F of ſeaſon, Rom. 10. How ſhall they believe on 
* bir of whom they bave not heard, and how ful 
| they 
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they bear without a preacher. And fo it ap- 
peareth throughout the ſtory of the As of 
the Apoſtles,that the declaring of the Goſ- 
pel by lively voice was the great means that 
God 'made ule of for the . Converſion of 
Souls. 

And here it is to be noted, That thoſe 
who are converted out ofthis ordinary way, 
whatſoever outward means the Lord plea- 
ſes to take occaſion by,for their converſion; 
yet he doth, (though more immediately by 
his Spirit, ) fet home the ſame things ( for 
the ſubſtance |) upon their hearts. that are 
held forth to others, who are converted: by 
the Miniftry of the word, that is, the Lord 
ſhewes them their finful and miſerable eſtate, 
and reveals Chriſt to them, as the only way 
of juſtification and acceptance with him. 

Now then ſeeing God is Pleaſed to make :[q 
much uſe of the preaching of the word for rhe 
conver ſion of Souls ;, let all the true miniſters of 
Chrift go forth in hu name, and ſtrength, lee 
them look to him for aſſiftance and ſusceſs in 
the work, and as ever they would be Inſftru- 
mental for the converſion of Souls, let thew 
preach with all plaineſs of Speech, ler them not 
be deſiroua of vain glory: let them Preath- 
without all oftentation, without all dark and 
aſfeted expreſſions, and ler chew in their 

19 Preaching | 


7 Outward Means. 
Preaching inſiſt much upon common ang, fun: 
damental truths, as about the greatneſs and. 
holineſs of God, the ſinfulneſs and mifery of 
Han ; The neceſſity of converſion and the 
way of redemption by the bloed of Jeſus; 
Such ſubjects as theſe are fo vaſt, and 
allo ſo neceſſary that they may take up 
much of a Miniſters Preaching : It is a great 
fault.in miniſters if they do not with all their. 
might, {ct forth unto men their miſerable: 
eſtate by nature, .and if they do not endea-. 
vour to bring their hearers acquainted with 
Chriſt 5 holding forth him upon all occaſions 
to, them, not only as.he by whom we muſt be de- 
lruvered from the.wrath to come, but as the foun- 
tan.and Spring of all grace, and Spiritual 
ſtrength, Kb we. may walkin holineſs and. 
new obedience,  _ _ 

- Far Miniſters to put wen upon for ſaking 
their. evil wayes and ſo promiſing, them Life 
withont diretting them to Coriſt, to put their 
whole truſt in him, for their juſtification ; and. 
ro fetch ſtrength and: wvertue from him, for the. 
, mortification of S132 and for new obedience, ts 
* but to teach men to build upon the Sands, and. 
; to ſhew them a.cleauer way to Hell. 
| For Miniſters to preach ſo much at ran- 
' dom, not having. well digeſted themſelves 
* the doQtrine.of original Sin; the difference, 
|  _ betweer 
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between the Law and the Goſpel, the nece- 
ffity and pature of conyerſion, the dorine 


of juſtification by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


imputed to, them that believe,and the nature 
of Golpel grace and true fanRification,tends 
to the making of their Preaching uſeleſs to 
the falvation of mens Souls - And though 
{uch Preachers may have applauſe from the 
ignorant for their Mdethoa, delivery 
and learning, yet they .do but miſlead _ 
men and trifle with them about a thing of 
the NN moment, the ſalvation of their 
SOUIS, . 

As a\ Phyſician muſt not play with the life 
of aman, Tis ſuch a precious thing, but had 
need to be well adviſed. in his Fudgment of 
the nature of the diſeaſe andof a right Method 
for cure, and haue many things in his eye ;, ſo 
had a Miniſter need., to be careful much 
more, in dealing with ſuch a thing as the 
Soul of a man is, to: know tte original 
caule of Soul 11a ladies, and the only way 
of cure, which is by the blood of Jeſus. 
But if Preachers do but play with their Texts, 
ena play with the Souls of their hearers, not 
having their hearts awed with a holy reve- 
rence of God and his Word, and affettiona- 
tely deſirous of the eternal ſalvation of the 
People great 15 their Sin. . + 
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What with the differences amongſt us abin 
leſſer things, and mueftives that Preachers ftuff 
their Sermons with, againſt thoſe that diſſen 
from them ;, what with errors of Dottrine, thy 
ſome Preachers ſeem to be tainted with ;, what 
with the new coyned words and Phantaſtica 
expreſſions that ſome preachers uſe : and wha 
with want of experience in their own ſouls,of 
the nature of converſion : it is to be feared ther, 
1s a great decay of ſound, plain and profits 
ble preaching eſpecially about the points of juſl}: 
fication and conver ſton. 

Next to erroneous preaching 'tis moſt of. 
fenſive to an intelligent, and ſpiritual hearer, 
when a Miniſter preacheth with high words, 
affeting ſuch a tile as is no way ſuited to 
. the prot of his hearers. And though ſuch 
may admire themſelyes, and alſo have their 
reward, that is,applauſe of the ignorant, yet 


their preaching is nauſeated of the judicious, 


It is a more difhicult thing, and requireth 
more ſubſtantial learning,to ſet forth the my- 
ſeries of the Golpel, to the capacity of or- 
dinary hearers, then to ſtuff Sermons with 
quotations, Scraps of Larin and School 
tearms, made ready to our hands. 


But it may be ſaid, ſeeing that the habit 


of grace and ſpiritual Life is infuſed into tit 
Soul by the tfiris of God ( as hath” been 
ſhewn) 


| 
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ſhewn : ) when a Soul us converted by the 
preaching of the wora, how doth the Lord ef- 
fett og work. thereby ? Anlwer, 1. Nega- 
fively. | | 

i5 not the holineſs of the Preacher 
that doth convert the Hearers. All that 
| heard Chriſt himſelf preach, the holief 
! Preacher that ever Was, WETEe NOT £C072- 


verted. | un” 

2. It 1s not the affetions of the Preacher 
that doth convert the Hearers ;, his Zeal 
and his Compaſſion to the Souls of the peo- 
ple, are very good, and - God is pleaſed fo 
to work , that ſometimes the afettions of oy 
the Preachers do affe& the hearts of the 
Hearers ; but except the Lord put in, no- 
thing is done, all his weeping will not break 
_ hearts and reclaim thera from their 
INS. 

3. It js not meerly the ſublimity and ex- 
cellency of the matter that 1 preached, that 
doth convert the Hearers, for then all: ſhould 
be converted that hear the Goel preached. 
[t may be the perſon that is converted at a 
Sermon, hath heard the ſame Points opened 
many a time, and that more fully then at 
that time, yet was never affeted till now ;.. 
the Reaſon is, becauſe now God ſpeaketh to. 

(3 je 5 j 


hi 


—"—  V > 


$2 Outward Means 
bys heart, as " as the Minter to hu ear, 

4. It u not the excellency of ſpeech or wiſ- 
dom 'of the Preacher ba Ms convert x 
Hearers. All the Oratory in the World 
cannot convert a Soul : Arguments, Pro- 
miſes, Threatnings, and Intreaties ſet forth 
with the Tongues of Men and Arypels, ( if 
they were to aſſume humane ſhape and 
{peak to Sinners )) about their everla$ting 
concerments, could not prevail to bring 
them from $S:z to Chrift, except the Lord 
oo forth his Almighty power. 

. It 15 not from any power of Nature that 
before lay dormient and idle, that now awa- 
keth and yieldeth obedience to the Word that a 
Sol 15 converted : For there is no ſuch power 
of Nature, *tis an idle ſpeculation of thoſe 
that think it is ſo ; for in converſion the Spi- 
rit of God is put into us, and the fear of 
God, { and ſo conſequently the Seed and 
Principle of Faith, and Repentance , and 
ether Graces ) is put into our hearts where 
before it was not. 


2. Poſitively 1 arflwer, That the efficacy, 
power and vertue of the etig of the Word 
when a Soul is converted by it, 1s wholly from 


the Spirit of God, Whenthe Scripture faith, 
T hat 
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That faith cometh by heating, *tis oily as 
an outward means that God worketh by, 
when it pleaſes him : for bare hearing of the 
Goſpel worketh Faith in no man; for Faith 
the gift of God, Ephel. 2.8. Philip. 1. 29. 
The fruit of the Spirit, Galat. 5.22. - 
And when the Go/Fel is faid to be the pow- 
er of God unto ſalvation; it is not to be un- 
derſtood as ifthe bare preaching of the Go- 
ſpel did ſave and convert men, but it is 
called the power of God unto ſalvation, in op- 
poſition to the Law and the Covenant of 
works, becauſe it reveals and holds, fort 
the way of Grace in Chriſt, by which God 
ſaveth loſt Sinners, which the Law doth not. 
How the Spirit of God doth work in and 
by the preaching of the Word for the con- 
verſion of Souls, is a deep myſtery. . And 
O that we may experimentally know that 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made uſe of the Word 
to convert our Souls, though we cannot 
exaAaly conceive of the way and manner of 
bis working thereby, The workings of the 
Holy Ghoft in Converſion are compared to 
the wind, as for the freenefs and powerful- 
neſs, fo for the myſtery that is in them : 
As the wind bloweth where it liſteth, . and thou 
beareft the ſound thereof, bit can## nat tell 
G 2 whence 
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Phence it cometh and -whither it goeth, fo i; 
x an that is born of the Spirit , Joha 
Is. Se. ... 
_ 'But for further light into this Queſtion, 

let us obſerve theſe Scriptures following : 

It is ſaid, The Lord opened the heart of Ly- 

dia that the attended to the things that were 

Jpaken by Paul: Miniſters do but call and 
knock at the doors of mens hearts, 'tis God 

thatby a ſecret work of his Spirit openeth 

their hearts, As 16. 14. And it is faid, 

Acts 10. 44. While Peter yet ſpake theſe 
words, the Holy Ghoft fell on all them that 

heard him, Peters preaching, and the Ho- 
Iy Gbolfs falling upon them that heard him, 

were two diſtin&t things, the one might 

have, becn without the other, the one was 

the work, of man, the other was che work of 
Gog.. And that which is ſaid, 1 Thefſ. 1. 5. 
willmake it yet far more cvident, For or 

_GoFþel came not unto you in word only, but in 
power and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much 

aſſurance: The Golpels coming to people 

in word, and in the bare preaching of it, -is 
one thing, andthe Goſpels coming to them 
. In power and in the Holy Ghoſt, is another: 
to {one the Gael comes only in word,they 
-heara found'of words, and as they are ho 
| tiona 
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tional men,they may/have a notional knoyw- 
ledge thereof; but unto the Ele&'it comes 
with power and with the Holy'Ghoft; e- 
ven with ſuch powerful workings! of the 
Spirit, as turns them from Sin to Chrifd,* Of 
theſe things this is the ſum, the 'preachitig 
ofthe Word ſhews us the way of falvarioy, 
it is the Sperit of God, that by a fecret and 
ſtrong hand puts us into that way': *'The 
preaching of the Word fhews us our loff 
eſtate by Nature, it is the Spirit that in- 
wardly makes us ſenſible of it, and affe@- 
eth our hearts with it; The preaching” of 
the Word ſhews us Gods Grace in Chriſt, 
holds up Cori## as the Brazen Sexpend ; it 
is the Spirit that gives us an eye of faith, to 
look to him that we may live: The: coming 
to the Ordinanceto hear the Word,” is like 
the Woman in the Goſpel, touching the hem 
of Chriſts garment, others touched him as - 
well as ſhe ; but there came a ſecret ver- 
tue from Chriſt to heal her of her. Bloody 
Iſ#e. Many come to the preaching of the 
Word, and to ſome of their Souls there-com- 
eth ſecret vertue from Chriſt, that they find 
in themſelves, that now they are humbled 
for ſin, now they prize Chriſt, now they 
cleave unto the Lord with a full purpoſe of 
G 2 heart 
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heart to. walkin his ways: Praiſe the Lord 
for ever; It was not the Minifter, it was 
notthe bare pteaching of the Word, that 
could make this change; but this was the 
day If #he Lords power to thy Soul, and'ver- 
tuecameſecretly from our bleſſed Lord Fe- 
ſua to thy. Soul, admire him, and love him, 
and cleave to him, to carry thee on by the 
large ;power..of his Spirit unto the. end. [t 
may be many others in the ſame Sermon 
found hovertue come from Chriſt to their 
Souls, it was a burden and tedious to them ; 
damire free Grace, nnd love the Lord Fe- 
ſm ferewer. 
- When we find good to our Souls: by the 
preatheng-of - the Word, we muſt not look 
upon poor: Miniſters with admiration of 
nem: as if by their power-and holineſs we 
had! fuch a change | wrought in- us ; but 
know, that God hath made bare his own arm, 
and glorefied bis own: power and the exceed 
71g _ of his grace (1n Chriſt Ftſu to us 
And. this is one reaſon- why God makes 
uſe. many times of perſons of meaner parts 
and ſmall 'repute, to be Inſtruments of con- 
verting, more Souls, than he dothvof others 
that excel them, that it may appear _ 
edi ets 


of Converſion. 
the high and excellent power that converts 
the Soul, is of God and not of man. It is not 
fit that 4be Glory of 'Godſhould' be giveri'to 
Miniſters and Ordinances, if we get ary 
good to our Souls by them, Took upon 
them but as the Conduit-pepes, and let all 
the Glory be given to him who « the Foun- 
tain of life ;, for thine, O Lord, is the 
Kingdom , and the Power , and the Glory 


for ever. 
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CHAP. V. 
Shewing that whatſoever Outward 
Means the Lord makes uſe of for 
the Converſion of Souls, the Work 
is done by his own Almighty 


Power. 


T hath been ſhewn that the Lord in Con- 


*vexy ing 'Sonls doth uſeally make ule ol 
Outward Means, and eſpecially the preach- 
wwp of the Word. Now let us enquire more 
fully how thoſe that were ſpiritually dead, 
come to be made alive, and thoſe that were 
difhmefs, come to be made light inthe Lord. 

Thoſe that think man hath ſuch a privepls 


and ſeed of Grace lying hid in his heart by 
frature, which if it be drawn forth by per- 
| : | ſwaſions 


| 
| 
| 
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ſwaſions and exhortations, and man will 
"| make uſe thercof, is ſufficient to convert 
| him ; do not enough | conſider how utterly 
corrupted every, man is by the Fall of A- 
dam, and without any ſpiritual ſtrength. 

It is true, men are reproved in the Scri- 
pture for loving darkneſs rather then light ; . 
and becauſe they will not come to Chriſt that 
they may have life : But ſuch Scriptures are 
- Þ fo far from implying, that we are able to 
change our own hearrs, wills and affeQions: 
that they ſhew the (to us) invincible pre- 
judice and oppoſition that is in our hearts 
to the Lord, that we have neither power 
nor will to turn unto him: ſuch ſayings of 
the holy Scripture do ſhew what need we 
have of the exceeding greatneſs of Gods 
power to work upon ſuch not onely impo- 
tent but wilful and deſperate Creatures as 
all are by nature. 

There us indeed a certain kind of willing 
and Tunning , and ſtriving in natural men 
pon great Convittions ; ſuch as Balaam had, 
when he ſaid, Let me "die the death of the 
righteous, "and let my laſt end be like his. But 
this one Conſideration will be of much uſe 
to guide us in this queſtion, That when God | 
commanids men in his word to pray, to repent, } 
and to believe in Chriſt, the meaning is, 
that * 
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that they do theſe things from a rinciple of (/ 
grace Fg pin life , Ay G k only I | 
work inm#, and which we are to lock to him 
For. All the ſuddain flaſhes of ſeeming re- i 
pentance, and prizing of Chriſt that come 
Not from a principle of grace infuſed by the 
Spirit of God into the heart, but are the 
meer firuglings of an awakened Conſcience, 
to get from under the wrath of God, will 
bring no man to Heaven ; neither do thele 
workings of the heart anſwer to thoſe Com- 
mands of God , to believe, and to repent, 
but are only a ſhew of thoſe Graces : they 
arc lomething like Corverſion, but are not 
Converſion. ES | 


This which hath been ſaid, may belly, 
ftrated from the Parable of the ffony ground, 
Matth. 13. to which they are compared 
that hear the word with joy, and for a time 
believe, and after fall away ; this was only 
ſome ſuddain flaſh from the natural work- 
3ngs of the heart upon the hearing of the word, 
accompanied with ſome common convittions, 
and common workings of the Sperit : But the 
Text faith, they had 70 root, they had not 
; the r00t and habit of grace tn their Souls, 
| planted in them by the Holy Gheſt, from 
| whence thele things did proceed, 

F Ifany ſhall ſay, How ſha# we kyow theſe 
= | ſudaen 
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of ſudden workings of the heart, and flaſhes af 


an | ſeeming Converſion that ariſe but from natu- 
m ral Conſcience awakened and ſtartled with 
common convittions of the Spirit ; as in' Ba- 
lam, Herod, Felix, and ſuch as are 
deſcribed i! the Parable of the fooliſh Vir- 
pins , from that believing , repenting, and 
thoſe ſpiritual affefttions that fs from the 
habit and principle of grace put into the Soul 
by the Spirit of God, I anſwer, That the 
difference may he known by the permanency and 
continuance. Such ſudden flaſhes as were 
in Balaam are ſoon over, and leave the 
heart unmortified, unpurged : But the prin- 
ciple of grace in the hearts of Believers is 
eternal and remains for ever ;, where there 
is the root of grace in the heart, though it 
be not always putting forth it ſelf, yet there 
is a fixed principle and defire in the heart to 
admire free grace, to prize Chriſt, and to 
cleave to Chriſt, to mourn for ſit, and to 
walk with God, though there is not always 
the ſame vigour and adtivity of grace in 
ſuch, yet there is a fixed bent and inclina- 
tion and deſire of the heart towards the 
Lord, which no time can wear off, which 
no temptations and oppoſition can wholly 
quench and extingviſh. 

But: to come nearer to this Point, to 3 

But" to come neare make ' o 
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make it moſt manifeſt, that Converſion if} | 
wrought by the meer grace and power offi | 
God. | 
I. Aany that have the greateſt outward 
means of grace are never converted : Though 
they have godly Parents which inſtrutt them 
diligently, and live under excellent preach- 
ing, and have met with many ſtartling Pro- 
vidences and great afflitions, yet they are 
never brought home to God; when as. 6x 
thers that have carnal Parents that fet them 
very bad examples, and have been brought 
up. in ignorant and profane places and fa- 
milies, and have lived where there hath 
Y been very poor and dark preaching , are 
; ſometimes converted : this ſhews that Con- 
verſion 15 wrought by the weer grace and 
power of God. It may be ſome godly Parents 
after many and many prayers for their Chil... 
dren, and great care to inſtru them in the 
ways of God, have ſo little fruit of all, that 
they count it a great matter if their poor 
Children have a little Civility and common 
Morality; it may be they have not that, 
but are profane Eſaus, and rebellious Ab- 
ſoloms, when as others that have had- wick: 
ed Parents that prejudiced them what they 
{ could againſt Religion from their Infancy, 
8 and when they! began to look aſter Cn, 
N ave 
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.f have oppoſed them with great rigour, 
threatning to turn them out-of doors, and 
never own them, or do any thing for them 
if they follow Religion ; yet rhey are turn- 
ed to the Lord, and cannot be beaten off 
from his ways : this ſhews that it is the 
great and invincible power of God that work; 
th in them that believe. 

2. Some at the ſame time when the Lord 
began to convince them and convert them, have 
been going 0 as de5þerately and reſolutely in 
their ſins as ever they were all their days, As 
Paul was going to Damaſcis to make ha- 
vock of the Saints, being ( as himſelf aſter 
confelſed ) mad and* outragious againſt the 
Charch of God, yet theft, and in that Jour- 
ji ney the Lord converted him, As, g. was 

not this the meer grace and power of God ? 

Some have gone to hear godly Miniſters 
on purpoſe to {coff at them, or bring them 
into trouble,, and yet have been Converted 
at the hcaring of them, finding a marvel- 
lous working of the Spirit of God upon 
their hearts, which was very ſtrange to 
them, and filled them with aſtoniſhment at 
the free grace and power of God. 

Some ignorant and carnal people, who . 
at the beginning of a Sermon have ſlighted 
and deſpiled it and the Preacher in their 


hearts, | v- ; 


times done much by ſfach weak means, 
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hearts, and- have been filled- with indigng: 
tion, yet by and by before the Sermon hath 
been ended, ſomething hath been ſet homie 
upon their hearts, that hath convinced them 
of their miſerable eſtate, and brought them 
to:Chriſt for help and ſalvation. | 

Some at the fame time when they were 
converted, have been more indiſpoled and 
unwilling to hear the word, then at other 
times, but were even as it were hurried and 
thruſt upon the Ordinance that they knew 
not how, and when they have come there, 
have been more drowſie, ſleepy, and unwil- 
ling to hear the word then they uſed to bez 
when lo on a ſudden the Lord awakens and 
ſtartles their Conſcitences by the Miniſtry of 
the Word, as if he himſelf had ſpoken 
immediately from Heaven to them by name, 
and fo the Lord hath made that unlikely 
- time the time of loye, and the Day of bu 
power to their Souls. 

Sometimes when Miniſters have been 
ftraightned in their affeRions and exprel- 
frons in Preaching, more then they have 
ufed to be, that they have gone on hea- 
vily in the work, and haver refleted upon 
their fervice with much humiliation to 
their own Spirits , yet God hath ſome- 


and 
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and converted ſome effetually at that 
time, that there hath been more good done 
at that time, then at many other times, ( ſo 
far as Comes to their knowledge ) when 
they have been much aſſiſted in the work. 
God knows how his faithful Servants would 
preach and ſet forth his truth, and he is 
pleaſed to enlarge things by the inward light 
of his Spirit upon the minds of the hearers. 
ſometimes above what they did ſufficiently 
clear to them. All theſe Obſervations run 


into this, that God worketh all in all, he is. 


the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, and 
that Miniſters can do no good, nor Peeple 
that hea®them' reccive any good, but as it 
is given from above, and when he will work 
nothing ſhall let it, not the ignorant indil- 
poledneſs and prejudice of the hearers, nor 


the defeRts and weaknels of his Servants that 


ſpeak in his Name. 
3. Some of the worſt natural tempers, 
not onely of the weakeſt parts, but of moſt 


froward and croſs Spirits, are wrought up- 


on by the grace of God;, and men of ripe 
wits, and of more affable ana courteous 
natures are never converted unto God. 
Thole differences among men that ariſe 
from their conſtitutions of body, whether 
it be for the better or the worle, alter 
nor 
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not the caſe, God hath mercy on whom he 
will bave mercy ;, God can convert thoſe 
who are of the worſt natural tempers, 
and without he infule grace, thoſe who. 
arc of the ſweeteſt natural diſpoſitions, 
will nevcr turn unto the Lord; yea the 
compoſedneſs of their natural temper 
may turn much to their prejudice, ,ma- 
king them think they are in a good eſtate, 
becauſe they do not break out into ſuch 
paſhons and intemperances that athers are 
very Subject to, although they know no- 
thing of any New birth and ſanttifying 
work of the ſpirit upon their ſouls, _ 

4. Some very difſolute and prophane per- 
ſons are converted, and many others that 
are free from ſuch groſs wice are never 
born again : Publicans, and Hatlots, and 
ſach as the the'f upon the Croſs, are ſome- 
times brought to a light of their fins and 
to repent and believe in Chriſt, when 
others that ncver were fo vile, go on 
quietly, reſting in thcir formality and mo- 
rality, and never fee their need of Chrit 
and a work, of grace upon their hearts, 
and fo periſh for ever. 

When God doth convert men that 
bave been notorious Stimers filled with 
all unrightconſneſs, drunkards, ſwearers, 

{coffers 
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ſcoffers at Religion and old in fin, too 
habituated and accuſtomed to all: kind 
of evil, he proclames unto us, that. the 
power of converting ſouls i of God and not 
of: man. 

lt is true, it doth require the exceed- 
ing greatneſs of Gods power to Convince a 
proud Phariſees, that truſteth .in himſelf 
that he % righteow and delpileth the 
righteouſneſs of Ciri#} ;,, that he is in the 
gall of bitterne/s and bonds of iniquity 
and to bring- him as a poor, loft and un- 
done Sinner to ſeek tor life from Chriſt, 
and in ſome reſpets ſuch have greater 
difficulties to. be carried thorough to 
Chriſt thets» others 3 yet in regard that 
tome of the other ſort are ſo outragious 
m fin, and almoſt down right Athez/cs 
that make a mock and jear of all rels- 
80n and regard! of God and the world ts 
rome, if the Lord: pleaſe to convert ſuch 
(as ſometimes he doth) the exceeding 
reatneſs of Gods power ſhines forth moſt 
emenently- therein. 

When the paſſages of mens. Converſion 
ſhall be known in: the wor/d to come; - it 
Jnill be matter of everlaſting wonderment 
d- aſtorſhment to Angels and \ men, ion 
> Fen it will appear that God- is to, be: 
$ H admired 
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aumired for his free grace, and: the exceed 
ng greatneſs of his power to all that be. 
licve. 1 
Laſtly, that I may ſtand no longer up. 
on this Pozrt, Tet us confider a few pla. 
ces of Scripture more, that beyond al| 
contradiction do eſtabliſh this truth, that 
converſion 1s wrought in the ſoul of wanhby 
the power of God alone. It is laid, the 
exceealnt greatneſs of his power worketh 
rowards them that \ believe, and that' ac. 
cording to his mighty power which wrought 
in Chriſk when he raiſed him from the dead, 
Epheſ, 1. 19, 20. He that hath wrought w 
to the ſelf ſame thing us God, 2. Corin, 
5.5. Hence it 1s a very. proper ex 
prefion that wee commonly ule when we 
ipeak of mcns converſion, tolay, they wer 
wrought npon at ſuch a time; for indeed 
except God had wrought them by the 
exceeding greatneſs of his power 'to this 
ſelf ſame thing, they had never turned 
from Sin t6 Coriſt, A new heart al 
will ] give you and a new ſpirit will I put within 
yer. T will take away the heart of ſtone and give 
you anheart of fleſh, Ezek. 36. 26, 27. 
InConverſion the habit of grace is ſecretly 
inſuſed+ into the heart, as life into. a dead 
man / the ſoul is paſſive at firſt - hence. it 
Iv | 1s 
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is ſaid of God in reference unto this work. 
Farms. 1. 18. That of bis own will begat he us. 
[of his own will} that ſhews, it is ot his ow? 
meer grace and when' it is laid [be begat ws] 
that ſhews that it is 0i his own power, and 
that the Soul is firſt paſſive in the w.,rk. 
When a Soul is converred, it doth repent and 
doth att faith on Criſt, and is ative in a 
way of Grace, but firſt the Lord begets us 
ſpiritually, and in uſes fpiritual life. 

We muſt not imagine that the ſoul never 


aQsat all firſt or laſt, and that there are no 


created havits of grace; but firſt, the Lord 
infuſes the habit of Grace wherein the Soul 
is paſſive, and the Soul .being chansed and 
{anRifyed thereby through the help and in- 
fluence of the {pirit, exciting and affiſtins 
that New ſpiritual Life put into us, we are 
enabled to pur forth atts of Faith, Repentance 
and other Graces.Firft the Lord puts /piritual 
Life into us, and then in him ( throuph his 
concurrence and ſecret aſſiſtance ) we move 
and aQt ſpiritually and graciouſly. The ſumme 
of all is this, God firſt giveth repentance, and. | 
then we repent, God firſt gzveth faith, and then 
we believe. 
All thoſe Scriptures were it is ſaid, chat 
God giveth repentance, and giveth Fauh, ant 


Worketh in us to will and 16 av, might all be | : 
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inſiſted on for further confirmation of this 
truth, That converſion is Wrought by the 
power of God alone, * 

Likewiſe all thoſe Scriptures that ſet forth 
the weakneſs of the Saints, even after they 
are in the ſtate of grace, how they yet. cry 
out to be delivered from the body of death, 
what need they have of aſſi/ting grace, of new 
influences of the Spirit, and to be kept and 
upheld by the power of God unto the end 
of their dayes, and their continual prayers 
and Supplications to God ſtill to teach them, 
quicken them, enlarge their hearts, incline 
their hearts unto his Teſt:montes, and make 
them to go in the path of his Commandments 
| (as David did in the Book of Plalms ) do 
ſhew, that we are both at firft converted and 
afterwards carried on in Gods wayes, and 
kept and preſerved to the ktavernly Kingdow 
by the power of God alone,to whoms be glory for 
"ever and ever > Amen. 
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CHAP. V. 


Shewing that God Converts men at ſe- 
wveral Aves, ſome in Touth, ſome 'in 
their latter time, as it pleaſeth him. 


N?” if we enquire into the times and 
[ſeaſons when God hath Converred thoſe 
whom he hath Predeſtinated unto Life,there 
is great variety, according to the Counſel of 
his Will, there is aſet time for the new and 


ſpiritual birth of the Eleft, as well as there 


Is art appointed tirze for every ones firſt birth 
and coming into the World, The ſelf ſame 
day and hour and moment that God hath 


d creed from Eternity, ſhall all the Ele of | 
God be brought out of the Egypr oi their ? 
natural tondition , to travel towards the ' 


heavenly Canaan. 


Therefore paſſing by what might be ſaid 


of Gods #nfuſing grace into fome in their In- | ; 
H 3 fancy | 
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fancy, as hedoth in Ele Infants that die in 
* their Infancy, although the manner of his 
working grace in them, is a great ſecret to 
us. 1 ſhall only tpeak of the times and lea- 
lons of Gods working grace in them that 
Iive ſome conſide1 able time inthe world. 
Firſt then I ſay, that God converts ſome un 
therr youth, yea very young; this we know 
by Scripture and Experience, Fofsah, Oba- 
aiah, and Timothy are recorded in the Scri- 
pture for early Converts. All ſhould remems- 
per therr Creator inthe days of their yonth : 
and forne God helps by his grace {o todo. 
It is a happy ting when in this ſenſe yourg 
pres firſt ſeck the Kingdom of God, before 
they leek aſter Wealth or Wife, of are {carce 
capable of regarding tuch worldly matters. 
It is infinite mercy to be converted at all, 
and a great ptiviledge. to be converted 
younp. 
- 1. Theſe that are converted wery 
01178 , ufirilly have nor jach terronrs and 
frizh's of Cirjcience ts 64ers have in their 
 Crerfiun, tuch thundrings and earthquakes 
| of Law terrours, but L100 ſpeaketh r0 them 
* with a ililler voice, and decals more gentiy 
* with them. | 
Fo Indeed luch are tumetimes ſorely tempted 
” joe queſtion the truth of their Converſion,be- 
caule 
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cauſe they have not had ſuch great terrors of 
conſcience as ſome others have had, which 
they have heard or read of, yet there is no 
ground for it : for as if a man hath had as 
great' conſternation of Spirit and te; Yours of 
conſcience as ever Cain and Judas had, this 
were not ſufficient to prove thathe is con- 
verted: So if a man hath had little feeling 
of thoſe terrors, and yet can find that' he loa- 
thes himſelf for ſin, prizes Chriſt, believes 
on his Name, and heartily deſires that- he 
ſhould reigne over him, his eſtate is as good 
and ſafe for eternity, as if he had been twen- 
ty years under extream horror of conſcience 
night and day, and afterwards found peace 777 
Chriſt. bs 
Serondly. Thoſe that are converted wery 
young, uſually are prevented by the grace of 
God from committing many groſſe ſins which 0- 
thers are guilty of, as drunkenneſs, whore- 
dom, fcoffing at religion, and* ſwearmg, 
(though the two laſt of theſe ſins now a dates 
are rife amonpſt ſome that are very young, 
even to amazement ) uſually Youth (is not 
lo debauched,l mcan,the beginning of Youth. 
as afterwards ; ſo that if God pleaſe to con- * 
vert one before he hath run into that exceſſe 
of riot, it is to be for ever remembred with* 
thankfulneſs unto the Lord. lf- our fouls ne- * 3 
4 | ver & 
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fancy, as hedoth in Ele Infants that die in 
their Infancy, although the manner of his 
working grace in them, is a great ſecret to 
us; I ſhall only tpeak of the times and ſea- 
lons of Gods working grace in them that 
Irve ſome conſiderable time inthe world. 

Firſt then I ſay, that God converts ſome 17 
their youth, yea very youns; this we know 
by Scripture and Experience, Foft2h, Oba- 
diah, and T :wothy are recorded in the Scri- 
pture for early Converts. All ſhould remer- 
ber their Creator in the aays of their yonth - 
and {ore God helps by his grace {o to do. 
It is a happy ting when in this ſenſe yourg 
pres firſt ſeck the Kingdom of God, before 
they tecek aſter /ealth or Wife, or are lcarce 
capable of regarding fuch worldly matters. 
It 1s infinite mercy to be converted at all, 
and a great piivileage to DE Converted 
Young, 

1. Thoſe that ave convertea wery 
VOL YE utirih'y have not F cl rerrotrs and 
fe: ee cof Cirliient tn e5ers have in that 
(74 207J6u , luch thundrings 83d earthquakes 
of Cw errors, butfGos ſpeaketh ro them 
ith + tiller voice, and ocals more gentiy 
wilt ? 5 TACT, 

(ri Kiecd ti lucli 27 107CLMes ſorely tempted 
atction the 11th of their Converſcon,be- 
caule 
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cauſe they have not had ſuch great terrors of 
conſcience as ſome others have had, which 
they have heard or read of, yet there is no 
ground for it: for as if a man hath had as 
great conſternation of Spirit and te; reurs of 
conſcience as ever Cain and Judas had, this 
were not ſufficient to prove that he is con- 
verted: So if a man hath had little feeling 
of thoſe terrors, and yet can find that he loa- 
thes himſelf for fin, prizes Chriſt, believes 
on his Name, and heartily defires that he 
ſhould reigne over him, his cſtate is as good 
and ſafe for eternity, as if he had been twen- 
ty years under extream horrour of conſcience 
night and day, and afterwards found peace 171 
Chriſt. 

Secondly. T hoſe that are converted weory 
Joung, uſually are prevented by the grace of 
God from committing many groſſe ſins which 0- 
thers are guilty of, as drurkenneſs , whore- 
com, ſcoffting ar religion, and ſwearing, 
(though the two laſt of theſe ſins now a dates 
are rife amonplt ſome that are very young, 
even to amazement ) uſualiy Youth is not 
lo debaucked,l mcan,the beoinning of Youth 
as afterwards ; fo that if God plcate to con- 
vert one before he hath run into that exceſſe 
of riot, it is to be for ever remembred with 
thankfulneſs unto the Lord. If our fouls ne- 

H 4 Ver 
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ver came (in att ) into ſome lecret and\op 
wickedneſs, which naturall men in proceſle 
of time as they grow in years do commonly 
fall into, but that the Lord before our vile 
nature was ripe for the commiſſion of thoſe 
ſins, was pleaſed to Samitify us and put his 
fear into our hearts that wee know not what 
many of thoſe things mean, but by heare-ſay 
and revert we Arc to take it as a great fa- 
vour of the Lord. 

Yet by reafon of this, ſome that were-con- 
verted young are apt to fall into temptation 
and 4 ſnare, being apt to be ever and anon 
leaning fomething to their own righteouſneſs; 
But as God taketh them off by his grace from 
putting any confidence therein, and leadeth 
them forth again by his holy ſpirit to ac- 
count all their blameleſs walking before or 
ſince their converſion, but dung in point of 
juſtification, and to the end of their days, at- 
ter all their doing and ſuffering , deſiring 
onely to be found in Chriſt, having on them 
his righteouſneſs to juſtifie them at Gods Bar, 
And herein lies much of the light and leading 
of the ſpirit of God in them that are true Be- 
tevers,that although others that are 1gnarant 
of thele things, may think that they have not 
[much need of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt be- 
” caulc they have not been Rained with arg 
is 
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fins all their dayes, (and they themſelves at 
times may be tempted to ſuch thoughts) yet 
the Lord ſhewes them that they are ſo vile 
dy nature, and their beſt righteouſneſs ſo im- 
perfeS, that they have as much need to prize 
Chriſt, and to live purely and folely upon 
bis " hteouſneſs, as any poor creatures in the 
world, 

Again, thole that are converted young, and 
have not committed ſome gro/s fon, that 0- 
thers have committed, are apt to carry it 
not with that compaſſion of the ignorant, and 
of them that are out of the way, and utter- 
ly debauched, as thole many times do whe 
have run to the ſame exceſſe of rot and are 
now converted unto God. 

Whereas that is the right Spirit of the 
Goſpel to be very pitifal , yea very gehtle 
in our carriage to the vileſt of man, yet 
ghtly tempered with a holy zeal againſt 
in 


Likewiſe thoſe that are converted young, 
ind have not committed ſuch abomnations as 
others haye done, are apt to be lifted up 
with a conceit of their own ſtrength, and not 
to be ſo ſenſible of the corruption of their na- 
wes as others are; wherefore the Lord 
oth ſometimes leave them unto great temp- 

1075, and ſometimes to fall fouly in ſome 

things 
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things for a ſeaſon (even after, their corver- 
 ſ10n) that they may ſee what is in their hearts, 

and that they ſhould have been as vile aa 
#7 the World, if the Lord had not beſtowe 
bis grace upon them: Whereupon the come 
'to have great humiliation before the Lord, 
and Toath themſelves in his fight. And if 

God do keep ſome that are converted your; 
from being tainted with groſs ſins, firſt or If 
all their dayes, yet ſometimes they may be ſo 
near the Commiſſion of them (but that God 
doth graciouſly ror either by ſome ſpect- 
al Providence, or by filling their heart on a 
ſudden with the bleſſed Morions of his Spirit, 
wheteby the ſnare broken, and they eſcape ) 
that the remembrance thereof is enough to 
keep them humble all their dayes. Beſides, 
if it have not been ſo with ſuch” that they: 
have not been almoſt in ſuch evils, almoſt per- 
ſwaded and enticed to ſuch groſs ſms yet there 
is the Sn of our natures, and the ſins of daily 
mfirmity, diltraions:in holy duties, vame 
thoughts, ſinful paſſions, idle words, and the 
like; for which we have cauſe to lie in the F 
duft before God. | 
Thirdly. Thoſe that are converted young 
do many times attain toa higher degree of grace. 
before they die, then others who are converted ff 
in their latter time, eſpecially thoſe that are F 
| converted 
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converted young, and live long afterwards be- 
ſore they finiſh their courſe ,tuch have longer 
time. to grow 27 grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Yet that none that were converted yourg, 
may be higb-minded but feare, let it be conli- 
dered that it : is not alwayes thus, but ſome 
of theſe through great remprations, and falls 
into (in, are but weak in grace all their days ; 
and ſome that were converted many years 
after them do get the ſtart of them in grace, 
are more awful of God, more weaned 
from the world, and more ſruitful in their 
courle. 

And greatly are ſome humbled when they 
/ Ycount the number of the years (ince God firſt! 
| vrought upon them, and think with them- 
 felves how little communion they have with 
"God, how little morrification to the world, 
. ow little ſervice they have done for God, 
and then look upon others that-have been con- : 
4 (frted many years after them, and ſee to. 
& Uvbat a greater meaſure of grace. they have / 
e Ftained.” Though they do not envy the good- 

m/s of God to ſuch, but rejoyce therein, ” 
7 nd give thanks unto his Name for his grace | 

Peltowed on them, yet they refle&t upon : 

4 Pemlelves, as thoſe who have quenched and 
;Þicved the holy Sprrit off Godyyfor which he” 
A = 
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is hot pleaſed: [they think) to influence and, 
quicken and cothfort them, as hedoth othery, 
| that have been more obedient, and {ſo thelr 
ſouls are greatly abaſed before the Lotd. 
Of theſe things which have been ſpoken 
of corverſion in youth this is the furnme, That 
it is in it felf a great priviledge 5 and yet n6 
vertheleſs "Io are converted yoang, had 
need to Watch and pray, be very humble and 
ailigent leaſt rhey fall into temptations ahi 
ſnares,and go on viry ſlowly and beavily im th 
wayes of God. Likewite from what hath beet 
faid, it doth appeare, that how ever wee may 
be advantaged in ſome circumſtances and pri- 
mledges above others, as in being in Chriſt 
before thern,and the like ; yet without pre# 
ſupplies of g#ate from above, we ſhall 
not make a preficiency according to ſuc 
advantages. 
Before I leave this head it may beprofits 
ble to ſpeak ſome thing more, by way ofcals 
tion and counſel to thoſe that are converted 
young. | | 
-1. Havta care of ertonrs of Fndgemint, 
Youth is uſually raw and ignorant ; you tm 
have ſtrong ahd good affetions, but it my} 
þe weak judgments ; go not out of yovely} 
to hear 1nſornd Preachers, give your Telve 


to Prayer and to the reading of the Word 
attend 


i 
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attend upon the Fairbful Preaching of the 
ward by the Miniſters of Chris. 

2. Be much in provine your own ſelves whe- 
ther you have a found workof grace upon your 
bearts, the end of it ufually to them that are 
fincere1s a fuller allurance that they are paſ- 
ſed frow Death to Life. 

3. Flie youthfull laſts, as Paul! exhorted 
Twwathy. (2 Epilt, 2, 22. ) one that was can- 
yerted young, and was yet but a young man, 
whenthe Apoſtle wrote thus unts him; flee 
pride, flee all kinds of 4ncleaneſs, flee unlawe 
fil recreations, flee bad company and thelike. 

Have a care that through ignorance you do 
not commit {ome fins in your youth that may 
wqynd your conſciences much in age: In ri. 
per years you may ſee fome things to be (in, 
which you would not have done in yaur yourh 
i you had known.ſo much then. Therefore 
ſtudy. the Seriprares well and beg of God to 
ſhew you what ſins youth uſeth to fall into, 
& knows it not then, but it may be afterward 
to the great wounding of Conſcience. In- 
treat the Lord that while you are yet young 
men or Women you may cleanſe your Way, 
4 taky heed thereunto according to his word. 

4. Often bleſs the name of the Lord for re- 
waling himſelf to you ſo ſoon in your young 
wa tender years, Wonder at the Lords fres 
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grace that he ſhould convert you at all, ard 
labour to. be much affeted with the time 
when he did it in the morning of your lives, lo 
ſoon, 10 early. 
5. Whatſoever difficulties, remptations, 
avd afflittions you go thorough in the courſe 
of your pilgrimage, let your hearts truſt ſafe- 
ly in the Lord, that hy grace ſhall be ſuf: 
cient for you: He will never leave you nov 
forſake you, ſo that you may boldly 
lay , the Lord is your helper, what ever 
{ad lots of afMiRion are upon you; and that 
all things ſhall work together for your good. | 
God hath been the God and Guide of your 
youth,he will be the God of your riper years, 
and though in your latter time you may have 
great decaics of body, and can do him little 
ſervice, yethe will be tender of you and care 
for you, and'do you good to gray hairs, and 
in gray hairs, he will bear you, and he wil 
carry you inhis everlaiting Arms to Heaven, 
You may have many 4 Thorne tn the fleſh, 
many humbling temptations, leaſt you ſhould 
be lifred up, but be not diſmayed, for the 
Lord is your God,and he will ſtrengthen you, 
he will helpyou, he will uphold: you with the 
right band of his righteouſneſs. 
6. Admire him that i of power to hrep you, 
ara bath kept you, and wil keep you in the ay 
'0 
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of gracennto the end: remember the ſormer 
dayes when you were farſt illuminated, what + 
difficulties the Lord carried you through, 
how he made you able, by the power of hs 
grace ,; to break off irom evil company, 
and from your ſinful courſes, and it may 
be to endure a great fight of affliftions 
from carnal Parents, and Relations, and ac- 
quaintance ;, and though you were young, 
youthſull, and very unconſtant, yer by the 
power of God, you were not afraid of any 
amazement, and could not be turned aſide 
from following the Lord. 

Some that are converted young are fome- 
times ſtrengthned with ſuch might by the 
Spirit of -God, that though they have carnal 
Parents and Relations, that oppoſe them in 
the wayes of God, they carry it with that 


. Patience, humbleneſs of mind and yet with 


that magnanimiy and courage, that is to be 
wondered at; even while they are young 
and but Children, they may go through 
ſuch difficulties with a holy rejoycing, as: 
would be hard for them to go through af- 
terwards without very much aſhiſting grace 
from God. 

Remember therefore and forget not the 
kindneſs of the Lord to you in your youth, 
and how he hath yet maintained the work of 

grace 
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grace in you, keeping grace alive through fo 
fong a tract of time, as ſome of you have 
walked with God, who were converted young. 
And though your hearts and lives are not 
with God as you would have it, and that 
you have not yet ſo far attained as to be per- 
fea, but ſtill groan and ſigh being burdened 
with your corruptions and temptations ; yet 
thank and praiſe the Lord that hath taught 
you ſrom your youth up, and that hitherto 
he hath kept you in that great and terrible 
wilderneſs you have gone thorough, and that 
his ſpirit and his feare is yet you. 

7. Have a care of abating in your firſ 
tove and zeal and ſincerity and diligence m 
following the Lord. Let the ſpiritual dew of 
your youth be alwaies upon you, that you 
may be alwaies green and flouriſhing in 
grace, that as your dayes ſo may your ſpiri- 
rual Frrength be. Give not the men of the 
World occaſion to ſay, that your forward- 
neſs in-religion in your youth was becauſe you 
wanted wit then , but that now you are 
grown wiſer, you follow the \ orld as hard 
as others, take liberty in your converſation 
as others do, and give over preciſenefs and 
tri walking ; but let them ſee that now 
your judgments are bettered with age and 
much experience you ſtill chuſe rather ts 
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ſuffer affiiftidn with the People of God then to 
my the pleaſures of ſin that are but for a 
e4j/O0N, 

Laſtly, it 5s very requiſite for thoſe that are 
converted young and are but yet young.to r6ad 
the Scriptures diligently concerning the duties 
that God requireth of men in het Relations 
that his Providence bath put them into, or 
ſhall put them intoin the world. Study welt 
the duties of Servants and Maſters, Chil- 
dren and Parents, Wipes. and Husbands, 
and other Relations. As the beſt Saints are 
apt to mifcarry much in their duties in the 
Relations they ſtand in, ſo elpecially thoſe 
that are young, for want of knowledge. of 
what God requires in his ord in thoſe Re- 
lations. Therefore art thou. called being 
very young ? ſtady upon thoſe duties that 
the Scripture requires towards thy Parents 
( if they be yet alive) and make great con- 
Icience of them. Art thou called being a 
Servant, ot intended to be ſo ſhortly read 
over thoſe Scriptures that ſpeak of the du- 
ties of Servants again and again, pray over 
thole Scriptures often, that God would make 
thee obedient, dilsgent, and faithful in that 
Retation as his Word requires. Art thou 
called, and art foon to marry, or art newly 
married ? ſtudy thole Scriptrres that con- 

cern 
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cern.that eſiate- and fo for Maſters and 
Parents, and the like. The holy Scxiptures ' 
areable to teach you your duries in all theſe | 
things, that you may be throughly ſurniſh- 
ed with direftions from them. 
© Letno young people delpiſe this counſel, 
for through their not giving attendance to 
the Reading & ſtudy of the Scripture in thele 
things, they many times offend God much, 
and.whatſoevergrace they have, the beauty 
and{uſtre of it is exeeedingly darkned before 
the eyes of men. We hear of ſucha young 
perſon that is much affeted with the word 
and prayes much, ſpeaks of good things,and 
prizes Chriſt : but when we inquire how 
doth he carry it to his Parents or his Ma- 
ſer, or to his Yoak-fellow, it is oftentimes 
a grief of mind to the Godly-wiſe, and 
makes them they know not whar to think, 
there is ſo great failing in thoſe duties. 
Now I am ſpeaking of the. Lords con- 
verting ſome very young. Note this, that 
ſometimes young people , and eſpecially 
thofe that have good education live in god- 
ly Families, and under the faithful preach- 
ing of the word, are much convinced and 
ſet upon prayer, and others rejoyce and 
nope that it will be a through work; and yet 


aY this comes to nothing, they ſoon jon 
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all ſenſe of thoſe things; and'grow more vile 
in their praRtiſes then they were. before. 
And others of them to pleaſe their Relati- 
ons that are.godly, after they have loſt the 
power of. thoſe commor convictions they 
have had, will ſeem to be'religious ſtill for 
a while, but when their.godly. Parents are 
dead, or'they come to leave good Fami- 
lies and.-be. for themſelyes, then they will 
ſhew what they are indeed. Some are no- _ 
table Hypocrites very, young, and having 
g00d parts, and finding that the profeſſion 
of Religion makes them acceptable to ſome 
upon ' whom they: have . dependance, will 
make a-fair ſhew to deceive othcrs ; but 
ſet them: know , that they deceive them- 
{elves moſt in the end when they come to 
have their portion with the Hypocrites, where 
_ is weeping and wailing and gnalbing of 
teeth. 

| have dwelt long enough upon this firſt 
Head, to ſhew that God doth convert lome 
in youth, yea very. young, and have given 
cautions and counſel unto ſuch. Now to 
proceed : 

Secondly, God doth convert ſome in their 
riper years, in the midſt of their gays, or in 
old age, as it pleaſeth. him. Abraham in the 
Old Teſtament, and Nicodeww in the New, | 

. [2 | are 
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are tecorded as perſotis converted in their 
OY Years and latter time ; but whereas 
fome ſay, ſhew iny othier inſtances befides 
chem of perſons converted in their latter 
rime ? I will ſay that we know not the pre- 
ciſe age of the tliree thouſand that were 
corverted, As 2.nvr of thoſe As 4.5. nor 
of thoſe Multitudes' that were added to the 
Lord, A&s5. 14. nor of Cornelius his friends, 
ARts 10. «pon whom the Holy Ghoſt fell, nei- 
ther do we know the Sreciſe ape of Lydia, 
the Jaylor, and many others that are men- 
tioned by name in the Scripture, whether 
they were young or old when they were 
converted, nor is it neceſſary ſor us to know 
it : It is ſufficient for us to know, that who- 
foever cometh unto Chriſt, he will in no wiſe 
caft out, whether he be young or old. 

Thoſe holy men that ſhew what an unſuit- 
able time old age is, to have then the work 
to do, to make our calling and eleftion ſure, 
when we can ſcarcelſce to read the Scrip- 
rures, can ſcarce 'hedr' thi word of [ife that 
is preached to them, and their Memories 
and parts extreawly decayed, muſt not be 
underftood, as if God could not convert 
ſuch, or never &id it, but to ſhew that the 
repentance offurh is very often feigned and 
counterfeit, and to warn young people ne 

they 
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they do not count upon old-age converſion 
to the negleting of remembring their Crea- 
tour 11 the days of their youth. Jt is a great 
truth that they fay, that God ſhould not 
be put offto take the dreps of our lives, and 
to take the Devils leavings, for he deſer- 
veth the beginning of ourftrength, the beſt 
of our days, and all our days to feryc him, 
but better late then never; better come in- 
to the Vineyard at the eleventh hour then 
not at all. There have been remarkable 
converfions of old men recorded by wor- 
thy men, O that there were more both 
young and old brought home to Chriſt.- I 
know none that will 'forbid the oldeſt Sin- 
ner to come to Chriſt: If they do not flat- | 
ter God with their lips,and feign themſelves 
to be Saints, but are indeed born again, 
though they be old, they ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of God. 12 
It is true, elder perfons that are uncon- 
vertedare more habjtuated to fin, and u- 
ſually more prejudiced againſt the power of 
Religion then thoſe that are younger, but 
they have more fins to.:humble them, and 
ſhew them their need of Chriſt, if the Lord 
pleaſe to give them a ſight and ſenſe of them. 
God is leaſed to cohvert ſome that were 
the moſt unlikely to find mercy eyery way, 
]'3 _ © very 
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very ignorant, very profane, and-now wax- 
en old allo, who would have ſaid or 
thought that ſych- ſhould ever have turned 
tothe Lord ? But is any thing too bard for 
God? wonders of grace are the greateſt 
wonders that God doth, and will be the | 
moſt admired to Eternity. 

If any ſhall enquire further concerning 
theſe things, and ask whether God doth 
convert any now: a-days towards the very 
end'of their lives upon their Death- beds, 
or in a dying hour ? 

I anſwer, that although none ſhould pre- 
fume upon this, and - think there is time e- 
nough yetto repent and turn to God: yet 
furely that famous inſtance of the conver- 
fion of the Thief upon the Crols in.a dying- 
hour, is recorded for an ener {rept of 
all ſuchas hereafter come to be ſenſible of 
their ſins, though very late,that they ſhould 
notay, there is no hape, and that therefore 
they. will not have a thought of looking af- 
ter pardon in Chriſt, but that they may ſee 
that (for ought they know, there is a-may- 


__ .be of mercyyet; } 


: We muft not fay that converſion was 
never. wrought in any in a dying-hour, be- 
ſides this Thief upon the Crols, *tis not or- 


ginary indeed for -uſually as men hs 
they 
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they die, thoſe that lived in groſs ignorance 
and profaneneſs uſually dic ſo,even die like 
ſpiritual fools, without ſenſe of ſin, without 
making out after »»io2 with Chriſt, and 
without any ſerious conſideration of that e- 
ternity of happineſs or miſery to which they 
are going : but God may work mvch upon 
{ome'very near their deaths, that were very 
ignorant and vile before, that while men are 
on this ſide.Hell, and the Gulf is not fixed 
between them. and ſalvation ( how vile fo 
ever they have been all their days) let none 
take away all incouragement from them to 
repent and come to Chriſt. 

Indeed it is a difficult thing, and requires 
much of the wiſdom from above in a godly 
Miniſter or Chriſtian ( who it may be now 
is ſent for to come and diſcourſe with, and 
pray with an ignorant, profane, fick and dy- 
ing perſon, that hated and ſcoffed all ſuch 
in times paſt when the thoughts of death 
were far from them) to know how to ſpeak 
to ſuch, ſo as neither to bolſter them up in 
their ignorance and carnal preſumption, nor 
to hide the Goſpel, and the way to the Ci- 
ty'of refuge from them, One that duly 
weighs all things will find this a hard rask 
indeed: Thoſe that being called to fick'and 
dying perſons can upon meer formalities'at 
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an adventure though they be neyer ſo igno- 
rant and wicked afſure them that all is well, 
3nd that they have bot a little bodily pain 
to grapple with, and ſo to go to Heaven, 
make eaſie work of it. But O for one that 
knows and conliders that few are ſaved, and 
that except a man be born again he cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of God, and that underſtands 
that this ſick-dying-perſon hath been very 
ignorant, and hath lived without God in 
the world, to know how to ſpeak rightly, 
to ſuch requires much heavenly wiſdom. 
The w:ſitation of ſick and dying perſons is up- 
on many accounts a harder work to per- 
form after a right manner then moſt are a- 
ware of, and eſpecially af theſe perſons be 
ignorant and profane that we are called ro 
vilit. Very dangerous is the caſe of thoſc 
that are neare dying hour, andare yet un- 
converted, there is but a ep between them 
and Hell,; Q if they were ſenſible of it, 
what trembling would take hold of them? 
but iſ yet at laſt the Lord will work grace 
in them, and {ay they ſhall not.go dawn to 
the Inferne! Pt, (though they are ſo near 
it) Ihave found a r4»/ep., let.none envy the 
grace of God 40 them. Let none from what 
hath been ſaid, take heart to go on in their 
igpornee and profaneneS in chir heal 
” aſl 
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and ſtrength, and think all may be well at 
laſt, what if now and then a Malefactour 
hath his Pardon come when he is upon the 
Ladder, and the Rope about his Neck, and 
he ready to be turned off, for one ſuch are 
not many ſcores executed and put to death. 
Ifit were but for the life of your body, you 
would be loath to truſt to that, but men are 
moſt careleſs of their Sopls, and though 
there be a Pardon-Office ſet up in Chriſt, 
yet few look after it in their youth and 
health, and ſtrength, but think their Par- 
don will come ſoon enough to ſave them 
from Hell, it may do ſo, it is well if it do. 
But O bold ſinner, thou run'ft a mighty ha- 
zard , what if this Parden never come? 
What if God ſay, Take bim Fuſtice, take 


him Devils, take bim Hell, I will Gew bam no 
mercy. 
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Of the way how we may know that we are 
Comverted and paſſed from Death to 
Life, 


V Hen a Soul is truly Converted, 
"then his ſtate is ſafe for Erernty, 
If one that is converted ſhould die preſently 
after (as did the penitent Thief upon the 
Croſs) he is as fure to go to Heaven as if he 
had lived never ſo long to ſerve Chriſt, and 
to ſuffer for his Name in the world : for in 
the inſtant of our Converſion we receive 
Chriſt, by whom we are juStified, and we re- 
ceive his Sprrzt which ſhall be in us for ever, 
But whether we are to die {oon, or to 
abide many days in this world after our cor-. 
verſion, it is very deſirable to know this 
happy change that God hath made of our 
condition; for the more aſſurance we have 
that God hath called us into the fellowſhip 
of his' Son Jeſus Chrift our Lord, the more 
| WE 
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we ſhall love God, praiſe God, rejoyce in 
God ; the more patient in afffict;ons , the 
more willing to bear the Croſs, the more 3 
deſirous to depart and to be with Chriſt - [ 
And ina word, the clearer our #1107 with 

Chrift t tow, the more {weet and caſte will 

all the duties of Religion be to us, and the 

> | more holy and fruitful ſhall we be in our 

} | whole courſe, and that from a principle of 

GoSfel ingenuity and gratitude : We ſhall 

be the more conſtrained by the love of Chr:ft 

to live to him, when we know and are affſu- 
red he hath died for us, and as a frait of hs 

death, hath drawn us unto himſelf, Thoſe 

that would have them that are in ChrsF, to 

be always in ſuſpenſe and ſtand in doubt of 

their eternal conditions, accounting it a 
piece of Chrijtian humility and holy modeſtly 
lo to do; yea, thinking ſucha frame to be 
a great preſervative from ſin, and a Sur to 

qnicken them to more diligence in Goas ways, 

then if the aſſurance of the love of God were 

ſhed abroad in therr hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, - 
do erre, not conſidering ſo fully the natare 

of Ga oh Grace, and 4a lively hope of ſalva- 

tion, that it doth ſtrengthen and enlarge the 

Soul in holineſs and obedience, by urging new 

and further rmotives to our walking with 

God and fruitfulneſs before him. 

| It 
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lt is the duty of all to try their ſpiritual | 
eſtates and not to reſt ſatisfied in ſome pro- 
bability of the tryth and power of grace in 
them, but to give diligence to the attaining 
of 2 full aſſurance thereof. 
Wherefore are we called upon fo often 
in the Scripture, to prove our own works, to 
£x4mze our ſelves whether we be in the faith 
97 20, to give ailzgence to maks our calling 
#pg elettion ſure, Pi be not that thoſe that 
are not yet converted may find it out, that 
they may not deceive themſelves, but now 
Jook after union with Chriſt, which yet they 
have not, and that thoſe that are converted 
indeed may be aſſured of it, and ſo rejoyce 
and of praiſe, and be ſtirred up to walk 


in all things of the vocation wherewith 


Wart 
they are called. 
if a man be not yet truly converted unte 
Gog,it is better for him to know hoy? his 
condition is, though for the preſent it fill 
his Sap! with much anxiety and fear of the 
wrgth to come, then that he ſhould go on 
guictly and prefumptvouſly to Hell. If we 
be foolsſh YV:irgzns, without the Oyle of grace 
zx apr veſſels,*tis better to know itnow whilſt: 
Oyl. may be got, then not to know it till 
time is paſt, and the door is ſhut. 
Many are greatly offended when they 
| | arC 
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are put upon trying their Firitual eſtates, 
they ſay, /xch preaching troubles their con- 


| ſciences, they are loath to ſee in what a mi- 


ſerable condition they are, but if the Lord 
delight in them to make them his people, 
they will bleſs God that ever they ſate un- 
der fuch an awakening Miniſtry by which 
the Lord brought them to fee they were in 
the broad way that leadeth to deſtruttion, 
and brought them out of it unto Chrzſe. 

Now then in anſwer to this great Que- 
ſtion, How may a man know that he « truly 
converted, and m the ſtate of grace ? 

I. It may be known by diſcerning the work, 
of grace upon the Heart. 

2. It may be known by the more immediate 
teſtimony of the fþirit, 

i. Converſion may be known by diſcerning 
the work, of grace upon the heart. If 4 man 
think himſelf ſomething when he « nothing, 
he deceiveth himſelf, Gal. 6. 3. Well then 
how ſhall ſuch a man be undeceived ? v..4. 
Let every man prove his own work,, ſo ſhall 
he have rejoycing in himſelf alone, and not i 
another, That is, let him try whether the 
Lord hath began the good work of grace 1 
bim, let him prove and examine himſelf, whe: 
ther he hath true faith, true repentance, true 
love to God, trne love ta the brethren, ſo fab 
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bs have rejoycing in himſelf alone, diſcerning 
that God hath wrought in him thoſe thingy 
that accompany ſalvation, and not rejoyce 
meerly in the good opinion of others, who 
though they be graciom and Siritual, may 
calily be deceived in judging of the /þ:iritual 
eftate of others, being not 1o ſuſpicious of 
others as they are of themſelves, and know 
not the ſecret paſſages between God and their 
Souls, as they know things between God 
and themſelves. 

Many Scriptures might be brought to 
ſhew that weare to take this courſe in judg- 
ing of our :ritual eſtates. Hereby we know 
ehat we know him, if we keep his Command- 
wents, 1 Jonn 2. 3. Hereby know we that we 
ave in him,v. 4. We know that we are paſſed 
from atath to life becauſe we love the bre- 
thren, 1 John 3.14. Thote that deny inherent 
grace in thoſe that are converted, or would 
not have.them to try their þ:ritnal eftates 
thereby, are much miſtaken. 

Let thoſe who would know whether they 
be yet converted, let themſelves as in the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, and examine themſelves 
whether the Lord hath made them {enſible 
of the danger and evil that there is infin! 
whether the Lord hath taken them off from 
truſting in their own righteouſneſs and 


firength ? whether the Lord hath revealed 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt to them as Mediator ,and hxed theu 
hearts to put their whole cruſt in him, 
Whether the Lord hath wroxght 'm them 
godly ſorrow for fin, and put a new bent of ho- 
lineſs upon their hearts, to delire and endea- 
vour to walk ſo as to:pleale God. -- . 

He that would have thcie things more 
fully opened,ler him remember or look back 


* to the [hird Chapter, where | have ſhewn 


more largely what Converſion and , Special 
Grace #.,and to let him examine himlelt ac- 
cordingly. But that I may (rhroughebe grace 
of Cariſt ) be further helpſul to thoſe whe 
would try their /piritual ejtates, to find out 
what God hath done for their $:als,letthefe 
things be odſcrved : 

i. That the werk of grace « nut always 
althe viſible and diſcernable in a Child of God, 
netther to himſelf nor athers with whom he batb 
to do. T hrough bodily. diſtempers, through mo- 
lent temptations,through ſore falls imo ſrw,and 
great diſſertions and hidings of Gods face, 
( from none of which a Child of God is 
wholly exempted 1n this life ) it may come 
to paſs that a true Saint may be very har 
put to it to diſcern the work of erace in him- 
ſelf, yea. very much. fear that he hath no 
truegrace, and walk in darknels and trouble 
of ſpirit thereupon.: With ſome it is thus 
a great while, God orders it thus (amongſt 

gaze other 
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other holy ends of his.) by ſuch examples of 
troubled Conlciences, to put others upon 
more tryal of their Firitualeſtates, todraw 
fotth our pity and compaſſion ro ſuch as are 
in thele Firitual diſtreſſes, and ro make vs 
more thankful lor the {zzhr of Gods Firit, to 
dilcern the work, of grace in ourfelves, 
which theſe poor forrowfal ones cannot at- 
tain unto, and toſhew us that which I am 

- now upon, that grace bting ſo little in the 
beſt, is fometimes ſtarce difcernable, eſpe- 
cially when the body is fickyl and diſtem- 
pered, and there is forne fpecial hour and 
power of darkneſs pon wh. 1. 

By the way, I] am afraid that ſometimes 
godly Miniſters enawares may deliver fomes 
things that may much puzzle poor Cor!/tr- 
ans about trying the work of grace upon theit 

=y hezrts, and bring them into great darkneſs 
; ard trouble of Firir. However that which | 
ſhall take hotice of may be a Caurion t0 
ſuch as ſhall read theſe thmps, that they do 
not fo, I have obferved that diners do | 
fometimes ſpeak {otimwarily of the ſigns of | 
this grace, and the orher, that thoſe ſigns 
which they lay down, are ſens only of the 
bigh a*tings of that prace,and are not to be 
brought in as tryal's whether a perfon hath 
the truth of that grace which may be, and 
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yet hot thoſe high altings of it.l affe&t plain- 


nets and not oblcurity,, therefore 1 would 
try to make out my obſervation better, ſup- 
pole a Miniſter 1s preaching about the nature 
ef Faith, and ſhall make this.a ſign, to the 
people to try their Faith by, if they cande- 
lieve at all times that God will bring about 
every particular thing for them,which their 
eyes are towards him,for and wt-ich he hath 
promiſed without heſitatiov, wavering and 
conſjdering and poring upon thoſe things 
that ſtand in the way of the mercy ; and for 
this quote Abrahams Example that when he 
had the premiſe of a Son in his old Age, be 
ronfidered not bis own body, nor yet the dead- 
neſs of Sarahs womb, Rom. 4. 18. 19. where- 
as it 15 faid there ; that he being not weak 1 
faith, but Frong in faith, was enabled to dg 
ſo. That fuch things muſt be brought in as 
exatnples of what believers ſhould do, and 
of what believers are ſometimes enabled ' 
through the grace of God to do, even to aft 
faith very highly and ſtrongly, and not to 
prove that he is not a zr«e believer that doth 
not alwayes this. -And fo if this be laid 
down as a tryal of Faith that one that bath 
true faith will not be daunted in the times of 
the, preateſt peril nor uſe ſinful waies to 
bring himſelf out of trouble, and quote for 

K this 
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this the Heroick courage of the three Chil. 
dren before Nebuchadnez.zar,Daniel 3. and 
Davids encouraging himſelf in the Name of 
the Lord when Ziklag was taken,and the peo- 
ple ſpake of ſtoring him, 1 Sam. 30. 6. How: 
may this puzle poor fouls, and make them 
refle& upon themſelves, as if they had no 
tre faith becauſe it may be they have found 
rwany fears in time of danger, and uſed ſome 
ſinful ſhifting in time of trouble. Yea, and 
did not choſe men who were {o Famous in 
their genrerations Falter much in their Faith 
and courage ſometimes as Abraham when he 
twice denyed Sarah to be his Wife as wee 
ſce-in-*Geneſes, and Peter when he denyed 
Chriſt,and yet ſill the habit of Faith remain- 
ed with” them, and David though all that 
time before mentioned he was bold in his 
God yet all other times how fearful was he, 
and that preſently after God had emminent- 
Iy appeared for him 1 Sam. 27. 1. and then 
he was ſore aſraid of Achiſh King of Gath 
and changed his behaviour, and feigned him- 
ſelf mad 'and ſcrabled” at the doors of the 
Gate &c. all to get out off the danger he 
was.in. Therefore careful muſt ws be when 
we fet before others tryals of the grace of 
God in "the, that we do not take Scrip- 
tures that fpeak of the ſaints of old when 
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they ated grace highly, and urge this npon 
people that if they do not alwaies ſo they 
have not the truth of grace in them, Indeed 
ſuch examples of the Saints ſhould be inſiſt= 


| ed onto ſhew others what they ſhould do 
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inlike caſes, but not to make them tryals of 
the truth of their grace, ſo as that they ſhould 
conclude they have not the truth of grace ex- 
cept they are inevery thing at all, times af- 
ſiſted and influenced by the ſpirit of God, as 
they were ſometimes. Abraham David and 
Peter, ſometimes atted above themſelves thro- 
ugh the ſtrong help of aſſiſting grace, and 


ſometimes ated as much below themſelves, 


thorough the power of temptations, and the 
remainder of corruption that was in them, 
and fo it is with other Saints. He therefore 
that will not lay a ſtumbling block before 
the weak in ſpeaking of theſe things, muſt 
careſully diſtinguiſh between what a true 
Saint is in his principles, defire and bent of 
his heart, in which he is holy and gracious 
(for the Law of God is in his heart) and 
what. he is or may be in ſome particular as 
Mm which ho may diſcover many fallings : We 
muſt diſtinguiſh between what a Saint 
ſhould be, and woule be, and what he is and 
attaineth to in this life, we muſt deftingniſh 


between what a Saint is ſometimes when he 
R 2 is 
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is Krongly influenced and affiſted by the 
holy Ghoft, and whar he is at other times 
wheh the Lord leaveshim (in part) for his 
humilation, and that he may fee what is in 
his heart. We muſt Eifting:.:1ſh berween what 
2 true Saint 1s in his maine courte,fo he wal- 
kethwith God, and what he is at ſometimes 
when as (Paul -himfel! faith) the evil which 
he would not do, and that which he ates 
that he doth. The life of grace in rhe hearts 
of believers is a great myſtery, the fl:th op- 
olerh the Ipirit, and rhe ſpirit the fleſh in 
em;the fleſh and corruption in them cannot 
precipitate them to evil,as it would, becauſe 
of the ſpirit and grace of God that oppoſeth 
Kt, and the grace and new Nature that is in a 
Safhit, cannot do the good that it would be- 
cable of the fleth that oppoſeth it. 

Al] that lam ar is, that as Miniſters doRQ- 
rine ſhould be quick and powerful to con-. 
vince ignorant and prefumptuous Sinners, 
that they are in the way to deſtruftton, fo 
they ſhould be carcful at the fame time that 
they do not quench the ſmoaking flax nor 
break, the bruiſed Reed, puzling and making 
ſad any righteous ones, whom God would 
not have made fad, remembring that it is 
one end of the Miniſtry of the Goſpel that 
we ſhould be helpers of thcir joy 3 and ” 
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much for this digreſſion. 


Grace is not alwaies alike viſible. in true 
believers as hath been ſhewn ſometimes, 
the Saints walk in the Sun-ſhine : and ſome- 
times n the dark,therefore it is neediul that. 
we ſhould be often trying our fpiritual 
efta:es and ſometimes ſet ſpecial times apart 
for ſelf examination, iſhappily we may find 
that God hath called us into the fellowſhip 
of his Son tefus Chriſt our Lord. 

2. In trying our ſpiritual eftates by ſigns of 
the wor k, of grace upon our hearts it is beſt ords- 
narily to try our ſelves about the main things 
wherein the work of grace doth principally con- 
ſt - as to try whether we have true farth im 
Chriſt. true repentance, true love to God, and 
the like ; or elle, through our weakneſs we 
are apt to be confounded by a multitude of 
ligns,this way is ſafe enough,for where there 
is only grace zn truth there 1s all, at leaft in 
the root and habzr. 

3. 1n trying and examining the work of 
frace uponour hearts, we muſt pray for the 
lirht of the ſpirit to ſhew us thoſe graces that 
be hath wrought in u4,otherwiſe it will be hard 
to diſcern them. The Holy Ghoſt can put a 
lbfture and ſhine upon our graces, and when 
the Conſcience is in great diſtreſs, can fay, 
te not afraid Chriſt is here, (ce thou believe 

3 in 


134 Flow we may know 


in him, thou feareſs God, and loveſt him in 
ſincerity. 

When a believer is examining the work of 
grace upon the heart, ſometimes the þoly ſp;. 
rit is pleaſed to put Grace into freſh attings, 
whereby it is more ealily diſcerned ; as for 
example, when a Believer is examining whe- 
ther he hath true Faith in Chriſt, the Holy 
Ghoſt doth ſometimes put that grace into a&& 
at that very time,and then he can ſay, Lord 
F believe, I ſee faith at this very time working 
w my heart, and fo for other graces ;, as 
repentance, love to God, and the like ; When 
It is thus, a peor believer goes thorough the 
work of ſelf examination, with great ſatisfaRi- 
on and delight, and if it be not always ſo, 
yet let a Believer pray and ſearch into his 
heart, and wait upon the Lord : 1f he hide 
his face, yet wait upon him for a good hour 
when he will come unto us and comfort 
Us. 

4. The ſtronger the habit of grace im the 
heart 15,and the more frequent and conſtant the 
attings of grace are,the more eaſily may we come 
to the knowledg and afſurance of the work. of 
grace in us. It faith were ſtronger in the ha- 
bit and more frequent in the act, we might 
have more aſſurance that we have the rruth 
of that grace, and uſually it is fo, that Jo 

ave 


} 
t 
/ 
) 
' 


-we areconverted. 


-have moſt aſſurance, the like may be faid 
of repentance, love to God, and other 
graces. 


Happy is it, when a man can truly ſay, 
frall I queſtion the truth of my faith in Chriſt, 
when through the grace of God who hath 
wrought my heart to this ſelf ſame thing,] find 
a ſtrong bent upon my heart to cleave to Chriſt 
as my Mediatour for ever, I am continually 
looking to him he 1s precions to me the Medita- 
tion of him ſweet to my ſoul, I have counted, 
do count ,and will for ever count,all things but 
dung in compariſon of him, ſhall I queſtion the 
truth of my repentance, when | find that I have 
continual ſorrow in my heart for my ſms and 
ſighs, and cry continually to be delivered from 
all my corruptions. | ſay happy is that man 
whoſe grace is ſoftrong and in ſuch conti- 
nual motion and action ſuch a man can more 
eakily diſcern the truth of it ler us pray and 
wait for this. 

5- Believers muſt not be taken up wholly 
in trying of themſelves whether they are in the 


ſtate of grace or no; but preſs forwards mm. 


putting forth New atts of Faith, New atts of 
repentance, New atts of love to Chriſt, and 
New afts of mortification of Sin. That we 
may grow up into himin all grace, who is 
our head even Chriſt. 

K 4 Yea 
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Yea, ſometimes former : g7ace received 
may be many ways lo ableured, yea weak- 
ned, that there is no other way to recover 
the vigour and comfort of grace, but for the 
Soul to believe in Chriſt; repent and, turn 
to God as if it were but now to begin tofol. 
low Chriſt. 

Secondly, Converſion andthe wor kh of grace 
pon tha. heart, 1s ſometimes manifeſted to 
by the more immediate teft tmony of the proc 

It the holy Ghoſt do indeed per{wade and 
aflure our hearts that we ate in the love and 
favour of Gud, then we are effeQuually cal- 
led, for though God: leyeth thoſe whom he 
hath choſen trom everlaſting, and the giving 
0i Chriſt to die for them, and his drawing 
them to Chriſt is from ithat free love and 
good pleafure of his will towards them, yet 
until a perſon be converted the holy Ghoſt 
doth not afſurc him, that God hath ordai- 
ned him to eternal life. Thoſe, whom God 
bathforeknown, he hath'predeſtinated from 
eternity to the adoption of Children by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, bur till they: be aQually ſors and 
davphers which is not till their converfion 
and believing in Chriſt, Fohm.' 1. 12: Toe 
Lord doth not find his ſpirit into their hearts 
ts enablg them. f 6 cry AopsF atber.TheLord in- 
deed lendeth his m__ into the hearts 5 the 
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Ele& to convert them and work faith in 
them (for without the fpirit it could never 


'be done) but it is an after- work for the 1{pi- 
xit to come into our hearts enabling us to 


cry, Abba Father ;, afuring us that we are 
the Children of God ,Rom. 8. 16. And ſhed- 
ding abroad and pouring in the love of 
God to us in particular into our hearts 
Rom. 5 5. 

We muſtnot think, that the holy Ghoft at 
firſt dai}; doth aſſure a perfon that God hath 
ordained him in particular to eternal life, be- 
fore he intute the habit of grace and ſpiritual 
Liſe into him, but firſt the boly Ghoſt having 
convinced the ſoul of ſin, and convinced the 
Soul of righteouſneſs to juſtify, to be in 
Chriſt,and in him alone doth enable the foul 
to apply Chriſt, and come unto him, and af- 
terwards as it pleaſes him doth manifeſt to 
the ſoul the tru: h of his faith,and his pardon 


through Chriſt. The Holy Ghoſt works as 


a SanAtifyer, before he workes as a Com- 
foiter, the Holy Ghoſt workes faith in the 
heart before he fill with joy and peace, which 
5 onely in bclicving in Chriſt; and difcern- 
ing the f1 uits of our Union with him, 

Che manner how the Holy Ghoſt doth 
afſure vs that we are the-Children of God, 
Sa great mytery. When the Holy Ghoſt 

clears 
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clears to us the work of grace upon our 
hearts,this is one way that he doth witneſs to 
us that we are the Children of God. But 
ſometimes he doth it more immediately,that 
when the believer hath not beenat that time 
trying his ſpiritual eſtate, or it may be is in 
great heavineſs through manifold inward 
temptations, and outward dangers, and af- 
flittions ; ſuddenly the Holy Ghoſt makes 
him to triumph in Chriſt and rejoyce with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory. Indeed 
this way of the ſpirits witneſſing to the ſoul, 
though it,is moſt refreſhing and raviſhing, 
yet it is nor ſo ordinary as the other, and it 
15 more tranſient and quickly paſſing away : 
and is rather a cordial for ſome ſowning fit 
- or ſome Antidote to ſtrengthen the heart in 
fome great approaching ſervice or tryal 
'then the common food of the Saints in this 
life. 

If any ſhall fay, how do Believers know the 
woice and witneſs of the ſpirit ſpeaking peace, 
and joy, by Feſus Chriſt to their ſouls from 4 
deluſion, | anſwer. 

1. Gy a certain ſpiritual inſtinft which no 
man knows but him that hath it ; by this they 
know the voice of the ſpirit from the voice ol 
a ſtranger. 

2. By the ſigns that follow this voice and 

Witneſs 


themſelves little concerning the work of 
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Witneſs of the ſpirit raiſing our hearts to look 
ro Chriſt the Mediator. As he from whom 
all our ſprings are admiring the love of 
the father in giving himto be the propittati- 
on for our fins; loathing of our ſelves fer 
our iniquities and ſtronger celires to walk 
in univerſal obedience to the Lord. 

But now becaufe ſome feem to examine 


grace upon their hearts, but in giving a 
reaſon of the hope they have, that they are 
paſſed from death to life, ſpeak not of their 
faith, repentance and other graces: but ſay 
that they had fuch and ſuch a word, given in 
as for example I have loved thee with an 
everlaſting love, or I have blotted out as a 
thick Cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and will re- 
member thy fins no more; Fear net ] am 
with thee, be not diſmayed, for I am thy God 
be of good cheare, thy ſins are forgiven thee 
or the like. This queſtion may be moved 
hereupon. 

Queſt. When a man hath ſome promiſe or 
word of grace come into hu thoughts ſo 4s to 
wake impreſſion upon his beart, and quiet his 
as to hu feare of the wrath of God : how ſhall 
he know that thi us ſpoken by the ſpirit to wit= 
neſs to him, that he t the Cnild of God or whe- 
ther it be a deluſion. 
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Arſw. 1 That the holy Ghoſt doth 
ſometimes comfort the hearts of belie- 
vers, by ſome promile or word of grace 
mentioned in the Scripture is not to be 
queſtioned. | 

As the Holy Ghoſt in convincing men of 
{in and their faſt eſtate by nature doth often , 
make ule of ſome places of Scripture, as for * 
example the wages of fin is death,the wrath 
of God ts revealed from heaven againſt all 
unrighteouſneſs of men,and ſetles home the 
commandments of the Law with the curſe 
anexed to the breach of them in particular 
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to the foul, as i the Lord did ſpeak from 
heaven,to that particular perſon, Thave ſaid 
#7 my Law ; thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
before me * But thou haſt made riches thy 
God, thy belly, thy God, thy Name and eſtcem 
amongſt men thy God, therefore thou art cur- 
ſed: I have ſaid in my Law thou ſhalt not 
take my Alame in vain but thou hat done it, I 
have ſaid thon ſhalt keep my ſabbath Holy, but 
theu haft not regarded it;, and ſo thou haſt 
broaken this commanalment, and the other, 
Thave faid curſed is every one that continueth 
ot in every thing, that 1s written in the book of © 
the Law, to do it therefore thou art under the 
curſe : aud what wils thou do. As the holy 
Ghoſt, I ſay doth often ſet home ſuch Scriptures 
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to convince men of ſin, and ſhew them their 


need of Cariſt, ſo doth the Holy Ghoſt many 
times make uſe of other Scriptures that hold 
forth Gods free grace in Chriſt , both at firſ# 
to work faithand draw the ſoul to Chriſt, and 
afterwards to fillthe heart with joy and peace 


57 believing. 


Thefore it is a ſign of a prophane heart, 
and deſtitute of the knowledge of converſi- 
on, and ofthe comforts of the holy Ghoſt, 
to make a mock and jeare of Scriptures, and 
promiſes given into and ſet home upon the 
ſpirits of men. 

2. Sometimes promiſes and words of 
grace are given into the ſoul to work grace 
at that time, and not to witnels that grace 
was wroupht before, for we erdinarily re- 
ce:ve the ſpirit to work grace at firſt in us 
by hearing in the preaching of the word (or 
elle hired more immediately from God in- 
to our ſouls) ſome promitſe or declaration: 
of Gods grace in Chriſt, and if that be all 
our miſtake, that at ſuch a time when we 
thought the Holy Ghoft ſet home ſuch or 


\lucha promiſe; and word of grace upon 


Jour hearts, to aflure us that we were the 
Childrenof God, that he did it at that time 
to work the firſt ſpecial grace in us, and 
vite us unto Chrift ; ſo that, that was the 
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time of our firſt receiving Chriſt : If this 
ſay be all the miſtake it is not dangerous, 
3. Laſtly it muſt be granted that all that 
have a promile or word of grace, come into 
their mings-yea though it take ſome imprel- 
fion on them and quiet their thoughts and 
affet them with a kind of joy for the pre- 
ſent, have not theſe words given in by the 
ſpirit of God cither to work taving grace in 
them at that time, or to bear witnels to them 
that they are in the ſtate of grace, for tuch 
as are compared in the Scripture to the ſtony 
ground , <o fometimes icar the word with 
joy and conſequently have it come into their 
thoughts, with ſome flaſhes of joy and thoſe 
thar fall away do taſt of the heavenly gift, 
and after a fort are made partakers. of the 
Holy Ghoſt Heb. 6. In fome of his common 
motions, and impreſſions upon their hearts 
as hath been opened more largely before. 
ſ{o'that for a concluſion of this matter, If 
there be not a work of grace wrought in 
the heart, even an abiding work as well as 
promiſes & words of grace, that tranhiently 
and ſudderly paſs thorough the thoughts 
. we may be fearfully miſtaken about our ipi- 
ritual eſtates. But if we can find ſuch faith 
in Chriſt, ſuch repentance, and ſuch love to | 


God wrought in us as have before been! _ 
en 
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ken of, the more promiſes 'and words of 


grace are caſt into our thoughts the better, 
for they ſtrengthen true believers in holineſs 
and communion with God; and are as ſo 
many love-tokens fend them from Jeſus 
Chriſt by the ſpirit, till they come to him in 
heaven. Hypocrites and notienal prefefſours 


turn ſuch promiſes and words' of grace into 


wantonnels, and into a ſnare to their own 
fouls, but true believers get real good by 


them, and lay up theſe ſayings in their hearts 


and cleave the more unto the Lord in faith 
and holineſs. | 
Thus I have enJeavoured to ſhew how we 
may know we are in the ſtate of grace,let me 
{peak a word or two to thoſe that are conver- 
ted and have had it cleared up to their ſouls - 
that it is ſo 
10- Praiſe the Lord for the exceeding 
riches of hisgrace. Be content yea rejoyce 
and be thankful whatever ſad loſs of outward 
trouble and afflition lye upon you, grace 
hath abounded towards you, the Lord 
hath not dealt ſo with many others as he 
hath dealt with you, look round about you 
and ſee what multitudes lye in wickedneſs in 
srofle ignorance and prophaneſs, and live 
without God in the world, what if you be 
poor in the World ; you archeirs of Gods 
Ringdom 
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Kingdom. what if you have net health 6f 
body as others have, you hall ſoone leave 
this ruinous earthly Tabertacle ; and 
be with Chriſt in Paradife, and he will alto 
railc up this poor frail body, and tnake it 
like to his glorious body, at the laſt day 
what if near relations Father and Mother 
ſhould forlake; you, the Lord hath taken 
you up imto his everlaſting Armes where 
he wall hold you for ever, what though 
the world hate you, and curſe you, the 
eternal Cod hath loved you and blefled you 
in Chriſt. 

Rejoycing 1n.the Lord and praiſing him 
cont invaliy, - are comely for thoſe that are 
converted and pardoned mChiift? O {ng 
. and grve Prasfe. 

2 After God hath once givcn you a com- 
fortable aſfurance of your converlion, do not 
\call all in queſtion upon every fit of dead- 
neſs and darknefs, that comes upon yout 
Spirits. Be humbled for the bcaft ſin, but 
fay not upon every ſpiritual fall that if there 
had been truth of grace; you had neve? 
done thus, for after converſion there re- 
waineth in this life fleſh and corruption, that 
is not wholy taken away,till death. Then ift- 
decd the houſe 'of the Old Man will quite 
fall, and all theſe Philiftines die ws” 

is 
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This makes poor Believers with Sampſon: de- 
fire to die that all their lufts ay die too. 
Neithet do you call all into queſtion; be- 
cauſe of outward afflitions, how great and 
many ſoever they ate, for whows the Lord 
loveth, he chaſtneth, aud correfteth every ſon 
whows he recerveth. But ſay in your hearts 
the Lord hath humbled us for our fins, 
drawn us to Chriſt, put his fear into our 
hearts; and hath given us many times 
gracious hints of his favour to us ini Chrift, 
and now though he ſeem to walk cotitrary to 
us inſome outward diſpenſations, and breaks 
n | vs in our relations, and breaks us in our c- 
+ | ſtates and breaks us in our'eſteem, and breaks 
2 [5 in ourhealth (as it was thus with Facob ) 
yet will we truſt in him ; and ſay that ftill 
e is our Father, and will not alwaies chide 
ot [nor retain his anper for ever. 
4-1 3- Let thoſe that are converted, hate e- 
vt [very falſe way, and meddle with fin no more 
wt |we-may well fay the time paſt ſuffices, and 
xe |yet we have had to much of (inning already. 
vet | The ſtate of grace is ſo far from giving any 
re- |liderty to ſin, that it layes more obligation 
hat [to holineſs, have a care of the fins of tha 
it; [ies wherein we live, worldlinefs,miſpend- 
zir6I"g of time in unprofitable talk,bitterneſs a- 
vs:{ſinſt thoſe that differ never {© little from 
his L us 


WE TI” TT nm -- 


IA6, How we may kaow- 


us in judgment neglect of training up Chil- 
dren in ck fear ef God, and reverence and 
{u bje&ion to their patents, want of heaven- 
lydifcourſe, pride in apparel, talfe and long 
haire ; and abundance of other fins that are 
to rife amengſt ſome that make a great pro- 
feſfion of Religion. _ 

1. Shew forth the Praiſes of him that hath 
called you out of darkneſs into his marvel- 
Jouslight,ſhew forth his praiſes not only in 
words, but in works, glorifie him on the 
earth; let not his high and holy Name be 
blaſphemed through you. Be exceeding 
tender of the Name and glory of God: 
make not Religion to ſtink,'and the ſavoury 
of it to be abt orted by your covetous praRti- 
ſes, proud carria ze,loote converſation, adorn 
the profeſſion of religion with a ſerious 
chearfulnefs, a meak zeal, a heavenly ditli-, 
gence in.your callings, and witha loving and 
yet a convincing converſation to the World, 
_ theſe things may well go together and 

ſhould do 1o. Chriſtians ſhould be ſerious 
and yet chearful, they have moſt caule to re- 
Joyce: and ſhall do it when others ſhall weep 
and howl ; and gnaſh their teeth. Chriſtians 
ſhould be meek ,peaceable, gentle, ealiy to 
be entreated and yet zealous magnanimous 
and valiant for the truth; Chriſtians outs. 
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be heavenly in their thoughts and affetions 
and diſcourſe,-arid;yet deligent in their out- 
ward callings, heavenly mindecneſs makes 
the yoak of outward labour'eafier, and + 
ould be 
affable, courteous, loving to all, yet ſo far 
from ſin'ul compliance with the waiesof the 
world,that they ſhould hold forth the grace 
of Chriſt, in their converfarions that others 
may be convinced that they are the Children 


oof God, and that though poſſibly they may 


tail at them. with their mouths; they may 
ſecretly commend them in their conſcien- 
ces and wiſh their death ar [aſt end- might 
de fike theirs. i i | 
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CHAP. VIll. 


Containing advice and counſel to thoſe 
who are yet uncouverted. $4" 


Hs ſhewn the neceſity of converſi- 

on, the Nature and (ſigns. of it, 1 ſhall 
now conclude with ſome advice and council 
to thofe who are ſtrangers to any work of 
grace upon their hearts, but are going on 
in ignorance and blindneſs and ſec not into 
what a gulph and bottemleſs pit of deftruRi- 
on, they are going. _- 

Wonder not that Iam carneft in ſuch a 
matter, andtell you fo much of Hell afid 
da ranation, it.is- to ſtop them that being ſpi- 
rituall y blind and deſparate, are running in- 
to th& lake of fire and brimfton, which bur- 
nethFor ever, Well then let me dire& wy 
ſpecth 'vato ſuch, if God peradventure wi 
give t hem repentance that ſo they may be 
reco- 
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| recoyeredout of the ſnare ofthe Devil, and 
eſcape everlaſting deftrutien. © © 
Hearken and give car to this Alarm that 
« | is now ſounded to you that are yet ignorant, 
and careleſs of the things that belong 'unto 
your cverlaſting peace, Repent, repent, get 
« | intoChrift , the City of refuge quickly, 
quickly before the Lord come forth. againſt 
you m his wrath and fury, and you be caft 
into Fell, 1 ſhall endeavour to ſet before 
you, the miſerable condition, you will be in 
* | toerernity, ifyou dic in your fins and to that 
. | end[ ſhall ſhew you three things. 
[- 1. The certainty of Hel, © 
ll 2. the miſeryof Hell. © 
| 3. The eternity of Hell. IP 
o'r. Conſider the certainty of Hell. This is 
NJ that which I would ſpeak of firſt, That there 
OJ is a place of torment and extream miſery its 
-I to which the wicked are caft, their fouls en- 
tring firſt into this woful place as ſoon 
as they depart this life;and at ihe Day of 
Judgment their bodies being raiſed by the 
Almighty power of God ſhall be vnited a- 
gain with their ſouls, that ſq both in body 
and ſoul, they may bear the wtath' f God 
for ever. FP 200. 
- It may be ſome that may read this may - 
he ſo pnorant ke that they ww 4 
E CNINK; 
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Think thay Hell is a fable deviſed to keep me 
5s tus ak them fools that are CP 
With, it, therefore let me cndeayour to 
convince. them ol it, for \t' doth appear in- 
deed by the lives of rgo many, that they be- 
Leve neither Heaven nor Hell, yet ther e are 
ſach fools' that ſay in'their hearts, there js 
no God toa, Pſal.14: 1. They ſay fo jn their 
hearts, ng Jay-ſo in their lives, though tew 
of them are fo impudent as to ſay it with 


thei months. ao 11 al 
3,30, prove taat t re.1s a He + | might 
ſhew that the yery heathensas they have a No- 
tion that there's a Gog,ſo they have a-Nation 
that thereisa Hell; a ſtate ang-place of mi- 
ſery int: 


o which: cvil men go aſter this' life, 
likewife | might 'ſhew that the holgeſt 
Se s are fommerimes truck witha Pannick 
car.of Hell, all which proves that it 1s an 
univerſal Notion of mankind, that the ſoul i$ 
wmmortal; and that there is happineſs or mi: 
ſery after this life though Atheiſts {mother 
this conviction what they can. But | ſhall 
onely inſiſt upon Scripture proof: of this 
* The wick:d ſhall be turnea_tnto Hell, Pſal. 
9. 18. How can ye eſcape the damnation of a. 
b Hell, Mat - T3.32.3 Fear hins that- 4 able to 
© deftroy Saul and body in Hell, Mat. 1042 bi 


” 
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ie | Gor ſpeared nor the Hvgels that” ſi hed biuh 
(« | thruſt them down to Hell, 2 Pet: 2: 4. 


To name no more particular places, wher 
yereadin the Scripture of everlaſting puniſh« 
- | ment, the wrath to come, unquenchable fire, 
re | all thoſe exproſions, point at the ſame 
ts | thing. 

Ir As there isa rcal Hel], as well as there'is 
y | a real Heayen, fo there is a focal Hell, as 
hk | w&as thereis a local Heaven. Hell and 
Hepven are not expreſſions, onely to ſet 
t | forth the two ſtates and conditions of meth 
)- | after this lifc, but the two places, to one of 
n | which all go at death. 
- | - Letnoneout of curoſity enquire where 
, | Hell is, *tis ſufficient that the Scripture tells 
t | us: that there is a Hell, and tells' us what 
& | will bring us thither that we may avoid it 


_ v' 


g | and that Chriſt onely can deliver us frbi 
$ x that we way make ſure of our intereſt if” 
L im. 
C 2, Conſider the miſery of Hell. Though? 
| | there bea Hell, yet if it were a tollerable- 
5 | good place and condition though far- inferi=" 
our te Heaven it was not-to be {o- much 
, | feared but O let us conlider the miſery of' 
ad. Hell. 
> | I might infiſt upon that which is common= 
ly callcd the puniſBment of loſs th; at is vihat- 
L 4 the 
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the damned are deprived of, and what ſad 
refleftions they may make upon that ac- 
count , being not onely deprived ofall the 
ereature comforts which once they enjoyed | 
in this world (which the Saints in Heaven || 
cannot refleft upon as any loſs to them, be- 
cauſe God is there all in all, and better then 
3]! to them) but they are ſeperated from 
. God, from any hope of his favour and en- | 
joyment of him ſhut out of the place white 
he ſhews the riches of his glorious Kingdom 
and the honour.of his cxcellent niajefty to 
the Angels and Saints, not for a time onely 
but for ever. Shut out of the company of 
the Holy Angels and: Saints. Surely theſe 
things gall the ſpirits of the damned. If Eſax 
wept fo bitterly for that he had loſt the 
birthright,and loſt an earthly Fathers bleſ-. 
fing how bitterly may the damned weep 
that they have loſt Heaven, and the bl ſling 
of the Father of Spirits ? What better re- 
. MeQtions the damned make vpon their fall in 
Adam (which now ſo little affects the ge- 
nerality of men) and their great loſs there- 
| by we cannot conceive now, nor how it will 
vex and fret them to think (ſome of them) 
what means of grace they enjoyed inthe po- 
| werful preaching of the Word, and.good 
Eguncil- of Parents, - Maſters, and "oy 
3 | put 
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but that they have loft all thoſe adyantage? 
+2 which once they had, and made 
1eht of. 
> Bur let me ſpeak ſomething of that poſh. 
_ || tive miſery or puniſhment of ſenſe, that the 
| | damned undergo. | 
| I. They are miſerable for their place. 
| 2. They are miſtrable for their company. 
3- They are miſer able for the wrath of God 
> | which They beare, this s the worſt of all. 
1 I. They are miſerable for their place. | 
> | ſhall not ſtand much upon this but ſurely Hell 
7 | is a doleful place, therefore compared to 
f | Fophet, //z. 30. 33, To a bettomleſs pit, Rev. 
c 9, 2. Utter darkneſs, Mat. 22. 13. 
» | Heaven is called Paradiſe, Luke. 23.43. 
e | Hell 2 Priſon, 1Pet. 3. 19. But I but rouch 
- | this for the truth is as the enjoyment of 
p | God in Heaven,is the Heaven of Heaven, the 
g | beſt of Heaven, and not meerely the ſplen- 
z- | dour and glory of the place (though itis a 
in | glorious place) fo it 1s the bearing of the 
e- | wrath of God in Hell, that is the Hell of 
e- | Hell, the worſt of Hell, though it is allq a 
Il | doleful and miferable place. 
2. They are miſcrable for their Company. 
Now men are fit to go out of their wits if 
the Devilappear to them,what will they do, 
| how will they be eternally ſcar edand aigt- 
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ed when they know they are amongſt * 
throng of them ſhut up\ with them. in thf 
ſame eternal Prilon. 
* That Devils and damned Men and W/o- 
men ſhall lie together | in the fame place of 
torment, is cleare from the ſentence of con- 
demnation, at the laſt day, depart from .me - 
ye curſed ints everlaſting fire prepared for the 
Dev as hu Angels, Mat. 25. 41. 

As thoſe of the Children ot men that are 
ſaved ſhall be in the ſame Heaven with the 
ele& Angels, andtheir company will be. a 
great refreſh ng to. tkem, 1ſo thoſe that are 
damned ſhall be in the ſame Hell, with the 
faln Angels, the Devils and their company. 
will be a great terrour to them. | 

And as much as prophane men- delight in 
in one anothers company, now it will be. 
very grievous to themin Hell. To hear one 
anothers , howlings, weepirg, wayling, 
Sroanings,and bitter Lamantatioas will ſure- 
ly be very terrible, and eſpecially the com-, 
pany of thoſe that have been partners in (in; 
ſcllow-drunkards, fellow-thiefs, fellow- _ 
ſecutors, ſellow-wantons , will be very 
| grievous. O how they will curſe one another 
& and courle. the days that ever they ſaw one 
q | znocher. 


3, They are miſerable for the wrath of ne 
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that abideth on them. It is not meerly the 


place.nor the company that makes them mi- 


lerable, but the ſting of Hell is the mediate 
ſenſe and teeling ot the wrath of God in, an 
unſportable manner, this is their pznal Hell, 

which 1s wotle than their local Heij. | 
As Godlets out his love and makes great 
impreſſions thereof upon the' {pirits ot the 


 Saintsin Heaven, {ſo he lets out his wrath and 


makes great impreſſions thereof upon the 
damned in Hell. a 

The damned are ſaid in the Scripture to 
be puniſhed, rormented, beaten with ſtripes, 
burnt with unquenchable fire, all to ſhew 


how the wrath of God les very hard upon 


them. 

[ris true there are degrees of torments in 
Hell, more and fewer ſtripes a great ditfe- 
rence, there is no doubt of the ſufferings of 
the damned, ſome receive greater Carngati- | 
on, and bearg more wrath then others, *tis 
according as men have ſinned more or lels in” 


this world ( 1 ſpeak oj thoſe that periſh) 


that they arc punniſhed more or leſs in Hell, 
But furely thoſe that have feweſt ſtripes, : 
and the cooleſt places in Hell, have a lad 
portion. | 

If people do verily believe that there i sa - 3 
He ll, yer tew belicyc the extremity of mi 2 
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ed when they know they are amongſt * 
throng of them ſhut up with them in th< 
ſame eternal Priton. Ce 

That Devils and damned Men and V/o- 
men {hall lic together in the ſame place of 
torment, is clezare trom the ſencence of con- 
demnation, at the laſt day, depart from me 
ye curſed ints everlaſting fire prepared for the 
Devil and hs Angels, Mat. 25. 41. 

As thole of the Children of men that are 
ſaved ſhall be in the fame Heaven with the 
ele Angels, andtheir company will be a 
great refreſh ng to them, fo thoſe that are 
damned ſhall be in the fame Hei}, with the 
faln Angels, the Devils and their company. 
will be a great terrour to them. VY 

And as much as prophane men delight in 
in one anothers company, now it will be. 
very grievous to themin Hell. To hear one 
anothers, howlings, weepirg, wayling, 
Sroanings,and bitter Lamantatioas will ſure- 
ly be very terrible, and eſpecially the com-, 
pany of thoſe that have been partners in fin, 
ſellow-drunkards, fellow-thicfs, fellow-per:- 
ſecutors, fellow-wantons , will be very 
grievous. O how they will curſe one another 
> and courlc the days that ever they ſaw one 
& another. Tp ANI 
© 3. Theyare miſerable for the wrath of 6 od 
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that abideth on them. It is not meerly the 
place nor the company that makes them mi- 


{erable, but the ſting of Hell is the mediate 


ſenſe and tceling ot the wrath of God in an 
uniportable manner, this is rheir paznal Hell, 
which 1s worle than their local Hei). 

As God lets out his love and makes great 
impreſſions thereof upon the tpirits ot the 
Saintsin Heaven, fo he lets out his wrath and 
makes. great impreſſions thereof upon the 
Camned in Hell. s 

The damned are ſaid in the Scripture to 
be puniſhed, rormented, beaten with ſtripes, 
burnt with unquenchable fire, all to ſhew 


hoiww the wrath of God les very hard upon 


tim. 
Iris true there are degrees of torments in 
Hell, more and fewer ſtripes a great ditte- 
rence, there is no doubt of the ſufferings of 
the damned, fome receive greater Carnnati- 
on, and beare more wrath then others, *tis 
according as men have finned more or leſs in 
this world (1 ſpeak oj thoſe that periſh). 
that they are punniſhed more or lets in Hell, 
But ſurely thole that have feweſt ſtripes, - 
and tFe coolett places in Het), have a fad 
Portion, 

If people do verily Refers 2 that there is a 


Hl U;yet lew beliye © the exiremity of mi- 
ery 
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ſery that is ſyffered there. 

| remembre a poor Woman that ſuffered 
death for being « Witch, told me, that aſter 
ſhe had made a contra with the Devil, ſhe 
began to be much afraid of Hell, as a milſe- 
rable place and condition, whereupon the 
Devil told her that Hell was not fo bad a 
place as people thought, that he was the 
prince of the aire that people lived very well 
in his dominions, and that ſhe for her part 
ſhould be anhoſteſs and keep a fair Inn there. 
It was to this purpoſe what this poor ignorant 
Woman told me. The Devil hath ſcarce the 
face to tell his followers that there is no Hell 
but rather that it is a tollerable good place 
and not bad as ſome zealous preachers 
would make them believe. 

At another time I] heard a prophane man 
when he was told of Hell fire ſay, 1 hope 
there are ſome ponds of cold water there to 
where | may go and cole my ſelf when [ am 
heated and ſcorched with the flames, thus 
fools now make a mock of fin and a mock of 
Hell too,till tt ey came to it and then they will 
be paſt their jeſting. Hell tormwents put the 
| greateſt wits, and the moſt ſanguine tempr- 
ers paft their Joaks and meriment. Many 
+. g0 laughing and merry to Hell but when 
+ they come once there, they laugh 9 _ 
| FIN _ 
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for there is nothing but weeping, and way- 
ling, and gnaſhing of teeth in Hell. - 


3. Conſider the eternity of Hell, Though 
there be ſuch miſery in Hell, yet if men 
were to be there but a little while, it were 
hot ſo much to be feared, butnone that go 
thither return again, neither take they hold 
of the paths of Life. Therefore *tis ſaid in 
the Scripture, that the wicked go into ever- 
laſting puniſhment as the righteous go into 
life eternal ar. 25. 46. T hey ſhall be pr- 
niſhed with everlaſting deſtruftion, 2 Theſ/ Pp 
v. Their Worme dieth not, and the fire u not 
quenched Mark. g. 44- 

Itis true, that neither utter deſpalre nor 
eternity of ſuffering are of the eſſence ofthe 
puniſhment due to lin, for if men could ſa- 
tisfy the juſtice of God for. the debt of fin, 
there were no cauſe of diſpare, neither 
would they be deteined for ever under the 
wrath of God, but the, damned being never 
able to make fatisfaRion ſor their ſins, it doth 
unavoidably follow that they are ſwallowed 


up of difpare, and that the wrath of God a- 


bideth on them for ever. 

Now let thole who go on deſperately in 
their ignorance and prophanels, conlider 
theſe things before it be to late, before the + 
decree hath brought ſorth before the gulph ! 


ls . 
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is fixed, and the day 0; grace be over. 
God hath made a H-:l] for' the glory of 
| his Juſtice ro ſhine in, and all impenirent and 
unbelieving finners ſhail be as tuel for his 
Holy Juſtice to burn upon for ever. Trem- 
ble, tremble, weep, and howl, all ye that are 
going on in the broad way to deſtruction, for 
the mileries that ſhall come upon you,except 
you repent, God ſpared not the Angels that 
finned, God ſpared not the Old World, God 
tpared not Sodom and Gomorah, mulritudes, 
multitudes are already in Heil, for the ſame 
fins that you are guilty of, and it you do aot 
now ſeek the Lord and make peace with him 
in Chriſt ; ſhall you elcape? 
| Irisrime, high time to ſeck the Lord, to 
make {application -to your judge, through 
the Advocate for (inners, Jeſus Chrilt before 
all rhis miſery come upon you. __— 
Bur may ſome ſay we do not love to hear 
fo much of Hell and damnation, tr is a tcr- 
four to us. 
+ Fanſwer, did not Chriſt in his doQrine 
& fell the people much of Heil and damna- 
* tion? Mat. 5. 2, 30. Luke, 16. 19. 20.21. 
22. 23. Andthricein five verſes he uſes that 
& terrible expreſſion to ſet forth the miſery of Hell 
| that their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
Iguenched, Mark. 9. 44 45: 46, 47 48: 
E Surely 
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Surely Chriſt knew how to preach, and ſurel 
he u the beſ? patrern of preaching, and you t 
he ſpake much of Hell in his dotrine. Mat. 24. 
51. Mat. 25. 41, 46. 

Indeed moſt people are like thofe of old, 
who {aid to the feers ſee not, and to the pro- 
phets prophely not, prophely not unto us 
right things, prophely unto us ſmooth things 
Iſa. 30. 16. As it men ſhould fay let us ga 
on quietly to Hell, I pray do not trouble our 
conlciencics,we will venture our Souls, and if 
we do come to Hell at laſt we muſt bear 
it as well as we can, I but if the Lordin- 
tend to make you his people, he will not ſuf- 
fer you to go on in ſuch a deſperate way, 
but he will make you willing to hear of 
your Canger, and make you to enquire in 
good carneſt how you may elcape it, yea 
you ſhall bleſs the Lord that ever you came 
to {ee into what a gulph and bottomleſs pit 
you were falling, that ſo you might ſeek for 
help and ſalvation in Chriſt the Mediatour. 

All that hath been {3id to ſhew men the 
certainty,the miſery,and the eternity,of Hell 
is that they may avoid it, and may never 
come into that place of torment. And let all _ 
know that though the Do&rine of Hell is to' 
be urged unto men, to awaken them, yer, , 
Miniſters are not to top there, but to youy 

ortn * 
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Forth Chriſt as anobje& of faith to them that 
they may look to him and be ſaved. The ter- 
rours of the Law are not to be preached 
ſimply for themlelves,as it were to torment 
men betore the time, but for another end to 
ſhew them their need of Chriſt,and that they 
may prize him and beleive on him to ever- 
laſting Life ; Miniſters cannot ſpeak to much 
of Hell, if withal they hcld forth Chriſt as 
he that delivereth from that wrath to come. 
The hearing of Hell is uſeful, even to thoſe 
that are in Chriſt that they may be conti- 
nually prayling God that hath dclievered 
them from going down to that/pit : whatſo- 
_ affligions and chaſtnings they have 
ere. 

He that only tells people of Hell and dam- 
nation is a meer legal preacher burthe that 
ſhews men firſt their miſerabte and loſt eſtate 
in th: mſelves, and then holds forth Chriſt ro 
them as a Saviour and ranſom for their ſouls 
is the right Goſpel preacher. 
| As Ihave ſpoken of the judgment, and fie- 
\ ry indignation of God that ihall -conſume' 
* thoſe that die in their fins fo let me ſhew 
* how we may bedelivercd from this wrath 
| to come, and ſo make an end. 

+ The Goſpel takenina ſtrit ſenſe is meer- 
ly the good news and glad tidings (glad ti- 


dings / 


Wb to the Reader. =y 
ings indeed) of a Saviour for loſt-finners. 4 
wonderfull thing indeed is -the Goſpelyit 
holdeth forth ſuch a way ofjuſtifying {inners 
as could neyer have entred 'into the heart of 
} Man to conceive, #f the Lord had not reveal- 
ed it. Jt ſhews u4 wonder xpon wonder, God was 
manifeſt in the fleſh; that 15 one great miuſtery 
and wonder of the Goſpel what a condeſcention 
ard humbling of himſelſ was this, That e- 
ſu Chriſt took, upon him our Nature, our fleſh, 
net 1n appearance but really, not ta lay it down 
fron agam, but Uniting it to hzs Ged-head for 
eve) ,to befure it was todo a great work,that 
Ange's and Men ſhall admire to etermity, that 
Cod was manifeſt in the fleſh. This is ſuch a 
wonder that when it is deeply weighed doth 
overſer the Spirit of Man. 
| T 2s mighty one the Son of God, not by can- 
ſtraint but willinely died for ſinners, had ' our 
nquitzes laid upon him,'[{a. 53.6. Bare the 
puniſhment of them, 1 Per. 2. 2.4. This was 
toe cauſe of his bitter paſſion of all his inward 
» Jernd emward ſufferings. The Fews crucified 
- him as if he had oeen an evil doer but Chriſt 
| Ehiew what was the Fathers. meaning, and his 
own (viz) that he ſhould ſuffer and be cruci- 
hed becauſeithey,in whole ſtead he ſuffered, 
, Jvere realy evil doers, {inners;and haddeſers 1 
s [cd all that he underwent:for them. The be - _ 
= '  thas | 
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forth Chriſt asan obje of faith to them that 
they may look to him and be faved. The ter- 
rours of the Law are not to be preached 
ſ1mply for themlelves,as it were to torment 
men betore the time, but for another end to 
ſhew them their need of Chriſt,and that they 
may prize him and beleive on him to ever- 
laſting Life ; Miniſters cannot ſpeak to much 
of Hell, it withal they hcld forth Chriſt as 
he that delivereth from that wrath to come, 
The hearing of Hell is uſeful, even to thoſe 
that are in Chriſt that they may be conti- 
nually prayling God that hath dclievered 
them from going down to that/pit : whatlo- 
_ afflitions and chaſtnings they have 
I cre. 

He that only tells people of Hell and dam- 
nation is a meer legal preacher bur he that 
ſhews men firſt their miſerable and loſt eſtate 
in th:mſelves, and then holds forth Chriſt to 
them as a Saviour and ranf{m for their ſouls 
is the right Goſpel preacher. 

As I have ſpoken of the judgment, and fie- 
ry indignation of God that ihall conſume 
thoſe that die in their fins fo let me ſhew 
how we may be delivered from this wrath 
to come, and ſo make an end. 

” TheGoſfpeltakenina ſtrict ſenſe is meer- 
© ly the good news and glal tidings (glad ti- 
F dings 


to the Reader. I 

ings indeed) of a Saviour for loſt inner. A 
wonderfull things indeed is the Golpel,.tt 
holdeth forth ſuch a way ofjuſtifying {inners 
as could neyer haveentred into the heart of 
Man to conceive, if the Lord had not reveal- 
a it. It ſhews u4wonder npon wonder, God was 
manifeſt in the fleſh; that 15 one great miiſtery 


and wonder of the Goſpel what a condeſcention 


| ard humbling of himſelſ was this, That Fe- 


ſ-14 Coriſt took, upon him our Nature, our fleſh, 


net 11 appearance but really, not to lay it down 


| /-07 agar, but Uniting it to hs G cd-head for 


eve) ,to befure it was to do a great work,that 
Ange's and Men ſhall admire to eternity, that 
(od Was manifeſt in the fleſh. This is ſuch a 
wonder that when it is deeply weighed doth 
overſer the Spirit of Man. 

115 mighty one the Son of God, not by can- 
ſtraint but willingly died for ſinners, had our 
rm guites laid upon him, [{a. 53.6. Bare the 
puniſhment of them, 1 Per. 2. 2.4. This was 
te cauſe of his bitter paſſion of all his inward 
ena extward fufferinss. The Fews crucified 
tim as if be had oeen an evil doer but Chriſt 
kuew what was the Fathers meaning, and his 
ow ( v1Z) that he ſhould ſuffer and be cruci- 
hed becauſe they,in whole ſtead he ſuffered, 
were realy evil doers, {inners,and had defer- 
vcd all that he underwent for them. Thu be 

M that 
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that was perfeitly jubt ſuffered in the room of | 
the ai, Afar = the great debt = 
thers bad contratted ; There is a wonderful 
myſtery in the death of Chrift, Ze died 4 
the Second Adaw, 4s a mediatour,as a publich, 
per ſon for h:: people, for this cauſe he came into 
the World, for this cauſe be laid down by life, 
elſe theſe things had never been. 
This Jeſus, God man, mighty, to ſuffer bare 
. that puniſhment due to our ſins, which if it 
had been laid upon ua would have been eternal, 
but heoverwr aſtled it made ſatisfaGiongput «- 
way ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, made peace 
and obt ained eternal redemption for us whereof 
he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in that 
after he had the iniquities of all his peopl 
laid and charged upon him, yet be roſe again 
the third day, is gore unto the Father and u 
ſet down at the right band of the Majeſty inthe 
Heavens. By one offering upon the Croſs he 
did the work,he being «n nfinite Perſon,God 
a well as Man, bus ſhort fy nr was of an 
infinit value, He dieth no more, there 15 no ne: 
at all of it, in referance unto thoſe, for whom he 
made his ſoul an offering for ſins, be hath dont] 
. the work fully, tv whom be glory for ever. 
- This is the Summ and ſubſtance oi 
 .Goſpel. Now if any hearing ; þ the dang 
' they atcinof the wrath of God, for their ſm! 
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to the uncowuerted, 163 
| and ſenſible of the Rebellion and prrverſneſi 
| T = gow _ again#t God, nt 
have a Saviour and a'ſantifier that Ly 
go wellwith thew for ever, this zs he, Jeſus 
| Son of God. He is not here now upon earth 
| to be ſeen with bodily eyes, he is gone into 
] 
| 


Heaven and is on the right hand of God. 
Look up to him there with an eye of Faith, pus 
your truſt in himyhe is able to ſave to the ut- 
terwoſ all that come to God by him. Get the 
knowledge of him out of the word, ſearch 
2] the Seriptures for they tefbify of him, they tel 

you what he is, what be hath done, and what 

he hath ſuffered to . to God. Think of 
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fi bir: continually, prize bim, ſet your hearts or 
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him, if you flight him, you will find there 1s 10 
ther Saviour, no other Midiatour, 10 other 

"ny advocate with the Father; . | 
If the work be yet to be done ,even now whilſt 
thou readeſt A rhins's look.to himyc loſe wth 
him, give up thy ſelf to him to be ſaved and 
Santtified by him, fall in love with him, you 
"f will never repent of your choice. Poor ſoul whad 
6T [a:ſt thou to a Pardon for all thy ſins ? what 
faiſt to peace with God ? what ſaiſt thou ts 6- 
Wh rernal life ? Come to Chriſt and thou ſhalt 
bave all theſe, and a New Heart and ſpwit 
zo walk in holineſs and obedience before God 
two, O doth the Lord affett thy heart (forhe | 
RS. doth ' 
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et --t0:therReader. 
doth-this great:work ) that thou art taken 
with Chriſt, and-art a thirſt for thiswater-of 
lsfes, 'then take it freely , +. as extellent and 
precimrs as the. Lord Jelus #5, hebeſtowes him- 
ſelf freely upon poor ſimers/;, the beſt quali- 
fication you can have for receiving [Chriſt is 
taies your need .of: him ; and that you are 
altogether unworthy-'of himz.do. you ſee 
your''fins now, the:multitude.of. them, the 
hainouſheſs of them, Jet not your Gns drive 
yow from Chrift; but driveyow to Chriit. 
Comt,poor ſinners ;cometo Chriſt h14,bloodclean- 
fer h''from all fin; his righteouſreſs able to co- 
ver all your unrighteonſneſs. Corte.to Chriſt 
- but with a-true Heart, to gwe him al} the 
glory of your tatvation, and to. Gelwre now 
ro have him reign':over you, 2nd fear not 
he is mighty to fave:: Feſwes 75) the Lord of 
glory;' conſider his God- head an your Jooking to 
him to take away your ſims. Never any Pa- 
tient came to this. Phiſitian- and miſſed of 
cure, .come with all the ſpiritual Vlcers run- 
mng” Sores and Bloody {f{ues of :f1n, toxch 
the hem of bs Garment by Faith (.as the Wo: 
man in the Goſpel: did ) and” you ſhell ſee 
there 15. virtue enouch m Chriſt to make you 
whole. TT | 
The Devil: labours to make men confident 
fnd preſumptrous; when they-are going 0ny pos 
8 £1 Gl p | 


dug in fin, but when they are conv cod. of 


to.the Reader, 


therr loſt eſtate ard are looking aficr Cyriſt, 
then he endeavonrs to puzle them with mat: y 
doubts and ſuſpitions as if they were paſt cure, 
and it were-too late now to loch after Chriſt. 
Ab poor Joul: do not you ſee that the hai,d of 
Satkhan # in all this, When you went on in 
Ignorance and prophaneſ\s, he would not en-. 
dure you ſhould hear, when Miniflere prea-. 
ched of damnation, and now that you are 
convinced and ſtopt in your viſecourtes, 
and are thinking how you may make pcac* 
with God, now the Devil cannot engure 
you ſhoul d hear of Salvation in Chriſt 
the Son of God, leaſt you ſhould come un- 
to him that you may have lite. 

Thus I have ſet before them that are 
not yet converted life and death pardon of 
fir,, peace with God and etcrnal life, if the 
Lord giveth them hearts to repert and cole 
with Chriſt, The Wrath of Ged ard 
eternal deſtrution; If rtey ſirilro on tn rhery 
#707 Ance \ prophaneſ, ard ſity brine of 3 cfws 
Criſt, If any that rcad thels things (hat) 1; y 
in their hearts, they ſhall have peace an 
ſhall do well enough (w hatſocyer ſane 
zealous preachers ſay) though they caſt | 
Gods law bekind therr backs, :nd never 
look aſter a work of Grece, and cenverit-) 
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Ft - tothe Reader. 

doth this great work ) that thou art taken 
with Chriſt, and art a thirſt for thiswater 6f 
lsfes then take it freely, as excellent and 
preciey a5 the Lord Jelus #5, hebeſtowes hin- 
ſelf freely upon poor ſianers ;, the beſt quali- 
fication you can have for receiving. Chriſt is 
toſee your need of him ;, and that you are 
altogetner unworthy 'of himz. do. you lee 
your' fins now, the.muſititude.of. them, the 
nainouſheſs of them, let not your {ns drive 
you'from Chrift; but drive.you. to Chritt. 
Come, poor ſinners ,cometo Chriſt bs, blood clean- 
{et h' from all fin, his righteouſreſs 5 able toco- 
ver all your unrighteouſneſs. Come to Chriſt 
- but with a true Heart, to gwe him al} the. 

Slory of your falvation, and to deiire now 
ro have him reign" over you, 2nd fear not 

he is mighty to fave: Feſwus 75 the Lord of 

glory, confiacr his God-head 1n.your looking to 

him ts take away your ſins. Never any Pa- 
tient came to this. Phiſitian and miſſed of | 
cure, . come with all the ſpiritual Vlcers run- | 
ming” Sores and Bloody [ſues of fin, touch 
the hemof his Garment by Faith ( as tne Wo- | 
man in the Goſpel did ) and you ſhell ſee 
there 15 wirtue enouch m Chriſt to make you | 
whole. 4 
The Devil labours to make me confident | 
and preſumptron; when they-are going 0n y pn 
Rs dily 
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tothe Reader, 
Ailmh 17: ſn, but when they are (967 Utica of 
their loſt eſtate ard are looking aficr Cyviſt, 
then he endeavonrs to puzle them with many 
doubts and ſuſpitions as if they were paſt cure, 
and it were too late now to loth aſter Criſp. 
Ah poor fouls ao nor yout fee that the bai. d of 
Sathan #5 in all this, When vou went en in 
Ignorance and prophaneſs, he would no: en- 
dure you ſhould hear, when Miniflers prea- 
ched of damnation, and now thar you are 
convinced and ſtopt in your viſecourtes, 
and are thinking how you may make pac” 
with God, now the Devil cannot cnCure 
You ſhoul a hear of Salvation mn Chriſt 
the Son of God, leaſt you ſhould come un- 
to him that you may have lite. 

Trus I have ſet before them that ave 
not yet converted life and Ceath pardon of 
fir,, peace with God and etcrnal life, if the 
Lord giveth them hcarts to repert and co! 
with Chriſt, The Wrath of Ged ord 
eternal Ceſtrution; If rey [irilro on #2 the 
777.07 ance \ prophaneſ, ard ſuchiirg of 3 cſus 
C: riff, If any tnat read thels things (MN 1 F Þ 
in their hearts, they ſhal} have PCAace and 
ſhall do well enoygh (wh atlocver ſon e 
zealons preachers ſay) thouoh ti cy Cat 
Gods law Þekind therr backs, eng novonr 
look aſter a work of Grace, and cenvertt- 

oof 


x66 DA concludigg Speech, &c. 

on upon their ſouls, the anger of the Lord 
and his Jealouſy ſhall ſmoake againſt thoſe 
perſons, and burn againſt them far ever. 
But if they ſhall now tremble at the word 
of the Lord, and lay hold upon the offer of 
Chriſt; believing on his name,and ſubmit- 
ting unto him; their fins ſhall be forgiven 
them, for his names ſake, and they ſhall be 
the heir of eternal life through him, for 
though the wages of fin is death even eter- 
nal death, yet the giſt the free gifr of God 

is life even eternal life through Jeſus Chrift 

our Lord, to whom be glery for ever. 

Amen. | 


Books Priztedfor,and Sold by, Henry 
Mortlock,at the Phenix in S; Panls 
Church-Yard, and at the White 
Hart in FPeſtminſter-Hall. 


He Saints Ebenezer and Pillar of hope 

in God when they havenoneleſt inthe 
Creature. Or the godly-mans Crutch or 
Staff in times of ſadning diſappointments, 
ſinking diſcouragements, ſhaking difſolati- 
ons, wherein is ſhewed the Tranſcendent 
Excellericy of God, his Peoples help and 
hope with the unparalell'd hapineſs of the 
Saints in their confidence in him over-ba- 
lancing the Worldlings carnall depen- 
dance both as to ſweetneſs and ſafety by 
F. Engliſh. 
A word in ſealon or ; great dutys of 
Chriftians in the worſt of times,( viz: ) a- 
biding in Chriſt : Thirſting after his in- 
ftruion,and ſubmiſſion to his providencez 
to which is added by way of appendix, the 
advice of ſome Miniſters to their people for 
the receiving the power and prattice of 
godlineſs in their familys OF. 
The freenels of the grace and love 
of God to believers diſcoyer'd ia referenc 
to, Firſt Their ſervice and ſuffering,Secondl 
;heir conſolations, Thirdly rheir ſalvation 
ang 
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and eternal glory together with the Exce- 
tency of the fear of God. 

Ihe gooanets and pleafantneſs of bro- 
therly Love, the wifdom of hearing the 
voice of the Rod, repzntance the only way 
to prevcni Judgments, delivered in ſeveral 
S:rinons by Welk Br:dg {ometimcs 
Preacher of the Word at Tarmonth. 

Death unſtunsin 8 Sermons, Preached at 
the Funeral of The. Moſeley an Apothecary 
who died Fzly. 1669. With a brief Nar- 
rative of his L:te and Death; Alſo the 
mantier 0f Gods dealings with him be'ore 
and after his Converſion drawn up by his 
own Hand ard Publiihed by al Fane- 
wy. Ot. 

A Fathers Teſtament Written long fi Yince 
for the Denchte of the Particular Relations 
of the Author, Phineas Fletcher, fomc- 
times Miniſter of the Gofpel at Hillgay in 
Norfolk. 

The voice of one Crying in a Wildernels, 
or the buſineſs of a Chriſtian, both Anteced:» 
neous to, Concomitant of, andeonſequent Up- 
on a Sore and heavy Viſiration ; repre- 
ſen:ed in feveral Sermons. Firſt Preached 
to bis own Family lying under ſuch Y:/ir4- 
7101, and now made'publick as a thank of- 
| fering to the Lord his healer by S.S. a [cr- 
vant of God in the Goſpel of his Song. 
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